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S&P gives lowly ‘8’ 
to RP, cites relatively 
weak banking system 


CHIEF Justice Artemio Panganiban (center) 


and Caloocan Mayor Enrico Echiverri lead 
the Freedom Day celebration at the 
Bonifacio Monument. 


SC insists 


Leo execution 


was correct 


By Armand N. Nocum. 
and Nancy Carvajal 


THE SUPREME COURT YESTERDAY STOOD 
firm on its 1996 ruling that sent convicted 
rapist Leo Echegaray to his death, in light ofa 
brewing storm over a public statement by 


Chief Justice Artemio Panganiban that 
court may have committed an irreversible 
dicial error" in the case. 
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DPWH to impose һап 
on billboards along 
major roads nationwide 
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Phivolcs team 
discovers 5th crater 
on Mt. Bulusan 


CONTNEUTEDPOTO 


Sue 


ALA СЕр 


Tuesday, June 13,2006 


** 


FearRtess Views 


4sections / Vol.21 / No. 185 


ы SPORTS/A24_ 
Nadal foils 


Federer’s grand 
slam dream 


г 


Now сотеѕ а ring tone 
that only teens can hear 


IN THAT OLD BATTLE OF 
the wills between young 
people and thoir keepers, 
the young have found a 
пен weapon—a cell 
phone ring tone that many 


adults cannot hear. 
In settings where cell. 


|. prone sels orien — 


Pig 


website: www.ing7-net 
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Day of reckoning 
at hand, says GMA 


Pushes Charter change in Freedom Day speech 


By Christine О. Avendaño, 
T] Burgonio 
and Juliet Labog-favellana 


REMINDING THE NA- 
tion that country’s 
heroes “did not sacrifice 
to create an indepen- 
dent nation where poli- 
tics takes precedence 
over progress,” Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo 
said the day of reckon- 
ing on Charter change 
was just around the cor- 
пег. 


“Our people will soon be called 
upon to make a decision that сап 
bring an end to the political dead- 
locks that have stalled our efforts 
to take our nation to the next lev- 
el," the President said yesterday 
in her Independence Day speech 
at the Quirino Grandstand and 
later at the vin d'honneur in 
Malacafiang. 

"The choice is for us to make 
whether we continue to live up to 
the vision of our national heroes 
or continue to watch helplessly 
while our political system degen- 
erates and our economy is 
trapped in the mire of uncertain- 
ty" she said. 


the 


Ms Arroyo was referring to the 
people's initiative being pushed 
by the group “Sigaw ng Bayan” 
when she said the people would 
soon decide on Charter change 
(Cha-cha), according to Execu- 
tive Secretary Eduardo Ermita, 
DAYIAS 


“No! No! No! The court will stand by its de- 
cision,” court spokesperson Ismael Khan said, 
when asked if the high tribunal felt responsi- 
ble for Echegaray’s execution by lethal injec- 
tion seven years ago. 

Khan was equally emphatic when asked if 
the court would try to rectify the supposed 

„mistake. 

“No! No! Nol That is a decision that has 
„been implemented already,” he said. 

‘Talking to reporters yesterday, Panganiban 
said his statement before lawyers on May 31 

"that Echegaray should not have been execut- 
ed but meted out a penalty of life in prison 
was merely a “reiteration of an old opinion" of 
his which he spoke about in several books 
written between 1998 and 2000. 

Echegaray, a house painter, was condemned 
то death by a trial court for the rape of the 10- 
year-old daughter of his common-law wife. 

‘The Supreme Court later affirmed the trial 
court's verdict, clearing the way for his execu- 
tion in 1999, 

Panganiban has said that the trial court 
failed to prove that Echegaray was the father 
or stepfather of the girl, which would have 
made his crime heinous and, thus, punishable 
bydeath. 

The storm over Panganiban's remarks fol- 
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RLD DAY VS CHILD LABOR 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo 


leads the celebration of the 108th anniversary of 
Independence Day at the Luneta. Among those helping her pull the rope to hoist the 
giant Philippine flag are (from right) Lt. Gen. Antonio Romero, acting Education Secretary Fe Hidalgo, Tourism 


Secretary Joseph Durano, Manila Mayor Lito Atienza and Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita. 
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CBCP warns of subtle dictatorship 


By PDI Bureaus 


A “SUBTLE DICTATORSHIP" 15 ENSLAV- 
ing Filipinos, the president of the Catholic 
Bishops Conference of the Philippines 
(CBCP) said ага rally yesterday. 

Jaro Archbishop Angel Lagdameo iden- 
tified the so-called “disguised authoritari- 
ап rule" as one of several problems the 
country needed to free itself from. 

“Without these, the celebration of 
Philippine Independence Day in this Year 


amilies of working minors get aid 


By DJ Yap and Blanche Rivera 


sNINE-YEAR-OLD CHRISTIAN USED TO 
‘spend 15 hours a week gluing together 
and packing slippers to help his impov- 
erished family in Caloocan City. 

Now he can use the time to do his 
homework or play with his friends. 

‘Two hundred children like Christian 
will be able to stop working this year, 
following the launch yesterday of a 
livelihood and education program for 
the families of working minors. 

On June 12, the country celebrated 
Independence Day as well as World Day 
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Against Child Labor. 

"At no time in their young lives should 
children have to work. A child's place is 
in school, not în a factory” said Neil 
Kearney, general secretary of the Inter- 
national Textile, Garments and Leather 
Workers Federation. 

The ITGLWE, an organization of trade 
unions, recently kicked off the third 
phase of a three-year program seeking 
the elimination ‘of child labor in the 
Philippines, particularly in the garment, 
textile and leather industries. 

The first and second phases involved 
generating awareness among members 


of the community about the problem of 
child labor, building alliances with other 
organizations, and strengthening advo- 
сасу for a national government policy 
on the issue. 

The project covers 200 families from 
Metro Manila and neighboring 
provinces, like Rizal and Bulacan. They 
will be given a livelihood package on the 
condition that they stop employing their 
children. 

"We have signed a memorandum of 
agreement with the families, schools 
and barangay. The families will be mon- 

FAMILIES A4 


of Social Concerns would be more mean- 
ingful,” he said in a speech at the protest 
rally in Пойо City 

Lagdameo made no clear reference to 
President Macapagal-Arroyo who has 
been heavily criticized for allegedly cur- 
tailing civil liberties in the name of na- 
tional security 

Ms Arroyo's opponents have blamed 
the military for what they said were the 
extrajudicial killings of more than 600 
left-wing activists since she took office in 


PARTY-LIST lawmakers and other militants march from the Mabuhay Rotonda in Quezon City to Liwasang Bor 
Manila, calling for the ouster of President Macapagal-Arroyo and a stop to plans to change the Constitution. 


2001. Her administration has denied any 
responsibility and ordered an investiga- 
tion of he killings. 

Militant groups staged marches and 
protests in Manila and other major urban. 
centers to condemn the wave of killings, 
efforts by Ms Arroyo's followers to revise 
the 1987 Constitution and her refusal to 
agree to their calls to step down over 
vote-rigging and corruption allegations. 

Police said they detained 13 left-wing 

CBCPI A9 


GMA heckler, 
13 other Cavite 
protesters held 


By Marlon Ramos 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


KAWIT, CAVITE—THIS TIME, THE POLICE 

were ready for Ma. Theresa Pangilinan. 
The 23-year-old militant was walking 
toward the historic Aguinaldo Shrine 
here to join colleagues for a lightning In- 
dependence Day protest when a police- 

woman in civilian clothes accosted her. 
Pangilinan, who won national atten- 
tion as the graduate who heckled Presi- 
GMA Aa 


Respect political agitators—they 
prepare ground for change 


By Peter Jaynul V. Uckung 
Contributor 


(The author is a senior history researcher 
at the National Historical Institute—Ed.) 


‘THE NEXT TIME A GROUP OF DEMON- 
strators blocks traffic, don't 


swear, dont honk, jut COMMENTARY 


think: A traffic jam is a 
small price to pay when protesters hit the 
road for they force the government to do 
something good for the people. 

Filipinos may do well to respect the an- 
gry crowd of demonstrators, or listen to 
the impassioned appeals of union leaders 


for they tell us truths we cannot seek for 
ourselves. 
History speaks of the power of political 
agitation. 
On Feb. 17, 1872, a silent crowd gath- 
ered to witness how three Filipino priests 
were garroted, Accused of 
aiding anti-Spanish move- 
ments, Fathers Mariano 
Gomez, Jacinto Zamora and Jose Burgos 
were prime targets for elimination by the 
regular Spanish clergy, who stood to lose 
control of the colonial churches, 
By killing the priests, the colonial mas- 
RESPECTA? 


PESARE 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


TUESDAY, JUNE 13, 2006 

мене Manila Coody wah Rens 
Parl Clty 
Party Condy 
Pay Cay 
Paty Goudy 


WEATHER FORECAST 
FORECAST; Extroma Northern Luzon and Southern Luzon. Visayas 
and Mindanao wil esenence тойу cloudy skies with Scaterad 
Tasas and thunderstorms. Th rest cf Luzon wil e partiy 
‘out o at times claudy wh Isolated ralrshowers or tunder- 
oris mosty n he afernoon or evaring, 
onto aE DIOS онаси оди 


olice clueless 
on latest blasts 


Cops stumped by shadowy group 


Melafacdbd "Cou wil Rans 
[o acy wih Rs 
[3 ‘ous win Rs 
The Создун Rans 
Gen. Sonos Cady wth Pans 
Omdywmfoms omega Сому Fans 
Стоб wit Вано Cagayan da Oro Cloudy wih Rens 
[rod Diody wih Rang 


E-mail: pr_news@inguirercom ph 


Second FRONTPAGE 


p Text us your feedback: inquirer news name/agelcitylmessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


миш 
IT. 
ls aiit 


елешн 
vi a 
qu uf 


By Luige A. del Puerto. 
and Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


ALTHOUGH A SHADOWY GROUP CALLING IT- 
self “Taong Bayan at Kawal" had claimed respon- 
sibility for two of the blasts, police said yesterday 
they were clueless about the explosions that 
shook three neighborhoods in Quezon City, Mani- 
ja and Lipa City almost simultaneously early Sun- 


day morning. 


“The apparently low-grade ex- 
plosions in Quezon City and 
Manila left no casualties, but at 
least eight people were injured in 
the blast in Lipa City, which was 
caused by a hand grenade plant- 
ed ina bag in a jeepney parked at 
the back of a public market. 

“The coincidence that the Que- 
zon City and Manila explosions 
happened less than an hour apart 
may be difficult to explain, but 
evidence does not point to any di- 
rect connection between the two 
indidents,” said Senior Supt. 
Samuel Pagdilao, spokesperson 
of the Philippine National Police. 

Although Taong Bayan at Kaw- 
al had also claimed responsibility 
for the June 6 bombing of the 
Grepalife building in Makati, po- 
lice said they were at a loss as to 
who were behind the group. 

In a press briefing, Pagdilao 
said the manner of the attacks 
and the type of explosives used in. 
“Lipa City, the police bus in Que- 
zon City and the mysterious blast 
at the the police station at Li- 
"wasang Bonifacio in Manila were 
different. 

"Our preliminary investiga- 
tions have not established any 
common denominator to link up 
all these incidents, (either those 
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added 


station 


vicinity. 
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in) Batangas or in Manila," Pagdi- 
lao said. “As to specific identities 
of people (who might have done 
iù, we dont have anything to 
bring to the courts, no concrete 
evidence, and no probable cause 
that might result in a conviction 


‘The claim by Taong Bayan at 
Kawal that it was responsible for 
the Quezon Gity and Manila ex- 
plosions was being treated “with 
prudent suspicion 
quarters may just be riding on 
these incidents to promote their 
own agenda," Pagdilao said. 


that some 


Non-existent 
“As far as we are concerned, 
such group is non-existent,” he 


The blast at the Manila police 

remained а 
While an employee and nearby 
residents reported hearing a loud 
explosion, police found no тасе 
of any explosive device in the 


mystery. 


Pagbilao said the Metro Manila 
explosions were apparently de- 
signed more to scare people than 
cause casualties. 

А spokesman for the military 
ruled out the possibility that sol- 
diers were part of the group and 


А! 


said the Armed Forces were not 
even inclined to investigate. 

“This is the first time that we 
have heard about this group... I 
don’t think there is involvement 
of any member of the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines,” said 
Col. Tristan Kison. 

As a result of the explosions, 
the Makati police said it has 
beefed up security 

“We are on maximum deploy- 
ment now to guard residential a 
eas and the Central Business Dis- 
trict. Some of our men even lack 
sleep,” said Senior Supt. Marietto 
Valerio. 

He said police visibility has 
been increased with round-the- 
clock monitoring by regular pa- 
trol units and Special Weapons 
and Tactics teams. 


Chicken vendors 
Meanwhile, officials at the re- 
gional PNP headquarters at Camp 


PASSING IT ON 
veteran of World War Il points out to two boys the name of a fallen comrade on a memorial wall in 
Baguio City - which serves as a reminder that freedom in order to be preserved must be fought for — 
оп the occasion of the observance of Independence Day yesterday. 


EVESPATU/PDI NORTHERN LIZON URDU 


Vicente Lim in Laguna said yes- 
terday investigators were looking 
into the possibility Sundays 
grenade blast in Lipa City was an 
offshoot of а squabble between 
groups of chicken vendors selling 
chickens. 


Reds, rightists 

Senior Supt. David Quimio, Li- 
ра City police chief, said they 
were not discounting the possibil- 
ity that communist rebels or 
rightist elements were behind the 
attack. 

Quimio said they were also not 
discounting the possibility that 
the blast was related to the explo- 
sions in Metro Manila or the 
failed assassination attempt on 
Governor Sanchez. With Tarra V. 
Quismundo and Dona Z. Pazz- 
ibugan 


uction Dates: 


June 30 - July 3, 2006 
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The murder followed that of 
Bayan Muna coordinator Manuel 
Nardo in Pampanga on May 13 
and of Kilusan Para sa Pambansa 
Demokrasya organizer Ana Liza 


Senior Insp. Nemencio Atendi- 
do, Bongabon police chief, said 
De los Santos, 32, was sitting in 
front of а neighbor's store along 
the highway in Barangay Oliveti 
just after 5 p.m. on Monday when 
two gunmen rode up on a blue 
motorcycle and pumped two bul- 
lets into his head at close range. 
Atendido said one of the gun- 
men was in a camouflage uni- 
form and his face was covered by 


Farmer-leader slain in C. Luzon 


CABANATUAN CITY—ON THE 
eve of the 108th anniversary of 
Independence Day, 
struck anew killing a farmers’ 
group leader in Bongabon, Nueva 
Ecija, 29 km northeast ofthis city. 

Rodolfo de los Santos was the 
‘77th victim of political attacks on 
leaders and members of groups 
led by the Bagong Alyansang 
Makabayan (Bayan) and allied 
party-list organizations in Cen- 
tral Luzon since 2005, the human 
rights advocate Karapatan said 
оп Monday. 

He was a provincial council 
member of the Alyansa ng Mag- 
bubukid sa Gimang Luzon, a 
chapter of the Kilusang Mag- 


Abanador-Gadian in Bataan on 
May 18, 

In Tabuk, Kalinga, villagers 
staged a rally and caravan in the 
town center on Monday for slain 
activist and peace pact holder 
Markus Bangit. 

Bangit, head of the elders’ 
desk of Cordillera Peoples Al- 
liance and vice chair of Bayan 
Muna-Kalinga, was gunned 
down on Thursday night in San 
Isidro, Isabela, by five armed 
men who were aboard a dark 
blue Mitsubishi Delica, Tonette 
Orejas and Anselmo Roque, 
РОЇ Central Luzon Desk, and 
Desiree Calusa, PDI Northern 
Luzon Bureau * 


Miriam bats for repeal of law 
sanctioning ‘honor killing’ 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana 


KILLING A PERSON IS A HEINOUS CRIME 
at carries the death penalty But this is not so 
in the case of a husband who kills his wife after 
catching her having sex with someone else. 
That is because, Sen. Miriam Defensor- 
‘Santiago has pointed out, Article 247 of the 
Revised Penal Code preseribes the penalty of 
destierro for “death or physical injuries under 


j exceptional circumstances." 


Santiago branded this as"abhorrent" and said 
the provision must be repealed. Senate Bill 2146, 
which she filed, seeks to make this possible. 

Destierro or banishment is a prohibition 
against entering a particular place or places, 
limiting one's access to no nearer than outside. 
а 25-km radius of a particular area. Working 
like a restraining order, the light penalty does 
not carry a jail term, 

‘Article 247 states: "Any legally married per- 
son who, having surprised his spouse in the 
act of committing sexual intercourse with an- 
other person, shall kill any of them or both of 
them in the act or immediately thereafter, ог 
shall inflict upon them any serious physical 
injury, shall suffer the penalty of destierro. 


“Jf he shall inflict upon them physical in 
juries of any other kind, he shall be exempt 
from punishment.” 

The article further provides: "These rules 
shall be applicable, under the same circum- 
stances, to parents with respect to their 
daughters under eighteen years of age, and 
their seducer, while the daughters are living 
with their parents." 

Santiago said the article was a “thinly dis- 
guised Philippine version of honor killing," 
practically exempting an accused from pun- 
ishment even if he committed the serious 
crimes of homicide, parricide, murder or seri- 
ous physical injuries. 

Santiago called attention to a case in Cebu in 
2002 when a regional trial court sentenced a 
buko (coconut) vendor to destierro for killing his 
wife and her teenage lover after he caught them 
їп a sexual embrace on а hillside. The vendor 
was barred from coming within 30-km of their 
barangay in Carcar, Cebu, for two years. 

She said destierro was not even intended as а 
penalty but meant to "remove the perpetrating 
spouse or parent from the vicinity and to protect 
him or her from aces of reprisal principally by rel- 
atives ofthe deceased spouse or child.” 


Gordon: Poll passion remains 


By T] Burgonio 


SEN. RICHARD GORDON IS WILLING TO DEBATE 
‘Senate Minority Leader Aquilino Pimentel Jc further 
оп the automated election bill when Congress 
‘opens its third regular session late next month 

Gordon said he was amenable to debating 
the measure even though it had moved from 
the period of interpellation, the time allowed 
for debates, to the period of amendments. 

Gordon ‘vowed to remain "passionate" 
abour his pet piece of legislation after draw- 
ing flak for his emotional privilege speeches 
rebuking the opposition senators whom he 
accused of delaying its passage at last Thurs- 
day's adjournment. - 

^I will be passionate about fighting for 
what I believe will bring true freedom and in- 
dependence to our country, and nobody who 
calls this ‘youthful exuberance’ is going to 
stop me," he said later in a statement. 


Pimentel had branded Gordon's call to pur the 
bill to a vore as "youthful exuberance” and 
sought a “dispassionate” debate when Congress 
begins its next regular session on July 24. 

‘Gordon flared up hours before Thursday’ ай- 
josrmment on leaming that his ЫП would not be 
passed because the opposition had sought to fur- 
ther interpellate him, He took the floor and as- 
sailed his colleagues, going to the extent of dar- 
ing Sen. Sergio Osmefia Ill to a fight. 

"The bill seeks to authorize the Commission 
on Elections to partially use a tamper-proof 
automated election system (AES) in the 2007 
elections and fully implement the system in 
subsequent elections. 

The measure amends and expands the 
scope of the current automation law, Republic 
‘Act Мо. 8436, by authorizing the use of an 
AES in the voting, counting, consolidation, 
canvassing and transmission of election and 
other processes, 
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terday said. 


The report also quoted Dr. 
Emesto Corpuz, a Manila-based 
Phivolcs volcanologist, as saying 
that based on the aerial survey of 
the summit and areas around the. 
volcano yesterday morning, a 
magmatic eruption was not im- 


minent. 


Corpuz said that although 
explosion 
were seen, there were no la- 


steaming 


By Alcuin Papa 


THE PRESIDENTIAL COMMIS- 
sion on Good Government said 
yesterday it would pursue its 
demand to the management of 
Equitable-PCI Bank to explain 
the withdrawal by Martin Ro- 
mualdez of P137 million in se- 
questered funds deposited un- 
der the account of the Ro- 
mualdez-owned Trans Middle 
East Philippines Equities Inc. 


(TMEPED. 


The PCGG said in a state- 
ment released yesterday that 
the October 2005 withdrawal 
ofthe funds, which represent- 
ed dividends pertaining to 
TMEPEI's sequestered shares 
in the bank, violated a Jan- 
чагу 2003 Sandiganbayan or- 
der that those shares, “includ- 
ing the interest earned there- 
on," be deposited in escrow 
with the Land Bank of the 


Philippines. 


The PCGG maintained that 
the money should have re- 
mained in escrow until the is- 
sue on the ownership of the 
shares had been resolved with 
finality in Civil Case No. 035 
filed by the PCGG against Ben- 
jamin "Kokoy" Romualdez and 


others in July 1987. 


Martin Romualdez is a son of 
Kokoy Romualdez, the younger 


Child 
meet 
slated 


THE ASIAN SOCIETY 
for Child & Adoles- 
cent Psychiatry and 
Allied Professions 
(Ascapap) will hold 
its fourth interna- 
tional congress at the 
Crowne Plaza Galle- 
ria Manila in Quezon 
City on June 14-16. 

The сопе, 
which is being held in 
the Philippines for the 
first time, will be host- 
ed by the Child and 
Adolescent Psychia- 
trists of the Philippines 
in parmership with the 
Philippine ^ Mental 
Health Association. Dr. 
Cornelio G. Banaag Jr, 
Ascapap president- 
elect, is also president 
ofthe congress. 

Азсарар was orga- 
nized in Japan in 
1995 to bring togeth- 
ег child psychiatrists 
and other profession- 
als involved in the 
care of children and 
adolescents in Asia. 

Speakers include 
experts from the US, 
Australia, Hong 
Kong, Thailand, Sin- 
gapore, — Vietnam, 
Japan, Taiwan, Ko- 
теа, Malaysia, China 
and the Philippines, 
according to the or- 
ganizing committee 
led by Dr. Jocelyn 
Nieva Yatco-Bautista 
and Regina de Jesus. 
Dr. Sonia Castro-Ro- 
driguez chairs the 
scientific program 
committee. 

For particulars, 
contact the Ascapap 
secretariat at tel 
637-4699 and 635- 
9858 or email as- 
capapQiri-Isys.com; 
Website: www.as- 
capap.org 


Phivolcs d 


Ву Nifio Jesus Orbeta, Е; 
Aguilar and Bobby Labalan 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau. 


CITY—THE PHILIP- 
pine Institute of Volcanology and 
Seismology has discovered a 
fifth crater on Mt. Bulusan, a re- 
port on the aerial survey con- 
ducted by Phivolcs released yes- 


hraim va extrusions observed on 
the summit. 

‘The report said Bulusan was 
silent during the 24-hour obser- 
vation period with no volcanic 
earthquakes recorded and 
steam emissions were observed 
to be “generally weak to moder- 
ate.” 

Alert level two remained hoist- 
ed over the volcano, however, as 
Phivoles said more explosions 
were expected. 

The agency said that if ash ex- 
plosions occurred, they were 
more likely to affect the summit 
and upper slopes only. 

But the ash could be carried 
several kilometers depending on 
the wind, itsaid. 

"This time of year, the north- 
eastern and northern sectors are 


pits 


brother of former First Lady Imel- 
da Marcos. 

The PCGG said it "will take ap- 
propriate steps о recover the said 
amount and institute legal ac- 
tions against the persons respon- 
sible for the illegal withdrawal of 
the deposit.” 

The PCGG sequestered 
TMEPEI's 51,827,640 shares in 
Equitable in April 1986 because 
they were allegedly part of the 
ill-gotten wealth of the Mar- 
coses, their relatives and 
cronies. The shares are current- 
ly equivalent to 7.13 percent of 
the bank's outstanding capital 
stock. 

Last Friday, the Supreme 
Court overturned а Sandigan- 
bayan ruling that had barred 
TMEPEI from voting its shares 
in Equitable-PCIBank during 
the bank's annual stockholders 
meeting in May. It also voided 
the election to the board of an- 
other representative in lieu of 
ТМЕРЕГ$ nominee. 

The high court ordered the 
bank's board and corporate secre- 
tary to recognize TMEPET's nomi- 
nee as the duly elected nominee 
representing the sequestered 
shares. 

Meanwhile, the PCGG clarified 
reports а Commissioner 
William Dichoso had resigned 
from the commission for unex- 


HDPE Solid and Corrugated Pipes 
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most susceptible although near 
surface winds may also carry ash 
to the west and northwest,” the 
agency said. 

The fourkm permanent 
danger zone (PDZ) around Bu- 
lusan remained off-limits to 
people. And Phivolcs warned 
that areas outside the PDZ 
should be approached with 
caution. 

“Should an unusually large ex- 
plosion occur, areas outside the 
danger zone may be affected by 
volcanic flows,” the latest 
Phivolcs bulletin said. 

Tt cautioned that gullies, which 
lead to the middle or upper 
slopes, should also be avoided be- 
cause lahar and steam flows 
could be channeled to these ar- 
eas, especially during the rainy 


season. 


five fas 


cano. 


plained reasons or that he dis- 
agreed with PCGG officials pur- 
suing the possibility of out-of- 
court settlements with the Mar- 
coses over their allegedly ill-got- 


ten wealth. pines. 


The Office of Civil Defense, 
meanwhile, said in its report that 
from Barangay Co- 
gon, Irosin town, were evacuated 
from their homes. 
The evacuees said it was better Г 
to be safe than sorry since their 
houses were very close to the vol- 


They said they saw a “crack” in 
the volcano fronting their houses 
through which lava could flow. 

They also could not stand the 
smell of sulfur, they said. 

In Casiguran, Sorsogon, local 
government personnel 
around checking on residents 
who might have been stricken ill 
by the ashfall. 

Mayor Edwin Hamor said they 
were conducting a survey to de- 


PCGG to seek return of bank dividends 


The PCGG said Dichoso had to 
resign as commissioner after 
President Macapagal-Arroyo ap- 
pointed him to the board of the 
Development Bank of the Philip- 


termine who should be given pri- 
ority help should Bulusan finally 


erupt. 


He assured local residents the 
local government had enough 


а Е 


iscovers 5th crater оп Mt. Bulusan 


provisions for their initial needs. 
But the mayor admitted he was 
a bit at a loss since this was the 
first time his administration was 
responding to such a situation. 


Zamia. Ballpen 


went 
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Picture-perfect skin can now 
be a reality with IPL 
Photorejuvenation Treatment. No 
other procedure has ever been 
developed 
that can 
accomplish 
so much 
with so little 
risk and 
downtime. 


A satisfied 
client, Irene 
Salud- 
Delarosa 
tells us about 
her experience: “I’m very happy 
with IPL. It helped reduce my 
lines, wrinkles and my skin 
pigmentation. It gave me an even 
complexion! When I went to my 
high school reunion, someone 
actually thought I was the daughter 
of her old classmate. She said my 
skin made me look so young!” 


IPL is a gentle, non-invasive 
treatment that uses a broad 
spectrum of light to treat the face, 
neck, chest, back, hands and 
virtually anywhere that sun 
damage or blemishes show. It uses 


rens Said- Delarosa 


EI CORSI 


. A Blemish Eraser - 
That Really Works! 


the Intense Pulsed Light 
technology to correct a variety of 
skin conditions and skin 
imperfections: freckles, skin 
discoloration, signs of aging, age 
spots, unsightly spider veins, 
broken capillaries, rosacea and 
other blemishes. Another fan of 


IPL is actress/interior design ` 


consultant Carmi Martin. She 
happily relates: “I used to have an 
uneven skin tone because of 
7 pigmentation 
and freckles. 
After IPL, my 
skin became 
even! In the 
past I'd 
always have 
to wear 
make-up 
because I was 
afraid to let 
2 people see 
Carmi Martin me without it. 
Now, since I love going to Boracay, 
Ican enjoy the sun and sea make- 
up free!” 


IPL can simultaneously treat a wide 
variety of skin concerns safely and 
effectively. It erases skin damage 
with minor disruption on the skin's 


D Joya peroring he IPL Photorejuvenaton. 
“Treatment on a chent 


surface unlike other conventional 
treatments. 


Restáurateur Cristina Gonzalez- 
Romualdez is another satisfied IPL 
client. She relates: "Some skin 
problems I had were freckles and 
à bit of melasma. IPL gave me a 
more even complexion. It helped 
remove the freckles and the 
melasma. I remember after the 3rd 
or 4th session, there was a big 
improvement. But even after the 
st session, I could already see an 
effect because my pores tightened. 
Somebody told me my skin was 
glowing...and this was right after 
an IPL treatment! The best thing 
about it is there's no downtime. 
Since I like going to the beach and 
going out of town, I'm always 
exposed to the sun. That's why I 
go for IPL treatments after an 
outing, I'm really happy with it!” 


Irene, Carmi and Cristina are only 
three of many satisfied clients who 
have reported a reduction in age 
spots, freckles and other skin 
discolorations. Most women who 


lead active and busy lifestyles 
are happy with the fact that aside. 
from the visible improvement in 
their skin, they experience 
relatively no downtime. This 
means that one can actually have 
fairer, even-toned glowing skin 
after approximately 30 minutes 
of treatment, and can go to work. 
on the same 

day, as if 

nothing 

happened 

at Et 


Now isn't 
this the best 
news for 
your skin? 
To know 
more about 
IPL Photorejuvenation, just. call 
Facial Care Centre at 892-SKIN. 
"That's 892-7546. 


_GET 
40% OFF 
IPL 


when you enroll on 
June 12-17, 2006 only. 


“Grating Gonzater Romualdez 


A. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


Families of working minors get aid 


Eom page Al 

ifored to ensure that they are no 
Johger using child workers,” said 
Angelita Adviento,  ITGLWF 
Philippines coordinator. 

“In exchange, the parents will 
deceive livelihood services, like 
training seminars, as well as capi- 
tal to start a small business,” she 
added. 

‘The children would also get ап 
éducational fund, or allowances 
for their uniforms, textbooks, 
pencils, notebooks and other 
school materials, Adviento said. 


Special day 

Parents who violate the terms 
of the MOA would no longer be 
éligible for future programs. 
However, Adviento expressed 
confidence that many of the par- 
ents would strictly abide by the 
provisions. 

Yesterday, the 200 beneficia- 
ries of the program, accompanied 
by family and friends, gathered at 
the. ballroom of the Quezon 
Memorial Circle for a "Time to 
Play" activity in celebration of 
World Day Against Child Labor. 

The children played parlor 
games and tug-of-war, joined a 
sack race and participated in a 
face-painting contest. 

Christian, an incoming Grade 4 
pupil at the Morning Breeze Ele- 
mentary School in Caloocan, said 
child laborers like him didn't usu- 
ally play or had fun with other 
kids, 

Every day after school, Chris- 
Чап and his 6-year-old sister 
would help out in the family’s 
small business, From 1 p.m. to 4 
рап, he would glue together slip- 
per parts while his sister would 
stick the size numbers onto the 
footwear, 


Gains 

Christian said working for his 
family was not too much trouble. 
However, he was thankful for the 
chance to continue his studies 


SC insists 


From page Al 


рмей the vote in Congress to 
abolish the death penalty lav, un- 
der which six other convicts were 
gxecuted after Echegaray. 

“The Chief Justice told re- 
Porters yesterday that he raised 
the question of Echegaray to 
show “the sheer folly” of main- 
taining the death penalty because 
{ a judicial error occurred, such 
ап error could no longer be cor- 
ected once the punishment was 
carried out. 

Khan said the supposed error 
‘was based mostly on the fact that 
Echegaray was identified in the 
Sape charge as the "father" of the 
tape victim. 


Personal view. 
‚ "The fact remains, however, 
thatit was ruled in the proceed- 
ing that he was the common- 
law husband of the mother of 
the child, which means that's 
álso subject to the death penal- 
ty" Khan said in a phone inter- 
View. 
‘Khan said Panganiban was 
standing by his statement. 
1. "He has stated this as his per- 
gonal view and he certainly did 
not mean to foist it on the other 
thembers of the court,” he said. 
‘Khan also said Panganiban 
“аз always been historically con- 
stent in his opposition to the 
death penalty.” 


‘No one listened to me" 

"He had been speaking about it 
since he was an associate justice. 
But the statement appeared to 
Have kicked up а storm now be- 
qause of the strong emotions gen- 


From page А! 


їп class, for example—the unusu- 
al ring tone is perfect for signal- 
ing the arrival of a text message 
without being detected by an el- 
der of the species. 

_ "When I heard aboutit, I didn't 
Believe it at first,” said Donna 
Lewis, a technology teacher at 
the Trinity School in New York 
City. 

* But one of the kids gave me a 
фору, and I sent it to a colleague. 
She played it for her firs-graders. 
All of them could hear 

ther she nor I could." 

7 Some students have begun 
testing the boundaries of their 
new technology. One place was 
Michelle Musorofit’s freshman 


` 


called in a speech before coalition 
mpembers. 


Convention 182 
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Figures that matter in our nation's life 


Around one in 12 children working 


Аз of the latest Labor Force Survey, 8.4 percent or 2.13 millon children 
‘aged 5 to 17 years are working. Of this number, close to 60 percent, or 
1.25 million, are 15 to 17 years old. Northern Mindanao and Eastern 
Visayas posted the most number of working children. 


Child workers in RP 


AS OF January 2005, one in 12 
Filipino children was working. 
Based on the latest Labor Force 
Survey released by the Bureau of. 
Labor and Employment Statis- 
tics, out of a total 25.3 million 
children aged 5 to 17 years old, 
2.1 million were working. 

A child is an individual below 
18years of age, as defined in the 
1989 United Nations Convention 
on the Rights of the Child. Work. 
Is any form of economic activity, 
which is раі or unpaid, legal or 
Illegal, In formal or informal sec- 
tors. 

Child labor is work done by 
children that prevents them from 
{going to school or exposes thelr 
health to danger. Presently, there 

L 


are no data on child labor Inthe 
Philippines, according to BLES, 
Most of ine working chidren 
were between 15 and 17 years 
bid and found in Northern Min- 
danao (324,000) and Eastem | 
Visayas (221.000). The majority | 
did not fish elementary schoo! 
and worked an averageof28 | 
oreet | 
“There were 132.000 working | 
chidren aged between 5 and 9 
years old, while 748,000 were be- | 
tween 10218 i4yearsold. | 
їп Metro Mania, there were 
59,000 working тістеп, more | 
than һай females. It was the only 
ragion where there were more f= 
Kate Pedroso, PDI Research | 


The Philippines hosted the first 
global march against child labor 
on Jan. 17, 1998, gathering 
NGOs, human rights groups and 
government representatives at 
the Quezon Memorial Circle. 

The march snaked through 
other Asian countries, like Thai- 
land, Cambodia, Vietnam, Laos, 
India and Pakistan, before it met 
the delegations from Africa and 
Europe in Geneva, Switzerland, 


in June 1998. 


without having to work. 

ichihiro Ishibashi, a senior 
specialist on workers at the Inter- 
national Labor Organization 
(LO), said there had been many 
gains in the campaign against 
child labor throughout the world. 

А recent ILO study found that 
child labor, particularly in the 
worst zones, had declined. 

"This is а good development 
but we're not satisfied. Our target. 
is to completely eradicate child 
labor in the world, Ishibashi 
said. "The best way to achieve a 
child-labor-free society isto guar- 
antee decent work and decent 
wages for all parents." 

Kearney agreed that much was 
needed to be done in the cam- 
paign against child labor. 


Global march 

Addressing the children and 
their parents, he said: "Right 
now, there are 200 of you. The 
200 need to become 2,000.” 

The first global march against 


de. 


bell area. 


child labor was held at the same 
place where it started eight years 
ago—the Quezon Memorial Cir- 


With some 200 children from 
various shelters and organiza- 
tions, 37 government institutions 
and nongovernment organiza- 
tions yesterday launched the na- 
tional coalition against child la- 
bor in commercial agriculture 
(NCACLCA) at the park's peace 


Coordinator Alex Apit claimed 
this was the first national coali- 
tion in the world to specifically 
address child labor in commercial 
agriculture. 

‘There are 246 million chil- 
dren workers in the world, 171 
million of whom work under 
hazardous conditions, accord- 
ingtothe ILO. 

“This is where the global 
march started in 1998, the march 
that resulted in the passage of 
ILO Convention 182 on the Worst 
Forms of Child Labor" Apit re- 


bor 


advocacy. 
Hot spots 


АП actions by a child that pro- 
duce services or products are con- 
sidered child labor. There are, 
however, favorable, unfavorable 
and worst forms of child labor, ac- 
cording to Apit. The worst forms 
are what the NCACLCA seeks to 
eliminate with their renewed 
campaign for social awareness. 
There are around four million 
child workers in the Philippines, 
of which 2.8 million are working 
under the “worst forms of child 


labor,” Apit said, 
the National St 


Leo execution was correct 


"The ILO subsequently passed 
Convention 182 which mandates 
‘member states to implement “im- 
mediate and effective measures 
to secure the prohibition and 
elimination of the worst forms of 
child labor as a matter of urgen- 


E 

The Philippines ratified Con- 
vention No. 182 in 2001 and 
passed Republic Act No. 9131 
identifying the worst forms of 
child labor soon after 

"History teaches us that this 
day is important to end child la- 
‘We can eliminate 
Apit, who is also director of the 
Kamalayan Development Foun- 
dation involved in antichild labor 


Young workers in the commer- 


| teuren: молор char in our Mit may 2008 
Бера 


| Kate Pedroso PDI Rosoarch. 


cial agriculture sector make up 
2.1 million of the 2.8 million chil- 
dren in the worst forms of child 
labor. The other sectors are min- 
ing and quarrying, deep sea fish- 
ing, prostitution and domestic 
service, 

‘The Department of Labor and 
Employment has identified com- 
mercial plantations in agricul- 
ture, particularly sugarcane plan- 
tations, as "hot spots" for children. 
workers, that expose them to haz- 
ardous pesticides and very diffi 
cult working conditions. 


Dialogue with parents 

Apit, however, said work in the 
fruit and rubber plantations in 
Mindanao were the most haz- 
ardous for children, followed by 
the work in sugarcane planta- 
tions, where children often get 
cuts from the sharp leaves of the 
sugarcane. 

Children in commercial agri- 
culture are paid from P30 to 100 
per day, depending on their age. 


* said 


By Norman Bordadora 


SHE DOESNT WANT TO HAVE ANYTHING. 
todo with a proposed P10 million compensa- 
tion for her family. All she is interested in is 
Leo Echegaray paying for what he did to her. 

Barangay chair Martin Difio, a former 
guardian of Baby Echegaray, said yesterday 
this was what his former ward told him after 
Chief Justice Artemio Panganiban admitted 
that the Supreme Court may have erred in 
upholding the death sentence on Leo, who 
was executed in 1999. 

Panganiban’s statement prompted calls 
in Congress for the family of Echegaray to 
be paid P10 million in compensation for his 
purported wrongful death. 

"She (said) that she doesn’t want (to 
have) anything to do with the P10 million," 
Difio said. 

Asked whether or not Baby still thought 
Leo deserved to die by lethal injection, Difio 
said she was only interested in Leo suffering 
for what he did. 

“She said we were just following the law 
at that time. If there was no death penalty at 
that time, it would have been fine with her,” 
Difio said. 


Baby not interested in P10-M indemnity plan 


The INQuinza tried to talk to Baby but was 
told she did not want to be interviewed lest 
she get in trouble with her relatives. 


‘Let me be" 

The Inquiner also tried to reach her by 
phone but her mobile was turned off. 

“She asked that people let them be. She 
said that if the (Supreme Court) made a 
mistake, then some people must be taken to 
account,” Diño said at his office in Quezon 
сиу. 

Difio said Baby also asked him ifthe other 
justices shared the opinion of Panganiban. 

Baby was just 10 years old when she was 
raped by Leo inside their home in Quezon 
ity in April 1994. 

Now 22, she has reportedly mended 
fences with her uncles and aunts who live in 
the same neighborhood as she 

Baby also already has a family of her own 
but still supports her four younger siblings 
in their edueation. 

The Free Legal Assistance Group yester- 
day called on the Echegaray family to seri- 
ously consider seeking compensation. 

Cookie Diokno, FLAG secretary general, 
said that the decision on whether or not to 


pursue compensation from the government 
following Leo's supposed wrongful death 
ith his surviving next of kin. 

"We are open to the idea of pursuing the in- 
demnification of Leo's family. That is some- 
thing that we are looking into," Diokno said. 

“Definitely, we will have to talk to the 
family if they'd want to push for their in- 
demnification. Your reports have it that they 
no longer want to involve themselves in 
controversy,” she added. 


Ethics involved 

Diokno said the family would have to be 
the ones to move for any form of compensa- 
tion from the government and FLAG would 
just wait for their decision. 

"There's a certain amount of ethics in- 
volved. We can't be the ones to approach 
them. People might think we're after the 
compensation as well,” she said. 

FLAG handled Leo's case after the 
Supreme Court's decision affirming his 
death sentence. 

It said it was looking forward to the en- 
actment of a law that would indemnify fam- 
ilies of victims of wrongful deaths, as pro- 
posed by Sen. Aquilino Pimentel. 


erated by the repeal of the Death 
Penalty Law and the fact that he is 
now speaking about it as the chief 
justice,” Khan said. 

Panganiban yesterday himself 
stressed this point. 

Speaking in Filipino, he said: “I 
cannot be accused of saying it on- 
ly now because I have been talk- 
ing about it. No one had listened, 
only now that ат the Chief Jus- 
tice." 


He said he deemed it appropri- 
ate to talk about the error during 
the launch of a book on death 
penalty cases published by the 
Free Legal Assistance Group. 


Compensation issue 

He said'he agreed with the 
FLAG lawyers’ stand on capital 
punishment and thought it timely 
toreiterate his stand. 

“There's nothing new,” he said. 


compensate the 


tions.” 


Asked what could be done to 
family 
Echegaray, the Chief Justice said: 
"Whatever is the effect of that 
question, let the lawyers debate 
onit. Eventually, that might reach 
the court. Therefore, I don't want 
to preempt their possible solu- 


Panganiban spoke to reporters 


during the Independence Day cel- 
ebration at the Bonifacio Monu- 


Now comes a ring tone that only teens can hear 


ment in Caloocan City, where he 
of was the guest of honor. 
No finger-pointing 

Pressed to comment on possi- 
ble monetary compensation, Pan- 
ganiban said: “I have done my 
part. It is already being debated 
-.. Itis up to those who are debat- 
ing it what to do.” 

He would not blame anyone 
for the possible judicial mistake. 


hein wid эон 10 yoo ot age, 
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The younger children get lower 
wages, according to Apit, 

"They are also exposed to 
harmful pesticides which cause 
health problems. The effects are 
not immediately felt, but they can 
lead to cancer," he said, 

Apit said studies by the Univer- 
sity of the Philippines Manila's 
Department of Pharmacology 
had shown a link between expo- 
sure to pesticides and respiratory 
ailments among workers. 

‘The NCACLCA just concluded 
a dialogue with parents of chil- 
dren working in sugarcane plan- 
tations last month. The coalition 
would also set a dialogue with 
hacienda owners in Eastern 
Visayas. 

“All institutions blame child la- 
bor on the parents, so we wanted 
to validate. And we learned from 
the parents that their children 
volunteer to help them earn a liv 
ing, seeing the measly income 
they get from a day's work,” Apit 
said. 


“Whether it was the lawyers or 
the justices, the fact is he was exe- 
cuted,” Panganiban said, when 
asked if the defense lawyers 
could be faulted for not pointing 
out that it was not an incestuous 
rape and that Echegaray should 
have only been meted out life im- 
prisonment. 

“Te was proved during the trial 
that he was only a lover of the 
mother of the victim nota stepfa- 
ther or father,” he said. 


SC resolution needed 

“It does not mean that he was 
not a rapist. The only question is 
what could have been the penal: 
ty" he said. 

House Minority Leader Francis 
Escudero said the Supreme Court. 
should first come out with a for- 
mal resolution stating that it 
erred in affirming the death sen- 
tence on Echegaray before his 
family could be compensated. 

House Majority Leader Pros- 
pero Nograles said the compensa- 
tion issue should be left to the ju- 
diciary to decide, instead of hav- 
ing Congress pass a “specific leg- 
islation" for Echegaray's family. 

"The Chief Justice was only ex- 
pressing his personal opinion and 
it carries no legal weight unless 
the high court comes out with a 
resolution adopting his position," 
Escudero said. 

Executive Secretary Eduardo 
Ermita said Panganiban's admis- 
sion that the Supreme Court 
might have erred on Echegaray 
bolstered President Macapagal 
Arroyo's move to do away with 
thedeath penalty. With reports 
from Philip C. Tubeza and Gil C. 
Cabacungan 


Correct 


honors math class at Roslyn High 
School on Long Island in New 
York. 

One recent moming a 
high-pitched ring tone went off 
that set teeth on edge for anyone 
who could hear it, To the stu- 
dents surprise, that group includ- 
ed their teacher. 

"Whose cell phope is that?" de- 
manded Musorofiti, who is 28. 

"You can hear that?" one of 
them asked. 

“Adults are not {upposed to be 
able to hear that! said another, 
according to the, teacher's ac- 
count. 

She heard that, Musorofiti 
said. "Now tum it off,” she said. 

‘The cell phone ring tone that 
Musorofiti heard was the off- 


shoot of an invention called the 
Mosquito, which was developed 
last year by a Welsh security com- 
pany to annoy teenagers and 
gratify adults—not the other way 
around. 

Mosquito was marketed as a 
teenager repellent, an ear-split- 
ting 17-kilohertz buzzer designed 
to help shopkeepers disperse 
young people loitering in front of 
their stores while leaving adults 
unaffected. 

The principle behind it is a 
biological reality that hearing 
experts refer to as presbycusis, 
ог aging ear. While Musorofiti 
is not likely to have it, most 
adults over 40 or 50 seem to 
have some symptoms, scientists 
say. 


While most human commu- 
nication takes place in a fre- 
quency range between 200 and 
8,000 hertz (a hertz being the 
scientific unit of frequency 
equal to one cycle per second), 
most adults’ ability to hear fre- 
quencies higher than that be- 
gins to deteriorate in early mid- 
dle age. 

But someone—a person un- 
known at this time, but probably 
not someone with presbycu- 
sis—realized that the Mosquito, 
which uses this common adult 
abnormality to the advantage of 
adults, could be turned against 
them. 

So was the Mosquito noise 
reinvented asaringtone. New 
York Time News Service 


IN THE JUNE 10 ISSUE, an “In the Know” rejoinder on the 
Leo Echegaray case on Page A9 misstated that all the 15 
members of the Supreme Court, including then Associate 
Justice Artemio Panganiban, had concurred in the decision 
‘affirming the lower court's imposition of the death penalty 
оп Echegaray. Panganiban, who is now the Chief Justice, 
yesterday told the Inquirer that he was among the three 
members of the tribunal who dissented. By court tradition, 
the June 1996 decision was per curiam [by the court]—the 
authors were not identified and all the justices signed with- 
out any comment to show that the affirmation of the death 
penalty was a valid decision. 

з may send their requests for correction of factual errors in writin 
vo tere ety тшге OI Balding, Chro Races AY. 
enue corner Mascardo Street, Макай Cty, ах Nos. 897-47-93/94; e-mail 
address daydesk@inquirercom ph н 

Complaints about lack f fairness or ебе may be sent 1o Loma 
Kalaw rol, readers advocate, e-mail address: readersadvocate@inguir- 
сот. ph or fax Nos. 89747-9394, Attn: Readers Advocate, Her phone 
‘numbers 897-8808 Local 342. 
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From page Al 

Ermita pointed out that Sigaw ng 
Bayan had already gathered the required 
number of signatures for a people's ini- 
tiative, one of the three modes of amend- 
ing the Constitution, the other two being 
а constituent assembly whose members 
are senators and congressmen and a con- 
stitutional convention whose delegates 
are elected by the people, 

“(Dn the end, it's the people's deci- 
sion, that’s why ies called a people's ini- 
tiative,” Ermita told reporters. 

Sigaw ng Bayan is set to file its peti- 
tion in the Commission on Elections after 
it gathered more than 9 million signa- 
tures. 

Proponents of a people's initiative 
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Day of reckoning at hand, says GMA 


must collect the signatures of at least 12 
percent of all the registered voters na- 
tlonwide and 3 percent in each legisla- 
tive district, 


Шера! 

Citing a Supreme Court ruling (Santi- 
ago v Comelec), opponents of Sigaw ng 
Bayan's signature drive maintain that 
the people's initiative is illegal because of 
the absence of an enabling law. 

‘Asked whether it was prudent for the 
President to make statements on Charter 
change in her Independence Day speech, 
Ermita said Ms Arroyo announced dur- 
ing her State of the Nation Address last 
year that her "vision" was to institute po- 
litical reforms through Charter change. 

The President's political adviser 
Gabriel Claudio said a people's ini- 
tiative was the way to go to achieve 
Charter change, 

“Well, unless the impasse or the 
deadlock between the House and 
4) the Senate could be resolved, I 


guess it would have to be a people's ini- 
tiative," Claudio told reporters, 

He said that even House leaders push- 
ing for a constituent assembly were al- 
ready saying that they would "throw 
their full support behind the people's ini- 
tiative ifthe deadlock is not broken." 


Stalled 

The Cha-cha train of Malacafiang has 
been stalled, with the Senate and the 
House of Representatives unable to 
come into any agreement on the propos- 
al to amend the Charter through a con- 
stituent assembly convened by 
Congress. 

‘The senators believe they have convinced 
members of the House that they canit do it 
alone in amending the Constitution, 

"They have realized that there's no con- 
stitutional basis for their position that we 
vote jointly, and that voting separately is 
the Key" Sen. Richard Gordon, who leads 
the upper chamber in the talks, said, 

“They have no highway to amend the 
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Constitution in a justifiable way" 


їп Sen. Rodolfo Biazon's view, ће deci- 
sion of House members to resume talks in 
August was a sign that they had realized 
that they need the Senate to amend the 
Constitution through a constituent assem- 
bly (Comas), 

“The House has realized that the fist 
step—pushing the people's initiative—is 
dead in the water, They're trying to take an- 
other tack by getting the Senate to agree to 
а Con-ass,” he said. “They can't railroad it.” 

Gordon, chair of the Senate commit- 
tee on constitutional amendments, met 
with IRs House counterpart, Cagayan de 
Ого Rep. Constantino Jaraula, on Thurs- 
day but failed to agree on anything ex- 
cept to meet again, 

‘At the closed-door meeting, Gordon 
proposed that lawmakers focus on 
amending only the Charter's economic 
provisions, an offer roundly rejected by 
congressmen, 

‘The two panels first sat down for a dia- 
logue on May 24 to thresh out whether 
Congress should vote jointly or separately 
once convened into a constituent assembly. 
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‘The conflict stemmed from the provi- 
sion in the Constitution that states that 
an amendment to of revision of the Char- 
ter may be proposed by Congress upon a 
vote of “three-fourths of all its mem- 
bers.” 

The dialogue came after senators out- 
lined their position that Congress could 
amend the Charter without sitting as а 
constituent assembly, through legislation. 

Senate Minority Leader Aquilino Pi- 
mentel Jr, for his part, said the Constitu- 
tion would not be amended or revised 
unless the administration-dominated. 
House agreed that the two chambers of 
Congress should vote separately on any 
amendment. 

“No matter what they agree on, if they 
insist on their proposition that we vote 
Jointly, it will be blocked in the Senate," 
he said. 

Gordon voiced doubts the House 
could muster three-fourths of its mem- 
bets to pass a resolution to amend the 
Charter to pave the way for a shift to par- 
liamentary government. 

"боли think they have the three-fourths 
vore on the shift to a parliamentary govem- 
ment. But even if they have, they still need 
to get the three-fourths vote in the upper 
House,” he said. 

Bur Sen, Edgardo Angara expressed 
the hope that the Senate could muster 
the three-fourths vote. 

“Once the House agrees to vote sepa- 
rately, this Charter change will push 
through,” he said, 

Angara said a Con-ass was the only le- 

gal and expeditious 
way of amending the 
Constitution. He 
a Con-con would be 
Very expensive and 
would take a long 
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He said the peo- 
ples initiative being 
pushed by the Union 
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Respect political agitators-they prepare ground for change 


From page Al unsuccessful, their writings on 
the decadent rule of the colonial 
government helped the common 
Filipino recognize his own feeling 
of oppression. 

He recognized the enormity of 
his helplessness and he felt the 
urge for immediate salvation. It 
compelled him to pursue the only 
avenue of righteous reaction of- 
fered to the inarticulate—revolu- 
tion. 

The call for assimilation with 
Spain became a call for separa- 
tion. 


Death to intellectuals 

‘The intellectuals—masters of 
controlled criticisms and loyal re- 
formists—were alienated and 
discarded by the whirlwind of 
revolutionary passion enveloping 
the land. 

In the persecution that fol- 
lowed, the intellectuals were the 
first to be hunted down, impris- 
опей and executed. Many of 
them died disowning the revolu- 
tion. Still, the masses looked up 
to them for guidance. And some 
ofthe elite did join the revolt and 
became leaders. 

During the American rule, 
most of the leaders of the revolu- 
tion settled for accommodation 
within the new colonial struc- 
ture. Their drift from the original 
goal of the revolution showed the 
masses how leaders could betray 
their followers. 

This compelled the masses to 
look for leaders in their own 
ranks. Resistance took on a new 
degree of intensity. 


ters advertised that resisting their 
тше was folly. But the message 
that got across was: To fight for 
Justice was holy 

The executions became the 
catalyst for a united front of 
protest. They also breathed life 
into the Propaganda Movement 
that would clamor for the equali- 
ty of Filipinos and Spaniards be- 
forethelaw. 

It was a peaceful but forceful 
call for reforms, and ushered in 
the age of intellectual heroes. In 
the politics of agitation, the pro- 
pagandists were the moderates. 
Spawning a revolution was far- 
thest from their minds, but they 
warned of its inevitability if re- 
forms were not granted. 

Since most of the movement's 
leaders belonged. to the upper 
class, it was but natural to ex- 
pect that the maximum results 
of reform would be for their 
benefit, namely wider political 
participation, greater freedom 
and a share in the Philippine 
‘economy. 

This snot to say that the plight 
of the poorer Filipinos was for- 
gotten, but it emphasized the 
mode of change the propagan- 
dists preferred. 


Recognizing oppression 

Instituting reforms does not 
encourage battles that devastate 
markets, destroy homes or oblit- 
erate an idyllic way of life. A revo- 
lution does. 

The propagandists failed in 
their endeavor. Spain was too 
hassled by internal affairs that 
the grievances of the Filipinos 
had to wait until it was too late. 

But while the peaceful appeal 
for change by the moderates was 


Workers organize 
It was a new dawn for the radi- 
cals. Peasants began to organize. 
Workers began to form unions. 
Despite the promise of emanci- 
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pation by the new government, 
the peasants found themselves 
pretty much in the same quag- 
mire as when they left it to fight 
for the revolution—a life of servi- 
tude, usury, high taxes and ex- 
ploitation. 

The early peasant movements 
displayed a quasi-religious state 
of armed belligerency, led by peo- 
ple with a messianic complex. 
Most of them declared adherence 
to the traditions of the old 
Katipunan. 

There was a revival of the pula- 
Janes in Negros Occidental. There 
‘were the colorums in Luzon and 
Surigao. Their uprising was fierce 
but ultimately doomed to fail in 
the face of concentrated military 
operations. 

In 1922, the year the Soviet 
Union was established, the First 
Tenant Congress was held in 
Manila. The unionized farmers 
seized harvests from warehous- 
es, declared strikes, destroyed 
dikes and irrigation systems, 
demonstrated in front of munic- 
pal buildings, and burned 


bution. 


ant 


crops. 


hectares of sugarcane fields, all 
їп the name of basic rights, just 
compensation and land distri- 


‘And people began to listen. 


First labor union 
Arich landowner, Pedro Abad 
Santos (older brother of Jose 
‘Abad Santos), who fought in the 
Filipino-American War and was 
captured and pardoned, was 
elected to the Philippine Assem- 
bly in 1917. Later, he founded 
his Socialist Party and led peas 
protests, 
strategies, from peaceful sit-ins 
to strikes and destruction of 


los Reyes in jail. 


In 1924, a political party of the 
workers was created, the Partido 
Obrero de Filipinas. 1t showed a 
strong inclination to Marxist phi- 
losophy. The organization fa- 
thered the Partido Komunista ng 
Pilipinas (PKP), which was estab- 


lished in 1930. 
Strikes 


using various 


gal in 1932. 


Fellow landlords vilified Don 
Pedro “Perico” Abad Santos as a 
traitor to his class. 

‘The first labor union organized 
during the American era was the 
Union de Litografos de Impre- 
sores de Filipinas, founded by 
abelo de los Reyes, who was also 
the founder of the Philippine In- 
dependent Church. 

The workers’ demands includ- 


and peasant 
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ed higher wages and education. 
Strike they did, which landed De 


became more fre- 
quent and anti-imperialistic. In 
опе incident, more than 10,000 
workers marched in Manila, ез. 
chanting inflammatory slogans 
and waving red flags. The gov- 
emment declared the PKP ille- 


Collective protest 
Suppression of labor unions 
organizations 
prompted workers to create se- 
cret societies. Others took to the 
hills. When the mass-based Sak- 
dalista Party critical ofthe Ameri- 
can control of the economy and 
military bases, campaigned to 
boycott the Constitution, the 


colonial government branded the 
Sakdals as seditious and ordered 
their arrest. 

Some 60,000 Sakdal members 
took up arms and invaded munic- 
{pal buildings in Laguna, Cavite, 
Bulacan and Rizal on May 2, 
1935. In ensuing battles, 57 Sak 
dals were killed. 

Through the years, the radi- 
calization of protests provoked 
military brutality. In the 1960s, 
the spirit of nationalism ani- 
mated universities and campus- 


The 1986 "people power" up- 
rising that booted out strongman 
Ferdinand E. Marcos demonstrat- 
ей the strength of the collective 
protest. 

Guided and goaded forward 
by political agitators, protest 
movements, when ignored ‘by 
the government, do not fade 
away. They retreat to gain mo- 
mentum, threatening to engulf 
everything in the forward rush 
to cleanse an unresponsive gov- 
ernment. 

Tes called a revolution. 
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GMA heckler, 


other protesters 
detained in Cavite 


Frof page Al 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo during graduation 
cérémonies at the Cavite State University 
(CAVSU) in April, was detained along with 
youth leader Jonna Landicho. 

“Hwelve other militants were detained 
later. 

Police confiscated banners reading 
«руа na Kalayaan” (Fake Independence) 
and urging Ms Arroyo's ouster. 

‘Nice President Noli de Castro was deliver- 
ingspeech at the shrine at around 7:30 a.m. 
‘whgn police grabbed Pangilinan and the oth- 
ers. 

‘We have prepared our personnel for 
them. We made sure that the incident in 
CavSU would not happen during the cele- 
bration of Independence Day here," said Se- 
nior Insp. Ruben Mojica, the Kawit police 
chief. 


Held for 4 hours 

Police freed the activists after four hours. 

‘The others detained belonged to the 
groups Gabriela, Kalipunan ng Damayang 
Mahihirap (Kadamay), Solidarity of Cavite 
Workers and Bagong Alyansang Makabayan 
(Bayan). 
nfThey were just invited for questioning. 
‘The'police just prevented them from disrupt- 
iig a public ceremony" Senior Supt. Benjardi 
Matitele, the Cavite police director, said in an. 
interview. 

Over a dozen activists were also arrested 
during last year’s celebration. 


Heavy security 

А total of 350 policemen were deployed to 
secure Freedom Park and the Aguinaldo 
Shrine, where the celebrations were held. 
Army and Navy troops augmented security in 
théarea. 

Та the April incident, Pangilinan and nine 
other militants were charged with public 
scandal for heckling Ms Arroyo. 

Pangilinan, a Mass Communication gradu. 
aie whose parents hawk cotton candy and 
candles, said she was now working with a 
nongovernmental organization based in 
Cavite 


No future 
^Pangilinan said she and Landicho were 
waking toward the shrine when police 
stopped them. 

“AS long as the fake President remains 
deaf to the call of the youth and the Fil- 
pinos for her to step down, I will not stop 
joining rallies to call for her ouster,” she told 
theJNQUIRER. 

“Youths like me have no bright future un- 
derer administration.” 

bandicho, 28, said she would file charges of 
slight physical injuries and snatching against 
the.policewoman who allegedly took her cel- 
lular phone. 


Cell phone returned 

“What they did to us was a violation of our 
rights. We were arrested by policewomen 
who did not even bother to identify them- 
seWves,” Landicho said. 

Her phone was returned to her before her 
release. 

*The police should have let the ralliers say 
ther sentiments. After all, we are celebrating 
out-freedom day,” said an ambulant vendor, 
wih saw the incident. 

"Barangay tanod Fred de Guzman said the 
protesters should have picked another day for 
thelr protest 

“This celebration is а sacred ceremony 
Hi ing а rally during the ceremony is like dis- 


hogoring our flag," De Guzman said. 
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Ast Reading: 1K 17:7-16 
Gospel: Matthew 5:13-16 
, Jesus said to his disciples, "You are the salt 
“Of the earth. But if salt has lost its strength, 
How can it be made salty again? It has be- 
"come useless. І can only be thrown away and 
people will trample on it. 

"You are the light of the world. A city built 
-olva mountain cannot be hidden. No one 
lights a lamp and covers it; instead itis puton | 
a lampstand, where it gives light to everyone 
sin.che house. In the same way your light must 
shine before others, so that they may see the 
iod you do and praise your Father in heav- 
en.” 

Gommentary 

Now a widow—not an Israelite, but an out- 

-sider—provides for Elijah, and they survive to- 
“gether on what God provides daily for them. 
She listened to his word, obeyed and trusted. 
"And Jesus proclaims that we are to be salt for 
the world: taste, curing of food, medicine, es- 
sential for life/survival; once a form of curren- 


And we are to be light, all of us together 
"shining on a hill, giving direction, vision, hope, 
guidance, so that in all we do, God is honored 
Sand others begin to catch glimpses of our God 
"ip our lives 
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108th Freedom Day celebration p^ iff 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo raises her wine glass for a toast with Papal 
Nuncio Archbishop Fernando Feloni during the vin d'honneur in Malacafiang. 
NeoN 


VICE President Noli de Castro leads the traditional flag-raising 
ceremony from the balcony of the Aguinaldo Shrine in Kawit, Cavite. 
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CBCP warns of subtle dictatorship — : 


MEMBERS of the 


ilitant Anakbayan march on the streets of Baguio 


City to mourn the "death" of freedom in the country. 
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From page Al 
students who tried to disrupt a flag-raising 
ceremony ata historic shrine in Kawit, Cavite, 
led by Vice President Noli de Castro. (See sto- 
ryon Page Al.) 

"We have freed ourselves from the punish- 
ment of the death penalty.” Lagdameo said. 

"But we still have to free ourselves from 
drug addiction and drug lords, from jueteng 
addiction and jueteng lords, from the tempta- 
tion to extort and to bribe, from exploitation 
of women and children, from the killings of 
militants, labor leaders and journalists with- 
out the benefit of just trial, from torture and 
maltreatment of every kind, from graft and 
corruption and subtle dictatorship." 

Lagdameo said Filipinos themselves were 
enslaving their countrymen. "A painful experi- 
ence of Filipinos today is that even if we freed 
ourselves from foreign oppression, there аге 
still Filipinos who enslave their fellow Fil- 
pinos." 

Lagdameo also called on the people to contin- 
ue resisting moves to amend the Constitution. 


Introducing 


BPIDIRECT 
Savings Bank 


A phone and internet bank para sa mga Expat Pinoy, mula sa 
Bank of the Philippine Islands. It offers the most convenient and safest 
way to manage your finances even when you are away from home. 
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It's easy to BPInoy, anywhere in the world with the 
BPInoy Pabaon Pack brought to you by BPI Direct. 


BPInoy when you save! 

We give you a BPInoy Savings Account to make it easier for 
you to secure your family's future. Maaari rin kayong 
mag-remit with this account, kaya madali at mabilis ang 
pagpapadala ng pera sa inyong pamilya. 


BPInoy when you spend! 

We give you a BPI Credit Card to help you in your start-up 
expenses, and to open doors for you especially when you 
are in a new country. At dahil Mastercard, it's accepted 
anywhere in the world. 


BPInoy when you connect! 


We give you access to BPInoy counselors who are available 
24/7 to help you with your bank requirements and inquiries. 
You can inquire about all ВРІ Direct products and services 
including BPInoy auto and housing loans. Just call 89-100 or 
the toll-free number of the area where you are in, as listed 
in your ВР1воу Pabaon Pack. 


Sa BPI Direct Savings Bank, siguradong may maaasahan kayo sa inyong pakikipagsapalaran 
sa ibang bayan. And you can be sure na ang inyong pinaghirapan ay mapalalago at 


mababantayan. Dahil kami ay nar 


wala na ang tagumpay ninyo ay tagumpay nating 


lahat. Kaya itaas ang noo and be proud. Dahil saan ka man sa mundo; you can BPInoy. 


For more information on how to BPlInoy, 
call 89-100 or visit www.bpidirect.com 
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He led 2,500 protesters at the Пойо Capitòl. 
grounds to say "no to Cha-cha (Chartér 
change)." 

“Му reason for being here is because this is a' 
principled and moral statement" said the prelate. 

He said any changes in the Constitution should 
be implemented through a constitutional conven, 
tion whose delegates are elected by the people. 7. 

"We are not against Charter change per se, but 
ме are against Charter change by the present 
Congress converting itself into a constituent as- 
sembly. From history we learn that dictators are 
products of and supported by parliamentary 
forms of government,” said Lagdameo. 

He reiterated the CBCP position that the re- 
form and modernization of the electoral pro- 
cess should be continued and that the 2007 
elections should be held. 

But Lagdameo said he was not sure if the 
protest rally would convince Cha-cha sup- 
porters to back down, 

“We can go on expressing our (sentiments). 
We are not alone. This is not the only time 
that (religious groups) have held similar ac- 
tivities,” he told reporters. 


Prayer rally in Manila 

At the Liwasang Bonifacio in Manila, reli 
gious leaders and members of militant groups. 
gathered yesterday afternoon to hold a prayer 
Tally against Cha-cha and denounce the 
killings of administration critics. 

Marching from the Mabuhay Rotonda in 
Quezon City and passing through Quezon 
Bridge in Quiapo, some 5,000 members of 
militant groups such as Kilusang Mayo Uno, 
Bayan and Bayan Muna reached Liwasang 
Bonifacio at around 4 p.m. 

The protest march was “peaceful and orderly" 

А phalanx of policemen initially blocked 
the demonstrators at Nicanor Reyes (Moray- 
ta) Street at around 3:30 p.m. but they were 
eventually allowed to proceed. 

Ronalyn Olea, Bagong Alyansang Mak- 
abayan (Bayan) information officer, said the 
police officials in the area allowed the demon- 
strators to pass since they were able to obtain 
а permit from Manila City Hall. 

"The program, titled "Inter-faith Worship Cel- 
ebration for the Filipino Nation” was attended 
by party-list Rep. Satur Ocampo, San Juan May- 
or JV Ejercito, Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay, 
Manila Vice Mayor Danny Lacuna and former 
Vice President Teofisto Guingona. 


National artist 3 

Three days after receiving his award as а 
National Artist for Literature, Bienvenido 
Lumbera accused President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo of trampling on the country’s freedoms 
by pushing for Charter change. 

The move to revise the Constitution "will 
trample on our hard-won freedoms, our na- 
tional patrimony and sovereignty and will 
strengthen the rule of the few in our society,” 
Lumbera said at the rally. 

“Ms Arroyo's [Charter change] is the exact 
opposite of what our forefathers stood for when. 
they fought for Philippine independence more 
than a century ago,” said Lumbera, who was 
‘conferred the title of National Artist by Ms Ar- 
тоуо on Friday, along with six other artists. 
Freedom from Ms Arroyo 

In a short homily, Bishop Teodoro Bacani 
said that while the Philippines may have 
achieved independence from foreign invaders 
and the dictator Ferdinand Marcos, it had yet 
to achieve freedom from Ms Arroyo. 

“The administration has abolished death 
sentences but not the death squad,” Bacani 
said. “They say the Filipino people are free 
but in the event that they speak against the 
government, we do not know if they would 
still be free the next day" 

Bishop Eleazar Pascua of the United 
Church of Christ in the Philippines (UCCP) 
said that 18 church people had been assassi; 
nated since 2004. 

Fifteen of the victims were UCCP members, 
Pascua said. "The present administration has 
failed to stop these senseless deaths.” 

For his part, Bishop Alberto Ramiento of the 
Iglesia Filipina Independiente said Cha-cha 
would not be beneficial to the Filipino people. 

"We do not believe that the administration 
would implement a good parliamentary form of. 
government," Ramiento said. "They would only 
use it to prolong the stay of those in power.” 

About 3,000 protesters denounced the 
killings and Cha-cha in a rally in Caloocan City. 

Wilson Fortaleza of Laban ng Masa said the 
killings, the prevailing poverty and the “sup 
pression of truth...are testament that there is 
no real freedom today.” 

For his part, Chief Justice Artemio Pangani- 
ban told a separate Independence Day cele- 
bration: “Liberty from political persecution 
would not be good if there is poverty" 

1n Bacolod City Bishop Vicente Navarra led 
some 10,000 people in a rally against Cha- 
cha, which he called the "Christian fight for. 
freedom." 

Only about 8,000 took part in the rally, ac- 
cording to the police, but Fr. Anecito Buenafe, 
Social Action Center director of the Diocese of 
Bacolod, said there were 20,000 participants. 

‘About 300 members of Bayan Muna and its 
affiliates in Cebu also staged a rally, not to op- 
pose Cha-cha but to call on the government tq 
act on the killings of activists and journalists. 

"We are arousing patriotism in our country- 
men and saying it is about time we put up a 
united stand against people who want to en- 
eroach on our Constitution and eventually оп 
our freedom,” Navarrasaid. Reports from 
Nestor Р Burgos Jr, Carla Р Gomes, Jolene 
R. Bulambot and Jhunnex Napallacan, PDI 
Visayas Bureau; Allan Nawal, PDI Min- 
danao Bureau; Christian V. Esguerra, Mar- 
gaux Ortiz, Tina G. Santos and Nancy Car- 
vajal in Manila; INQ7.net 
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The Senate 
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national budget for 2006 has again triggered calls 
for the abolition of the Senate and a change to a 
unicameral legislature. Unicameralists say that a one- 
chamber legislature will put an end to political turmoil, 
increase efficiency, speed up the legislative process and 
ultimately benefit the people. 
д "We believe—especially at this time 
EDITORIAL when there is a growing tendency to- 
ward authoritarianism—a vigilant 
Senate can serve as an effective check on the Executive, 
‘The nation has seen how a politically smart President can 
pend the House of Representatives to her will—to kill an 
impeachment move, or make it pass a general appropria- 
tion bill that promotes their selfish political interests. With- 
out a Senate, what will serve as a check on an Executive- 
House combine? 

‘A bicameral legislature is more representative of the 
miultiplicity of interests in a diverse, ethnically fragmented 
and geographically dispersed nation like ours. A bicameral 
legislature increases the probability of direct contract be- 
tween the legislators and their constituents, The congress- 
men, elected by district, represent smaller, more cohesive 

constituencies; the senators, elected at large, represent the 
entire nation. 

The double representation of citizens in a bicameral 
“Congress promotes a balanced representation of conflict- 

ing interests. Two chambers with different membership, 
terms of office, leadership and perspectives make possible. 
a diversity of outlooks and points of view on legislative 
work and decisions, 

A bicameral legislature is more stable in membership 
and more temperate in thought and action than a unicam- 
eral one. Young, more impulsive congressmen who are an- 
swerable to smaller constituencies respond more quickly to 
changing popular sentiment; the generally more mature 
senators, answerable to the nation at large, bring a long- 
term, wider view to legislative decisions. 

A bicameral Congress—because it has more members, 
leaders and committees—possesses more capacity and ex- 
pertise. Contention and debate between the two chambers 
may reflect more effectively the views and desires of the 
people. 

‘A second chamber restrains and limits the power of legis- 
lators. The bicameral system disperses power among the 
miembers of Congress constitutionally, rather than relying 
ой the members themselves to limit the power of their 
leaders. 

А bicameral legislature produces quality legislation be- 
cause it holds more hearings before more people, slows 

down the decision-making process (haste usually results in 
half-baked measures), and offers more opportunities for 
debate, reflection and a more deliberate second thought. 
Every measure is discussed and approved by two separate 
{groups of legislators with different views and insights. 

Conference committees in a bicameral Congress often 

improve a measure by forcing legislators to listen to their 

сїйє, restudy their positions and consider striking a com- 
“promise before its final passage. Of course, sometimes ir- 
Tegularities occur in conference committee meetings, but 
these can be lessened if citizens will demand the utmost 
transparency from their lawmakers. 

The Senate, an assembly of elders (senex is Latin for 
:"'old"), originated in ancient Rome and was a source of 
"strength and stability of the great Roman Empire. This con- 

cept of a chamber of elder legislators was adopted by the 
United States, and from there it was transplanted to the 
Philippines which experimented with the unicameral sys- 
tem before settling on a bicameral legislature. 

‘The Senate of the Philippines has had a rich and glorious 
history. Until the imposition of martial law, it was an assem- 
bly of outstanding parliamentarians, lawyers, economists, 
foreign policy experts, educators and other professionals of 
the land. It was where great men like Claro M. Recto, 
‘Lorenzo Tafiada, Jose W. Diokno, Lorenzo Sumulong and 
Joyito Salonga flourished. It was the training ground of 
presidents, and it actually produced Manuel Quezon, Ser- 
gio Озтейа Sr, Manuel Roxas, Elpidio Quirino, Carlos Р 
Garcia and Ferdinand Marcos. It was only recently, with the 
advent of “show- biz" politics, that its membership was di- 
luted with movie actors, comedians and athletes, 

“Do away with the Senate and the bicameral system? We 
don't think it's a good idea. Especially at this time; a uni- 
cameral legislature that will serve as the rubber stamp of a 
politically smart and assertive President will not do the na- 
tion much good. It needs a strong, independent-minded 
Senate to serve as a check on a compliant House and an au- 
thoritarian President. 
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‘Drip, trickle and splash’ 


‘THAT'S THE TITLE OF A REPORT ON AN 
irreplaceable resource: water. We're “stretch- 
ing our supplies to the breaking point,” the re- 
port, which was prepared by the Pacific Insti 
tute for Studies in Development, warns. 

Water underpins the debate over the La Mesa. 
watershed, the Angat dam, and the polluted 
wells in Maguindanao. "(1t has become a criti- 
cally constrained resource...particularly in areas 
around Manila and Cebu, threatening socio-eco- 
nomic development,” a World Bank study ob- 
serves. 

Seven other cities—namely, Davao, Baguio, 
‘Angeles, Bacolod, Пойо and Cagayan de 
Oro—were listed as "water-critical areas" in an 
earlier Japan International Cooperation Agency 
study. 

1n 29 provinces, over a quarter of people are 
denied safe potable water, the UN's Philippine 
Human Development Report 2005 notes. These 
provinces are: Apayao, Benguet, Nueva Vizcaya, 
Capiz, Bukidnon, North Cotabato, Посоз Norte, 
Kalinga, Guimaras, Zamboanga del Norte, Bo- 
hol, Quezon, Masbate, Occidental and Oriental 
Misamis, Camarines Norte, Agusan del Sur 
Leyte, Negros Oriental and Occidental—plus the 
entire Autonomous Region in Muslim Min- 
danao. 

In contrast, almost all residents of Pampanga, 
Laguna, Bataan, Abra, Isabela and Catanduanes, 
can tap into safe water—showing what is possi- 
ble. 

‘There's no substitute for water. The body 
needs a minimum of three liters a day to get by. 
Wedrinkor we die. 

Industry and municipal use accounts for a 
liter and a half out of every 10 liters pumped up. 
Seven is funneled into irrigation, mostly for food 
production. Central Luzon, for example, pro- 
duces a fifth of the country's total farm harvests, 
numer reports. But that would be crippled if, as 
trends signal, water demand would double over 
the region’s limited potential supply of only 12.5 
million cubic meters. Irrigation cutbacks would 
affect harvests—and send politically volatile rice 
prices soaring, 


1 DISAGREE STRENUOUSLY WITH THOSE 
who criticize the Poe family for spurning the 
National Artist Award for Fernando Poe Jr. I 
disagree even more strenuously with those 
who lament the injection of “politics” in art, ac- 
cusing the Poes of the crime. 

‘The people who say those things forget their 
history, specifically the history of the National 
Antist Award itself, That Award has been 
steeped in politics, and I do not mean by that, 
simply the intramurals that go into its choice of 
artists. 1 leave that to the people in the arts to 
debate, as they have done so furiously over the 
decades. All awards will always be fraught 
with politics in that respect. I know because 1 
have been a judge in various writing competi- 
tions for many years, Decisions are an en- 
graved invitation to controversy, some more 
than others. 

But far than that, when it first arose, the Na- 
tional Artist Award had both a laudable and 
un-laudable function. The laudable one was to 
give artists the importance due them, and not 
quite incidentally the wherewithal to pursue 
their Muse without having to worry where the 
next rent money would come from, a vexation 
artists are especially prone to, 

"The un-laudable one was to legitimize an il- 
legitimate government. Though the Award 
‘was established months before martial law, in 
April 1972, it wasn't until Мау the following 
‘year that the CCP Board of Trustees was consti- 
tuted by a Marcos proclamation and mandated 
to administer the Award, 

‘The Award wasn't just meant to make the 
artist look good, an intention writ in elegant 
language; it was also meant to make martial 
Jaw look good, a motive left unarticulated but 
‘was plain for everyone to see, Certainly, that 
motive wasn't lost on Nick Joaquin, who was 
the obvious and unanimous choice for Nation- 
al Artist for Literature from the start, As people 
‘would later recall, it was a unique situation 
where the Award was desperately seeking the 
awardee and not the awardee the Award. Рог 
years, despite the intercession of fellow artists 
‘who had joined the regime, Jonquin stood pat 
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More people today drink from the well. There 
‘were 36,6 million Filipinos in 1970. Today, the 
population may have crested at 85 million plus. 
Migrants trekking into urban centers, like Mani- 
Ja, Cebu or Davao, jack up the pressure. 

However, the myth of "Water abundance” per- 
sists, But we really have little water to spare. 
Each Filipino has 4,476 liters of “internal renew- 
able water resources," World Water Resources 
estimates, Malaysians have 21,259 liters each. 
Meanwhile, scarcitie are spreading, seen in wa- 
ter queues and drops in water levels River deltas 
and coastal estuaries are losing their capacity to 
support fisheries because of the diminished flow 
of fresh water and nutrients to the sea. 

‘There's a disconnect between our daily lives 
and waters life-sustaining role, the book “Last 
Oasis" notes. For many, "water simply flows from. 
a faucet, We think little of it beyond this immedi- 
ate point of contact.” 

"Dig the well before you become thirsty” the 
old Chinese proverb says. Crafting water policy 
requires foresight. In the 1960s, Gov. Sergio Os- 
meia proposed a high dam that Cebu would 
need 50 years down the road. But he was then 
ап emerging presidential contender, In Mala- 
cañang, his rival, Ferdinand Marcos, stomped on 
the proposal. 

Both are now in their graves, But "the evil that 
теп do lives after them,” Marcos’ decision, 
about half a century ago, hobbles Cebuanos in 
2006 with growing water deficits, The city needs 
over 275,000 cubic meters daily. But its water 
firm can produce less than half, and the demand 
is expected to more than double in 2030. 

‘Additional supplies are not forthcoming soon, 
thanks to a historical irony. The late governors 
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оп his refusal to accept the Award. 

He finally relented in 1976, in an act that 
gave the public new insights into the meaning 
of art and life. He agreed to accept the Award 
on the condition that writer-activist Pete Laca- 
ba was released from Bicutan. Aware of 
Joaquin’s stature and the gaping hole left in 
the Award by his absence init, the regime con- 
ceded to his demand, Later, at a ceremony in 
Mt. Makiling that had Imelda Marcos for guest, 
Joaquin delivered a speech about the insepara- 
ble connection between art and freedom. He 
was never invited to any official function after 
that. You can't get more political than that. You 
can't get more artistic than that, 

That was pretty much the same situation 
last Friday The Defender of the Faith, Mike De- 
fensor, said before the awarding ceremonies 
that it was unfortunate that the Award should 
be tainted by politics, He should have told that 
to his boss. Clearly, as in martial law days, the. 
citing of FPJ as National Artist wasnt just 
meant to make FPJ look good, it was meant to 
make GMA look good. It wasn't Just meant to 
recognize FPJ's contributions to film, it was 
meant to recognize GMAS claim to the presi 
dency. It wasn't just meant to legitimize FPJ as 
а genuine artist, it was meant to legitimize 
GMA as a genuine president. 

None of this is to say thar the others 
shouldn't also have accepted thelr awards. 
‘Why in hell, or heaven, shouldn't they? The 
Award also had the completely meritorious 
function of recognizing their work and re- 
minding this country—especially the "Material 
Gli" who handed out the awards—that 
(wo)man does not live by bread alone. All this 
is merely to say that FPJ's kin had special and 
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son—Mayor Tomas Osmefia—stomped on a 25- 
year masterplan, carefully crafted by a Nether- 
Tand-funded outfit based at San Carlos Universi- 
ty, With Cebu Gov. Gwendlolyn Garcia, Osmefia 
tried to gain control of the project. Rebuffed, 
they rejected the plan, citing unproved issues of 
accountability. This rejection clamped a premi- 
um on paralysis, Paraplegic governance guaran- 
tees that today’s scarcities in Cebu will be tomor- 
row's shortages. 

So, what is to be done? 

Worldwatch Institute recommends: craft poli- 
cies that (a) conserve and reduce water demand; 
(b) redistribute available water; (c) seek new 
sources; and (e) recycle, 

“We're quick to assume rights to use water but 
slow to recognize obligations to protect and pre- 
serve it,” Sandra Postel writes in "Water Ethics.” 
Singapore, for example, harvests rainfall from 
over 92 percent of the island. New York City 
trimmed water use from 195 to 169 gallons a 
day in an eight-year period, Other measures in- 
clude: watershed protection to patching leaking 
Pipes. 

And no more “freebies” please, Asian Devel- 
opment Bank recommends. Instead, price water 
at its true cost. This approach curbs waste and 
dispels a "free lunch” mindset. It spurs citizens to 
maintain wells built with tax money. 

Simple low-cost measures can be adopted 
from the national down to the barangay level. 
‘These include: mandatory cisterns for rainwater, 
to a list of dos and don'ts to "make every drop 
count” in homes. 

In the furure, treated wastewater will be vital 
for imploding cities. By 2025, Israel expects 80 
percent of its agricultural water supply to be re- 
cycled water. Marikina is blazing the path here 
for Philippine cities with its treatment plant. 

"Political leaders vastly underestimate the in- 
fluence of water scarcity on food production, 
natural systems and stability” Postel notes, then 
wams, "Some unpleasant surprises may lie in 
store for them.” 

‘Those dry taps signal the advent of “the new 
polities of scarcity.” 


compelling reasons to reject it. 

‘At the very least, why should they have 
agreed to receive the award from the one per- 
son who not only robbed the awardee of an- 
other award-—though a much inferior one 
compared to being National Artist—which was 
to be President of the Philippines, but also dic 
her very best to cast doubt оп FPJ's nationali- 
ty? Lest we forget, that was the issue GMA or 
her minions first raised against FPJ to scare off 
his possible backers—that he was not a Fil- 
ipino. Which, аз Isaid then, was monumental- 
ly ironic given that, for good or ill, FPJ had 
helped mightily to define what being Fil- 
ipino—or at least being a Filipino male—was. 
He was the quintessential hero a whole gener- 
ation of Filipinos tried to emulate, For him to 
have been cast off from his tribe would have 
voided an entire chapter of Philippine cultural 
history. 

For him now to have been proclaimed Na- 
tional Artist by the one person who sought to 
becloud his being a national, ifnot his being an 
artist, that was consuelo de bobo of bubonic 
proportions, and FPJ's kin are anything but bo- 
bos, bubonic or otherwise, 

‘At the very most, what is the essence of art 
really but the true, the good and the beautiful? 
‘That phrase, of course, was Imelda's favorite, a 
thing she raised to a battle cry in her time, 
which was memorable only for being a satirical 
commentary on her and her husband's rule. 
‘The Poes had every reason to see in it the same 
ironic commentary on ОМА rule—the propo- 
sition that the current occupant of Malacafiang 
had any right to preside over an activity dedi 
cated to the true, the good and the beautiful 
rubbing salt on their wounds, Truth was the 
last thing they could possibly associate with 
her. Goodness, well, Susan Roces did say she 
had looked into GMA’ eyes and found no con- 
trition there. And as to beauty, you could not 
blame them if they found her very existence an 
esthetic assault to body and soul, 

1 personally would like to thank them for re- 
minding us of some of the things that matter in 
Ше, love and art, Salamat Poe, 
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MUCH ADO IS BEING MADE OF THE CHECK- 
and-balance function of the Senate in our bicam- 
eral legislature. Yesterday's Ixoumer editorial 
pointed out that the recent failure of Congress to 
pass the 2006 budget is “not the clearest and best 
argument for a unicameral system.” (A number of 
legislators and opinion writers, including this 
one, have a contrary view) Instead, the INQUIRER 
said, its the clearest and best argument against 
the unicameral system. 

{fal to se the ope there. A unicameral gi 
lature system will have its own check-and-bal- 
ance system so long as there are legislators who 
are clearthinking, independent and patriotic. 
Опе does not need to maintain two very expen- 
sive chambers that are perpetually locking horns 
with each other, to have that check and balance, 
‘The likes of Joker Arroyo and Aquilino Pimentel 
in a unicameral Congress will provide the needed 
checkand balance. 

At yesterday's traditional vin d'honneur at 
Malacafiang, ambassadors from the European 
Union congratulated Chief Justice Artemio 
Panganiban for his unequivocal stand against 
death penalty “We are victorious,” was the 
consensus of the European envoys following 
the repeal of the death penalty law by 
Congress last Wednesday. The EU ambas- 
sadors have been following this issue assidu- 
ously, Last May 30, Panganiban was the 
keynote speaker at the launching of the 4-vol- 
ume “Legal Reference on Capital Cases” at the 
UP by the Free Legal Assistance Group. 

Inhis speech, a full 10 days before Congress’ 
repeal, the Chief Justice repeated the stand he 
made in three of his 10 books—that the death 
penalty has no place in a civilized society. Pre- 
Sent were the ambassadors from the European 
Union, Netherlands and Austria. It should also 
be noted that during the teleconferenced ses- 
sion of the bicameral conference committee on 
this issue last Wednesday afternoon, the new 
Papal Nuncio also happened to be making his 
formal call on Speaker Jose de Venecia. He was 
prevailed upon by JDV to wait in his office for 
the fast developments on the abolition ЫШ. 


IN THE DICTIONARY, THE DEFINITION OF 
nationalism” moves quite swiftly from “devotion 
to one's nation; patriotism” to "excessive, narrow, 
or jingoistic patriotism; chauvinism.” 

Perhaps, the wordsmith wanted to make a 
point about how one's love for country can be dis- 
torted in а trice into hatred of other countries, ог 
into racial profiling at home. 

Currently, we are witness to an orgy of nation- 
alism among many countries of the world, as the 
World Cup unfolds in Germany. Nations fortunate. 
enough to have teams participating in the most 
popular and most anticipated competition in the 
world (bigger even than the Olympics!) are busy 
whipping up support for their compatriots and 
urging them on to glory. 

‘Antics, like painting their faces in their flag ог 
team colors, gathering at public spaces and revel- 
ing in collective celebration, illustrate the fans 
devotion and enthusiasm, But we also know, from 
past experience, how quickly such feelings can 
curdle into hooliganism and mass rage, especially 
if, in their estimation, their team has been cheat- 
ed of victory. 

‘The Korean international TV channel Arirang 
ran a program called "World Cup Ambassadors" 
with a panel of envoys from countries competing 
in the World Cup. Though speaking diplomatical- 
ly and couching their introductions in the most 
inoffensive terms, it was clear each ambassador 
was trying to boost his team's image and spirit, 
even if they were all in faraway Korea, far re- 
moved from the games. 

Which, perhaps, just goes to show that there's 

nothing like team spirit and sports competitions 
to whip up one’s nationalism, allowing one to cel- 
ebrate one's country without fear of offending 
anyone else. 
WELL, the Philippines is not competing in the 
World Cup, so there's little chance for us to 
root for our side. Though that doesn’t seem to 
stop football lovers here from choosing their 
‘own loyalties, whether for fellow Asians or 
teams from poor countries, which make up for 
their low GNP with high fighting spirit. 

But we haven't lacked lately for opportuni- 
ties in the sporting world to celebrate the Fil- 
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‘The joy that showed on the Nuncio's face as he 
left the House made people certain that he re- 
ported the development posthaste to Pope 
Benedict XVI. 

Chief Justice Panganiban is being criticized for 
reopening the Leo Echegaray execution case. He 
was quoted as saying that the Supreme Court's fi 
nal decision on Echegaray's execution in February 
1997 was a “judicial error" But an associate jus- 
tice at that time, he concurred with the Court's 
decision, after all. The confusion, I think, arose 
from the failure to understand the difference be- 
tween an ordinary resolution and what's called а 
per curiam decision. 

1 checked out three of his books—"Battles of the 
Supreme Court” (1998), “Leadership by Example” 
(1999), and “Transparency” (2000), which specif- 
ically tackled the celebrated case. In those books 
he explained that in ordinary cases reviewed by 
the high court, the justices’ names appear as con- 
curring or dissenting—at times, with their sepa- 
тие opinions arrached, But all decisions on cases 
involving the imposition of the death penalty or 
dismissing officials from public office, which are 
called the "per curiam" decisions, do not carry 
such differences of opinion. The justices all sign 
this per curiam decision whether they agree or dis- 
agree, so that in the Echegaray case, all 15 ap- 
peared to have concurred, though in reality three 
justices, namely, Panganiban, Reynato Puno and 
Jose Vitug, disagreed. In his books, Panganiban 
maintained that Echegaray's case did not fall un- 
der “qualified rape” since it was not stated in the 


‘complaint or proved in the trial that he was the fa- 
ther of the victim Baby. To him, it was a simple 
rape case that merited only the penalty of reclu- 
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ipino spirit—the SEA Games, Manny Pac- 
quiao's victory in Las Vegas (and more recent 
1y, his brother's triumph), even the "conquest" 
of Mt. Everest, whoever it is you believe made 
thesummit first. 

And as stories of Filipino successes in inter- 
national competitions—from Math Olympiads 
to beauty contests, science expos to talent 
shows—prove, our countrymen and country- 
women are doing us proud everywhere and in 
all fields of endeavor. l'm sure they're not do- 
ing this just to give us the chance to beat our 
breasts and crow about how great it is to be 
Pinoy. But whatever their motivations, we are 
grateful just the same for their willingness to 
Jet the rest of us bask in reflected glory. 

It seems to matter little, either, that our 
country faces serious problems with little 
prospect of being solved within the near fu- 
ture. 


Rina Jimenez-David | 


ТАКЕ our problems in education. Former Educa- 
tion Undersecretary Mike Luz writes that given 
our present number of public elementary and 
high school students, and at the rate we are con- 
structing new rooms, it will take the country 15 
years to bridge the existing classroom gap. This 
assumes, of course, that Filipino couples will stop 
having sex and stop producing babies in the 
meantime. But at our present population growth 
rate, nearly two million babies are born each year, 
which means that by the time all those missing 
classrooms have been built, millions more chil- 
dren will be left holding classes under trees or in 
corridors; or worse, being subjected to double 
and even triple shifts. 

While commentators and officials brought up 
the population issue from time to time, not one 


e killed 


sion perpetua and not death. 

In per curiam cases, the face of unanimity is 
presented to protect the ponente. But the Court 
addresses this difficulty by putting a paragraph at 
the end of each decision stating that some mem- 
bers of the Court disagree but defer to the majori- 
ty decision. 

At the Palace, Panganiban was overheard 
telling the ambassadors that the Philippines 
holds the distinction of having twice killed the 
death penalty law. The first time when the 
1987 Constitution abolished what the other 
previous constitutions allowed, “unless for 
‘compelling reasons involving heinous crimes, 
the Cor hereafter provides it.” True 
enough, by 1993 there was a lot of clamor to 
bring it back to counter the rising criminality, 

g in RA 7659. 

As the Chief Justice explained itin his books, 
according to the Constitution, all death sen- 
tences should be automatically reviewed by 
the high court. But at the valedictory decision. 
that Justice Vitug penned In People vs. Mateo, 
just before he left the Court in July 2004, he 
proposed an “intermediary review" of death 
cases by the Court of Appeals, in order to mini- 
mize errors in decisions. After the Mateo deci- 
sion, more than 200 death penalty cases were 
affirmed by the Court; but after 2004, it began 
remanding cases to the CA for intermediate re- 
view, Six other executions followed that of 
Echegaray. 

President Estrada declared a moratorium on 
all executions during the Jubilee Year, and 
President Macapagal-Arroyo, who has consis- 
tently been against capital punishment, con- 
tinued that policy, giving reprieves to the con- 
victs on Death Row while studying what to do 
with thelr cases. By mid-2005, the CA started 
tosend some death penalty affirmations to the 
high court. The recent abolition by Congress of 
capital punishment found Death Row still oc- 
cupied with more than 1,000 convicts. Instead 
of death, the Court may now only impose 
reclusion perpetua without the benefi of pa- 
role. 


thought to point out that our rapid growth in pop- 
ulation is perhaps the biggest reason our educa- 
tional system is hard put to meet its many chal- 
lenges. Our schools are, quite literally, getting 
swamped under the arrival of more and more 
new entrants. And as observers have said, given 
our worsening economic conditions, the public 
school system faces even more problems, what 
with students forced to transfer from private 
schools because their parents can no longer af- 
ford the expensive tuition. 

MEANTIME, our officials, led by the President, 
seem to prefer to ignore the population prob- 
Jem altogether. And not just ignore it, butdeny 
it, even. Health Secretary Francisco Duque has 
admitted that he is under orders to devote the 
bulk of DOH's budget and programs to the pro- 
motion of modern natural family planning. 
Now, while this is concededly effective, itis 
ficult to implement, mainly because couples 
need more time for counseling and training in 
the method, and also because itis prone to hu- 
man factors like, well, lust and laziness 

While I might be willing to admit that mod- 
егп NFP does have a place in a national popu- 
lation policy and program, it's the height of 
folly to depend on it mainly to lead the way in 
slowing down the rate of population growth. 
And the administration drumbeaters claim 
‘we'll be able to halve our population growth 
rate in the next five years? Mainly by pushing 
NFP? What narcotic are they on? 

Contributing its own share of idiocy is the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philip- 

ines, which protests against the mention of 
ly planning methods in sex education 
classes, saying teaching young people about 
these methods is tantamount to encouraging 
them to have pre-marital sex. It's quite a leap 
in logic, and also quite a statement about their 
low opinion of our young people's intellect 
and emotional maturity. 

Perhaps, a mark of one’s nationalism is be- 
ing able to look our country’s problems 
squarely and admit solutions that, however we 
might object to them, tell us they are needed if 
we are to make any headway. 


Old Left versus New Left in Latin America 


‘THERE ARE TWO WAYS TO INTERPRET LATIN 
America’s recent election results. First, and most 
obviously, the supposed turn to the left is running 
out of steam, fast. In recent weeks, the hyper-na- 
tionalist Ollanta Humala, a clone of Venezuelan 
President Hugo Chávez, was defeated in Peru; the 
conservative Alvaro Uribe won a landslide victory 
in Colombia, with 62 percent of the vote; and An- 
drés Manuel López Obrador has fallen behind in 
the poll surveys leading up to Mexico's July 2 
presidential election. All of these developments 
seemingly contradict the leftward trend in Latin 
America, 

But there is another way of looking at these 
events. Yes, President Uribe won re-election, but 
the big surprise in Colombia was the end of the 
two-party system that had dominated the country 
for decades, and the emergence of the left-wing Po- 
lo Democrático as the second largest political force 
in the nation. 

Similarly, while Alan Garcia won in Peru, he does 
not come from a harc-left party that has finally seen 
the light (like Lula da Silva in Brazil, Michelle 
Bachelet in Chile, and Tabaré Vázquez in Uruguay). 
His APRA party, founded by Victor Raúl Haya de la 
Torre in te 1920s is one ofthe region's oldest and 
most anachronistic populist organizations. 

Like Chávez in Venezuela, Kirchner in Argentina, 
Evo Morales in Bolivia, and López Obrador in Mex- 
ico, President García belongs to the unreconstruct- 
ed left that springs from the great Latin American 
populis aon. He шау have leamed many 

lessons from his disastrous presidency in the 19805, 
but he is much closer to the wrong left than to the. 
right one. In Mexico, López Obrador has both be- 
gun picking up in the polls in recent days and, 
showing his true colors, has been promising the 
stars and the moon to the Mexican electorate. 

In fact, the more important recent developments 
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within the Latin American left may lie not so much 
in the horserace results of elections, but in the 
growing differences between modernists and re- 
vanchists, between national interests and ideology. 
Аз Morales cozies up to Chávez and Fidel Castro 
more quickly than most people expected—nation- 
alizing Bolivia's natural gas, inviting large numbers 
of Cuban doctors and advisers to his country and 
signing myriad cooperation agreements with 
Venezuela—he is also fueling increasing tensions 
with Brazil and Chile. 

Both countries are his neighbors, and in theory 
atleast, their leaders are his ideological soul mates. 
But the differences between the modem and archa- 
ic left, and the three countries’ contradictory na- 
tional interests, seem to be trumping more superf- 
cial political affinities, 

For example, аб Paulo, Brazi’s industrial pow- 
erhouse, now depends for most of its energy on Bo- 
livian natural gas. As a result, Petrobras, the Brazil- 
ian energy company, has invested huge sums in Bo- 
livia, in everything—from exploration to pipelines. 
Now, with the election of Evo Morales, the main 
source of Petrobras’ natural gas has suddenly been 
nationalized. 

Indeed, domestic royalties on Bolivian gas pro- 
duction are being increased by more than 50 per- 
cent, and the price charged to Bolivia's foreign 
clients may well be doubled. Contracts are being re- 
spected only in the breach, and technicians and 
lawyers from PDVESA, the Venezuelan oil giant, are 


auditing Petrobras installations in Bolivia. Lula 
wants to be nice to Morales, but he can't be nice to. 
his expropriating neighbor and at the same time 
keep the industrialists and consumers of Seó Paulo 
happy. 

Similar frictions are arising with Chile. President 
Bachelet would like to solve the century-old prob- 
Jem of landlocked Bolivia's access to the Pacific, but 
itis finding this task to be trickier than expected, as 
Morales increases gas prices and reduces gas ex- 
ports to Argentina, Chile's largest foreign supplier 
of energy Neither does Morales rhetoric help: ac- 
‘casing the United States of attempting to assassi- 
nate him, as he did recently, does not endear him to 
the elites of a country that has signed a free-trade 
agreement with the United States and whose presi- 
dent will be visiting Washington soon. 

At theend of the day, Bolivia's immediate nation- 
al interests may be served by Morales strategic al- 
ance with Cuba and Venezuela. On the other 
hand, Chávezs unabashed meddling in the Peru- 
vian elections may have so alienated Alan Garcia 
that he actually becomes a European-style social 
democrat, and López Obrador may deliver on his 
promises to respect North Americen Free Trade 
‘Agreement, adhere to macro-economic orthodoxy, 
and pursue good relations with the United States. 

But the cleavage benween the two lefts in Latin 
‘American is steadily deepening. This is inevitable, 
because that rupture is being fueled by the simple 
acknowledgement that responsible governments 
must place national interests ahead of nostalgia, 
grandstanding rhetoric, and strident ideology. 

Project Syndicate 


Jorge G. Castañeda, former foreign minister of 
Mexico (2000-2003), is a Global Distinguished Pro- 
{fessor of Politics and Latin American Studies at New 
York University. 


Violin lessons 5 


FOR THE MOMENT, ГО CALL MY TEACHER "BASS" —AFTER. 
all, he likes to call himself by that name, although only In se- 
cret, I тес him one evening in a Christian fellowship outside 
the old entrance of a dorm in the University of the Philip- 
pines, Es 

Having grown up somewhere in the United States, he 
spoke with an American accent. In this sense, his English Was 
flawless, and 1, being an English major, hanged on to every 
word of his as we 
talked. 1 remember 
asking him, “What is 
obedience?” Until 
now, 1 couldnt re- 
member his answer 
to that question, I 
guess forgetting it 
had a purpose. Thad 
to learn what obedi- 
fence meant by actu- 
ally obeying. 

Bass was a very 
talented — musician 
He played more than 10 instruments, including the different 
guitars (lead, bass and rhythm), and the various percussions, 
the cello, the contrabass, the viola and the violin, There were 
times he even “invented” his own instruments, especially 
‘when he was looking for a certain sound which he felt should 
be used in a particular arrangement. When he applied for 
work as a music teacher, his interviewer asked him, "What do 
you not play?" And Bass sheepishly replied, "The plano?" He 
‘was made Strings Department Head, But actually, he was 
"The" Strings Department. 

Iwas not looking for a violin teacher when I met Bass. And 
1 didn’t go to the school where he taught music, But learning 
how to play the violin had been a dream since I was in fourth 
grade. I don't know why. Pethaps, playing an instrument, 
"Which fourth grade kids don't normally want to do, had а 
certain allure to me, And Thad long wanted to enroll in a mu- 
sic school and I had been looking for a teacher. 

When I first heard Bass play the violin in church, my heart 
lit up with hopes. And I told myself, “He is going to be my 
teacher" 

I wasn't prepared for the heartaches that came with learn- 
ing how to play the violin and for the lessons he gave me. 

‘On one of our early meetings under a shed near my dorm, 
he asked me, “What do you think is boring?" He had handed 
me a foreign music magazine while he shaved my violin 
bridge with a cutter to make it symmetrical. (Not many vio- 
linists prefer to shave the bridge this way.) 

T told him that sometimes I considered myself boring be- 
cause I wasn’t very interesting to many people. 

Then he threw me another question. "What is interesting 
then?" 

didn't have an answer to that. 

Then he told me, "Last night, I had a gig at a bar. After 
playing, there was this lady wearing a back-less dress who 
kepton бїгїп with me. She seemed to think that was inter- 
ested in her. But] didn’t think she was interesting." 

Then he went on, “Our criteria for what is interesting er 
boring must have stemmed from something not of this 
world. None of us can concretely explain them. But I think 
these criteria came from something divine. We have just for 
gotten all about them and turned to this world which is 
short-sighted.” 

asked him if he had been playing the violin ever since lie 
wasa kid. And he told me that he only got to study the instru- 
ment when he was about my age, that is, when he was im his 
third year in college. He told me about that time he"was 
learning and practicing to play his violin—at three in the 
morning, in the dorm where he stayed. He disturbed his 
dorm mates, even the guards on duty. Once, a guard shouted 
ош to him to stop playing. And, of course, there were the cà- 
sual complaints of his three other roommates. He didn't Care 
though. His roommates probably got used to the sounds: 

Strangely enough, Lam now staying in the dorm where he 
once stayed. And in ће same way that he did in that period 
of his life, I've annoyed dorm mates with my violin, Some of 
them have even gone to posting on room doors notes plead- 
ing “Please keep quiet. PLEASE!” Of course, I've been dis- 
heartened by their reactions—they made me feel as if I 
sounded like a cow trying its best to sing "Twinkle, Twinkle, 
Little Star.” 

Unlike Bass, I haven't been strong enough to simply not 
mind them. I have gotten so affected by them that I stopped 
practicing regularly as directed. Instead of playing the violin 
just for 30 minutes every day, Г play it two hours straight 
опе day—during hours when my dorm mates were pot 
around—and then skip practice the next day. т 

1 told him about all these, about my embarrassment; ny 
lack of self-confidence, my feeling of being unworthy of the 
violin, my shame of not being able to play "music." Instead of 
expressing sympathy and giving me the consoling words.1 
was looking for, he asked me whether or not I really wanted 
to play the violin. If 1 did, he went on, 1 would not mind my 
dorm mates’ reactions, or whatever they thought of my mi 
sicand practice. 

He then told me in a gentle and sad manner, “My high 
school students in the orchestra don't have much choice. 
ther they do what! tell them to do or 1 flunk them. They don't 
have much time either to think about their “unworthiness 
or whatsoever to play music. They know what they need to 
do and they do it. IF I tell them to practice 30 minutes every 
day, they practice 30 minutes every day, instead of two hpurs 
‘one day and no practice the next day’ 

In this strangely gentle but firm manner, he made tic 
think a lot. In essence, I wasn’t just getting practical tips on 
how to play the violin or how to choose the right string. 1 was 
practically getting more than what I was paying him to teach 
me: lessons about life. i 

In one summer session, Bass told me that it was his Ba» 
sion to teach. And if he could teach music, that would simpl. 
be grand, But he also told me that teaching usually made you: 
go hungry; it made you want to have a nicer cell phone or to 
Tent an apartment with air-conditioning. Becoming a teacher 
usually meant becoming an underpaid worker. 

Recently, he was offered a job: as a regular member of an 
upcoming band. He would perform all the strings in the 
band’s album. He was in a dilemma. He said becoming ч 
member of the band would allow him to enjoy more perks 
and, perhaps, also to fulfil his dream of meeting Barbie. But 
not to teach would kill his soul. 

Because of what he said, I told him, "Bass, I want to be 
come a teacher just like you." And he gave me that sad smile 
that he usually wore when he was giving me hard-hitting 
lessons. He said, "To be able to do that, you need to do weil 
on the violin." 
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We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? ' We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below. —Rd.. 


Treble, 18, isan incoming third year college BA Comparati 
Literature student at the University of the Philippines in Di 
man. She says she is now teaching someone to play the violin 
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AS A FOREIGNER LIVING IN THE 
Philippines since December 2001, 1 am 
getierally disgusted and outraged by the 
ongoing wholesale slaughter of leftists 
and journalists, The slaughter is reaching 
new lows in government depravity 

What's most nauseating is the way 
politicians and government agencies that. 
are tasked with upholding and delivering 
justice respond to the bloody carnage. 
They seem so pathetically ineffec- 
tive—unwilling?—or blatantly indiffer- 
ent. Surely, enough is enought 

Come оп! Is "Pinoy pride" just empty 
rhetoric? Where's the sense of gut- 
wrenching shame? Are 
longerallowed to hold and voice opinions 
that differ from the views of the corrupt. 
people in power? So, is this "democracy" 
Marcos-GMA style? Are Filipinos content 
to live with it? Will all the murderers be 


Nursing should not be 
with the acquisition of 


1 ADMIRE PHILINNE FLORANNE GAR- 
а "$300,000, anyone?” (РО, 
5/25/06) for her love and passion for the 
nursing profession. But nursing, like 
medicine and the teaching profession, is a 
noble calling. It should never be equated 
with wealth acquisition. 

With the many risks that come with the 
nursing profession (physical, health, psy- 
chological, including workplace issues, 
such as racism faced by non-whites and 
minorities in the United States, Canada, 
United Kingdom, Australia and other in- 
dustrialized nations), it is sad that par- 
ents ask their children, particularly 
daughters, to take up nursing to help the 
family escape from poverty. With its in- 
herent risks, nursing actually pays a lower 
salary rate compared with other much 
safer health professions like pharmacy. 

Like any other profession, the salary 
rate for nurses in North America depends 
on years of experience, area of expertise, 
and place of assignment. Geographically, 
the average salaries varies but, on average, 
the starting rate for new, inexperienced 
nurses is around $19-22/hour. The aver- 
age annual salary for full-time RNs are 
$46,782; staff RNs, $42,133; RNs with 
master’s, $61,262; Ph.D. RNs, $63,522; 
nurse practitioners, $60,126; and clinical 
nurse specialists, $50,800. Certified nurse 
anaesthetics (CRNAs) have the highest 
earning average—$93,787 annually, but 
nowhere near $300,000. 

For a.nurse to reach $50/hour, she 


No complaints against 


IN OUR PAID ADVERTISEMENT PUB- 
lished in the June 1 issue of the INquinen, 
there appeared thisline: "1. Must bea vic- 
tim of a pre-need educational company 
(Pacific Traditional Education Plan, CAP. 
Platinum, TPG, Capitol, Legacy) 

Please be advised that the inclusion of 
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brought to Мәр - 
justice? Will t Be 
шу of the LETTERS =>: 
victims ay 
families find f 
closure and 
peace? 

would like to commend the Ingumer 
in the way it has intrepidly covered these 
harrowing human tragedies. These are 
unpleasant but critical life-and-death is- 
sues that we must keep on painfully rub- 
bing on our faces. Without human rights, 
any talk of “development,” "empower- 
ment” and “progress” in any country will 
amount to nothing. New glitzy malis and 
the conquest of Mount Everest will just be 
momentary media distractions. 


—ANDY M. R. MCKENZIE, 
andyzie@yahoo.com.au 
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must have acquired years of work experi- 
ence, including, perhaps, a higher nurs- 
ing education or specialization. Without 
any of those, I cannot see a nurse earning 
$300,000, even if he or she has more than 
one job. 

How many single Filipina nurses wish- 
ing to таг а family do not marry because 
of the nagging question: Does my fiancé 
really love me or is it just my citizenship? 
How many of them continue to support 
their parents or their siblings, and even 
their nieces and nephews through col- 
lege? And when these dependents fail to 
complete their education, despite the fi 
nancial assistance, how the cycle of de- 
pendency continues, even as the depen- 
dents lifestyles are more extravagant 
than that of the nurses’? Or haven't we 
heard in jest (but with a hint of truth) that. 
incoming overseas calls normally bring 
about some anxiety because they're al- 
most always about money and/or how 
money sentis never enough. 

Iwish Philline the best; I wish that as she 
matures, her enthusiasm and love for nurs- 
ing will not wane. And I hope that whatev- 
er the challenges that lie ahead—be it per- 
sonal or in the workplace—they will not 
tum her into a jaded woman but instead 
reinforce her belief that she had made the 
right choice thus making her a more ful- 
filled and complete person. 

—AIMEE GONZALES, 
nurse practitioner, Toronto, Canada, 
aimee_alg@yahoo.ca 


Legacy 


the name Legacy was a mistake. Our 

records show that, to date, we have not 

received any complaint from any of its 

planholders. Therefore, Legacy should 
not have been included in the list. 

—PHILLIP PICCIO, 

president, PEP COALITION 
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A SCENE in a public school on the first day of classes: Too many students or too few classrooms? 


Executive Order 314 and bad examples 


WHEN PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-AR- 
Toyo issued Executive Order No. 314 cre- 
ating the Presidential Commission on Val- 
wes Formation, many teachers thought 
that, at last, the government was comple- 
menting their efforts to teach val- 
'ues—good manners and right conduct, or 
character education, if you will—to their 
schoolchildren. 

But two recent acts of the government 
dashed this teacher's expectations. Unlike 
Cristina "Tinay" del Rosario Bugayong, a 
12-year-old pupil of Tomas Morato Ele- 
mentary School in Quezon City who set 
an example of honesty by returning the 
P300,000 worth of cash and checks she 
found to the rightful owner, this adminis- 
tration is leading by bad examples. 

The latest among these bad examples 
was Ms Arroyo's attempt to hide the truth 
about the problem of classroom shortage 
їп public schools. Refuting the report of 
acting Education Secretary Fe A. Hidalgo, 


IF you have any complaints, 
grievances or suggestions about 
the treatment of news and photos 
by the Inquirer, you may write to 
the Readers’ Advocate, Philippine 
Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces Av- 
enue, corner Yague and Mascardo 
Streets, City of Makati or send a 
fax to Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, 
or e-mail readersadvocate@ in- 
quirer.com.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor 
are requested to include their com- 
plete address and telephone or 
pager number or e-mail address 
{for verification purposes. The In- 
quirer will not publish any letter 
unless such information is sup- 
plied. 
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she said that there is no such shortage as 
it had been agreed in the previous year 
that each classroom should be made to 
accommodate 100 students. Why is the 
President afraid to accept the truth? 

Another instance which showed this 
administration's disregard of honesty and 
morality was the Presidential Commis- 
sion on Good Government's move to enter 
into a deal with the Marcoses on their ill 
gotten wealth. 

No less than the principled and bril- 
liant vanguard of morality in public ser- 
vice, former Senate President Jovito R. 
Salonga, has called on the Arroyo admin- 


istration to step back from this immoral 


‘compromise for it will make the Philip- 
pines “the most notoriously corrupt 
among Asian nations and a pariah to the 
‘whole international community” 

Such acts send the wrong message to 
our children and youth. PCGG Commis- 
sioner Ricardo Abcedes argument is 


flawed and immoral, When he said it 
‘would "help pump badly needed funds in- 
to government coffers,” he justified that 
public officials can steal from government 
coffers provided they return a part of 
their ill-gotten wealth. And worst of al, if 
such a compromise pushes through, it 
will tell and teach people, especially the 
youth, that crime does pay—and it pays 
handsomely 
In the light of these dishonest and im- 
moral examples set by this administra- 
tion, we urge all well-meaning and con- 
cerned sectors to rally behind former Sen- 
ator Salonga and Secretary Hidalgo, They 
are telling the truth and they espouse 
morality. We have to support them. They 
deserve no less. 
—EUSEBIO S. SAN DIEGO, 
founding president, 
‘Teachers Alliance against Graft 
and Corruption (TAGAC), 22 Antonia St., 
Centerville, Tandang Sora, Quezon City 


Supporting scholars in honor 
of parents and alma mater 


1 READ MICHAEL TAN'S COLUMN ON 
“scholars” (PDI, 5/24/06) with great in- 
terest. You see, supporting as many schol- 
ars as I can is one of my “things to do” in 
life 

Some years ago, a friend who was 
teaching at the West Visayas State Univer- 
sity suggested the idea of supporting 
nursing students there. Sadly, nothing has 
happened yet because she had to go to 
Japan to study. 

Thave been working for almost sev- 
en years now but I have not sent any- 
one to school. This far, I have been lim- 
ited to giving a small amount to Unicef. 
My dream, really, is to do as Tan sug- 
gested—to help the country by sup- 


n 
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TV SCHEDULES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE. 


porting our students. 

1 just want to let Tan know that I hear 
his message and I will never forget it. Iam 
privileged to be where I am, for which I 
am very grateful. 1 am going abroad for 
further studies. When I am gainfully em- 
ployed again (after my MBA), supporting 
scholars will be my first priority. This 1 
will go to honor my parents (for working 
hard to send me to school) and my alma 
mater, Ateneo, for teaching me about life 
and reminding me what my life is all 
about. 

—JEWELLYN DIZON, 

jeng dizonGyahoo.com. 
Kingswood Condominium, 
Makati City 
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PNP tolerance tied to ‘jueteng return 


BAYOMBONG, NUEVA VIZCAYA—GAMBLING tolerance ofthe local police. make arrests because they suspect that has the task of arresting really am beginning to have seri- 
Й d thei ` пан "We just got the notice that we that when a crackdown has been ог- jueteng syndicate members. ‘ous doubts on General Lomibao’s 
lords and their protectors are wasting no time inten- were supposed toresume ourwork dered, itis ether for publicity orjut “What we do is only to sup. sincerity to stop jueteng,” Райаса! 
sifying their operations in Cagayan Valley taking ad- on Sunday and det ending brasew the poe ofr aid; тот, аена папе, 

в з wo ‘okay (with the police). е INQUIRER tried but failed to In Isabela, officials assailed the Jueteng resumed in Isabela on" 
vantage of the scheduled retirement of Director Gen- уо here we are, were back in busi- reach Chief Supt. Jefferson Sori- supposed inaction of Lomibao оп April 28. Из operations have ine 
eral Arturo Lomibao, Philippine National Police ness," said abet ск юзе eno Cagayan ‘Valley police direc- their request to sanction police of- tensified since. j 

" 5 i seen doing the rounds in Barangay tor, for comment. ficials, who, they believed, had al- Padaca said she was disgusted’ 
chief, on July 5, police sources here said on Monday Bistrice 1V here on Monday. Senior Supt. Rogelio Damazo, lowed thereturnofjueteng there. that Lomibao's one-strike policy 

“тыз а good time for (opera- spoke on condition of anonymity. The source said policemen were Nueva Vizcaya police director, Isabela Gov. Grace Padaca said on erring police officials was hot’ 
tors) to continue with their oper-  Jueteng activities resumed in already resigned to widespread pub- said the renewed jueteng activi. she пом doubted whether applied despite the continued op- 
os because they are confident this province on Sunday, with bet lie perception that every time jueteng без might have been the work of Lomibao was sincere in carrying erations of illegal gambling in 
(Lomibao) will mellow down collectors claiming they had been operated inan area, government and enterprising bet collectors, ош the government's campaign various towns and cities in the 
now that it’s just weeks before he assured by financiers of protection police officials agreed to allow it. He said it's the Criminal Inves- against illegal gambling. province. Melvin Gascon, PDI 
тейге" saida police officer who fom arrest due to the supposed  "Mamyofthemareakeadylaryto tigation and Detection Group “Мом that (jueteng is) back, Northern Luzon Bureau 


100 WW2 bombs found: 
in Talisay mountain 


Еа уи: BOMB DEPOT 1 
Woo Wer 1I nage bombs WW2 BOMB DEPOT 
been found inside a cave in Mt, Man- Кети 
dalagan, Barangay Katiingan, Talisay 
Суу, about 7 km north of this cry S 
‘The bombs were discovered by КЛ 
Ваа а 
might have washed out the soil 
that covered the bombs, said Та. 00 
lisay Mayor Eric Saratan yesterday. 
The residents believe the bombs 
were kept at the foot of Mt. Man- 
dalagan during the Second World 
War, said the mayor. 
Bacolod police bomb expert 
Demy Montoya said he was to go 
to the site on Tuesday to study 
howtodisposeofthebombs,esi- cial chief, said he instructed Chief 
mated by some residents to num- Insp. Jerry Bartolome, Talisay po~ 
ber about 130, Saratan said. lice director, to ensure that resi- 
He said residents of the area dents did not move the bombs to 
discovered the bombs and report- prevent a possible explosion, 
ed them to him. Calima said the bomb depot may 
One of the bombs the residents have belonged to the Japanese or 
brought to him was as big as a American forces. 
beer bottle, rusty and with a fir- Не said that during World War 
ing pin, he said. П, the Japanese Army had an ait- 
MISSION FUN rowroromenusconmmuton | _ Saratan said he had advised portin Barangay Вайс, Silay ну, 
A boy excited to get free circumcision is carried to an operating table by Tony Golez, deputy administrator and spokesman of the residents not to touch the bombs which was adjacent to Talisay. 
National Disaster Coordinating Council. At least 43 volunteer doctors and dentists, under the 3rd Technical Service Battalion of the because they were dangerous. Ateam will be sent to the areato 
‘Armed Forces of the Philippines Reserve Command, is currently giving free medical and dental services for three days in Tawi-Tawi. Senior Supt. Charles Calima, dispose of the bombs there. Carla 
| Negros Occidental police provin- Gomes, PDI Visayas Bureau 


Floods feared as town Scholarships too few, says CHEd official 
river dredging stopped оого. rct vive tie тыл segs vil and ap on r denor yi 


arships have dwindled to а hand- Cordilleras. competing with many more activate privately funded scholar 
THE RECENT DECISION BY THE the Japanese contractor in charge fulandarenotenough tosolvethe Local colleges this year have youths for scholarships апд ships. к 
provincial government of Bataan of the Bataan segment of the tuition crisis generated by ailing turned away students, whose ш. grants subsidized by the colleges kiate noted an increase in tpi 
to stop the dredging of heavily Subic-Clark-Tarlac Expressway pre-eed firms, education officials ition and other school fees are that have slots for only a couple lege student enrollment for те 
silted rivers in Dinalupihan town Project (SCTEP) currently being here said. Ў guaranteed by pre-need firms, of them, she said. gional universities. Ипсеће 
ЖОШ result in massive flooding implemented by the Bases Con. Although students, who rely largely due to the bad publicity Вос Padilla said local universi- Cabresa, PDI Northern Luzon, 
їп 18 densely populated commu- version Development Authority Оп pre-need subscriptions to en- on these firms, she said. ties would again step up solicita- Bureau 

nities in the town, a town official (BCDA). roll, do not dominate 

said. Cruz said stopping the dredg- the number of stu ‘See you at the InFocus X2 Mall Exhibit * June 15-21, 2006 • Upper Ground Atrium, Bldg B., SM Megamall 


Vice Mayor Leonardo Cruz, in ing and de-silting operations al- dents returning to v 

a press statement, saidthatbased so derailed the flood control colleges this school $ 

ona study conducted by the Mu- programs of the villages and year, they now seek ө” 
а, 


nicipal Disaster Coordinating could delay the expressway pro- alternative resources 
Council (MDCC), low-lying vil- ject. like corporate donors 
lages in the town would be sub- “It’s a double setback alto- or philanthropic in- 
merged during heavy rains as the gether. The hauling operations stitutions to continue 
heavily silted rivers are very like- of silted rivers have been help. their studies, said 
ly to overflow. ing us to control flooding and at Virginia Akiate, chief 
‘The Bataan provincial govem- the same time provide the education specialist 
ment stopped the de-silting oper- source of filling materials for of the Commission 
ations after the temporary permit the SCTEP road project being on Higher Education 
issued to local contractors ex- supplied by local traders,” Cruz in Cordillera. 
pired last month. said. The collapse of 
Cruz said that the provincial “The benefits derived from some pre-need firms 
government's latest move to stop these de-silting activities far out- left the industry with 
the dredging operations could be weigh the political and propagan- по available safety 
linked to the ongoing conflict be- da gains of our provincial lead- net, said Angelita 
tween Gov. Enrique Garcia and Padilla, senior vice 
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ty GRACE GALINDEZ-GUPANA. 
РО fever Mises Int Philippines 


On aprit22, 2006, over 3,000 
people representing 103 nations 
marched 2.2 miles from Bonnie 
Brae Street in Los Angeles (LA), 
California to Noguchi Plaza, as 
{трап of the pre-celebration of the 
E ‘Azusa Street Revival Centennial 
1 (ASRO), April 24-29 which drew 
£ more than 30,000 delegates. Azusa 
} was an old street in LA where the 
{ words greatest spiritual revival 
$ exploded in April 1906 and has 
T resulted into а massive spiritual 
{army of600 million worldwide. 

Аз the participants marched, 

they cheered and sang praises to 
God. Majority waved specially- 
а made, colorful banners which 
; Pilipino and Israeli participants 
А Immediately recognized because it 

is a unique combination of the 

Philippineand Israel flags. 

Called Hallelujah banners, 
they were given away to ASRC 
delegates by PG Tower Ministries 

Tnt through an amazing work of 
the Lord. PG is led by Ms. Grace 
Galindez- Gupana, President, 

On November 28, 2005 at the 
Prayer for the Nation gathering in 
the Folk Aris Theater, Ms. 
Gupana, together with Bishop 
Efraim Tendero (Nat'l Director of 
PCEC) and Rev. Gammy Alba also 
had the opportunity to give and 

ersonally explain to Her 
Excellency President Gloria 
Macapagal Arroyo a Hallelujah 
banner. 

Hallelujah banners were 
first raised at the Feast of 
Tabernacles (Sukkot) and the 
celebration of Jesus Christ’ birth 
in the Jewish calendar) in 
jerusalem, October 17, 2005. 
Seven, PG’ Tower Intercessors, 
attended together with Mrs. 
Gupana who represented the 
Philippines by raising banners at 
the assembly. ad also the 
opportunity to hand ever s 
allelujah banner to the 
Minister of Tourism of Israel, 
represented by Mr. Raphael Ben- 
Hur, Senior Deputy General, 
Ministry of Tourism who 
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NATIONS from all over the world raised GHaltetujah banners at the Azusa Centen: 
you will see it, and when a trumpet sounds, you will hear it. This is what the Lord says to me: "I wll remain quiet an 


The POWER behind th 
ILIPPIN 


PH 


‘Ms. Gupana ralses the Hallelujah banner at 


ihe Festval of Praise, Folk Arts Th 
Nov. 28, 2005... She с В 
‘banner to Pres. GMA, и the Nai 
Prayer 


accepted it with tears and joy. 


Hallelujah i the Hebrew word 
jod.” A combination of 


for “praise 
the 


New 
the Old Covenant. 
Ms. 


symbolize 
i 


hilippine and rae flags can 
signify the coming together of the 
'ovenant in Jesus Christ and 


Gupana said that the 
Hallelujah banner can also 
the commitment of 


Pres. Arroyo is being prayed for by Christian leaders 
Prayer, Folk Arts Theater on Nov. 28, 2005. (R-L: Bishop Ef Tende 
Office, Ms. Grace Gupana, GMA, isabel Tobias, Malacaang Secretary of Church 


Relations 


lipino Christians to stand with 


Israel and pray 


Prayand love Jerusalem. 


for its peace 

according to Psalm 122:6, that 

promises prosperity to thosé who 
je 


On August 31, 2005, the 


Spirit of God led two pastors and 
Prayer Intercessors under the 
leadership of Ms. Gupana to fast 
for 7 days at the PG 

Malakas St., Diliman, 
juezon City. The focus was on 
ines and leaders of the 

1 that time, some 
intercessors: Saw im a vision the 
flags of the Philippines and Israel 
Then the 


and рга, 
Tower 115 


the Phill 
land. During 
come, together as опе. 
Wordo 


will I comfort you; an 
comforted over 


Israel, 
Philippines. 


od in Isaiah 66:13 came: 
"Asa mother comforts her child so 
id you will be 
Jerusalem..." It 
was as if a mother, (personified as 

adopting the daughter, ће 


FILIPINOS гизе Hallelujah banners at the Azusa Cent 
Processional.” Los Angeles. Photo shows Ms. Grace, Ри 


the National Day of 
a Malacañang 


mal “Holy Spirit 
. Paulens and Ruth 


Gupana with Mara and Kutch Javier and Rev. Jaren Lapasaran, and other 


kababayans. 


Thus, the Hallelujah 
banner was born - it was in the 
light of the Bible and the 
leading of the Spirit. 

After the prayer and 
fasting, the PG Tower 
Ministries started to make 
‘banners as the Spirit led. 


How it all Began 


А PERSONAL TESTIMONY of Ms. Grace Galindez-Gupana, Founder, 


PG Tower Ministries International, Philippines. 


As you read my personal 
testimony, I ask you to pray 
with me this prayer: 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Saviour of 
mankind, because of Your love, 
You shed your blood to save me 
from all ту sins. 1 acknowledge 
that 1 am a sinner and 1 have 
failed you. I repent of all my 
‘sins and Г ask that you. forgive 
me for not loving You, not 
‘following your commandments, 
‘and for following other gods and 
idols. Forgive me for not loving 
my country and fellowmen 

Forgive те for not supporting, 
honoring and praying for the 
people and leaders You have 
placed in authority to lead and 
rule this chosen land. 

Open my spiritual eyes to see 
Your will for my life. Allow my 
spiritual ears to hear Your voice 
and call. Soften my heart to have 
compassion and burden to help 
the unreached, the unbelievers, 
the poor and the oppressed 
Filipino brothers, Help me to 
love, honor and serve my country. 
You have called me by my name, 
аз your child, and as part of the 
Filipino nation. Bring me into 


AN URGENT MESSAGE TO OUR COUNTRYMEN 


and Vice President, ABS Herbs Int Corp. 


Your light, take full control of 
my life, my family, my business, 
and all my endeavors. Rule and. 
reign in our country. In Jesus 
name. AMEN. 

Let's face it: The Philippines 
is still in а political, socio- 
economic and spiritual crisis. The 
media are full of stories of civil 
unrest, instability and other 
problems: mass poverty, drug 
addiction of the youth, idolatry, 
immorality, corruption and many 
more. 

Tt seems there is no end for 
the people especially the masses 
which are the most affected and 
disturbed, disoriented and tired of 
all the problems they encounter 
daily, 

‘The small entrepreneurs like 
us also suffer because of the 
unstable business environment. 

‘After years of hardwork 
and determination, God has 
blessed and brought forth 
success to our Herbal Food 
Supplement business, (ABS 
Herbs). However, two years ago, 
the reputation of Ampalaya (bitter 
herb) which our business is built 
оп, began to be hit by some in the 


business sector. Then the 
Department of Health declared that 
the health benefits of Ampalaya 
was just folkloric. As a result, our. 
business was greatly affected as 
sales went on a downward trend. 
In fact, even sales of the fresh 
Ampalaya suffered as people were 
no longer buying, 

At first I was angry with the 
competitors and the government 
whom we thought brought 
damage to the growing potential 
of the Philippine herbal industry. 
I asked myself, what can I do? 
Maliit lang kami, sino ba kami? 
The damage has been done, yes, 
but life and business must go on. 
There is no other way but to move 
forward and continue to look for 
open doors. Alas! - when God 
closes the door, He opens a 
window, and through this 
window, we can see the world 
and other opportunities. 

The only recourse I thought 
was for all of us in our company 
to humble ourselves before 
God through prayer and 
fasting. We sought God and 
perceived His wili through His 
Word, the Bible. We opened our 
hearts to Him and repented. 

In His mercy, God turned 
His face toward us. He comforted 


Hallelujah banners bave 
been raised at other Christian 
evens ‘including the Franklin 
Graham Metro Manila Festival 
in February 2006. 

To date almost 50,000 
Hallelujah banners have been 
distributed worldwide. 


THE 


| Los Angeles, California, USA: “All you people ofthe world. y 


us and poured out His blessings 
abundantly. Eventually our sales 
recovered and even doubled. 
God healed our hearts and filled 
us with renewed hope. He 
united our employees with 
harmony and love. We learned 
to forgive, we felt His peace that 
passes all understanding. 

1 also received my clear 
calling from God as revealed 
in Matthew 28:18-20: Ail 
authority has been given to Me 
in heaven and on earth. Go 
therefore and make disciples of 
all the nations, baptizing them 
in the name of Father, and the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that 
1 commanded you; and lo, 1 am 
with you ahvays, even to theend 
of the age. 

1 have dedicated my life 
to God and everyday, He 
guides and leads me in fulfilling 
His great purpose for me and 
His Kingdom business on earth. 
То Him alone, | give the glory! 

As a result, the 6th and 
7th floors of PG Tower 
building, have been dedicated 
as venue for Praise God 
Tower Ministries Int'l., 
where people can come to 
seek God's presence, feel 
His glory and pray. 


For Your Excellency President 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 


We believe God has chosen you to be our 


DEPENDENCE IS FREEDOM, DEPENDENCE TO GOD i 


Our Only Hope 

I believe God has a beautiful 
destiny for our beloved country 
But for such to happen, God by 
His Spirithas to move in every life, 
family, business and all other areas 
like chureh, government and 
media. 

The key to such great move 
of God is humility, sincer 
repentance and ig heart. 

“If My people who are 
called by ате humble 
‘themselves and pray and seek 

» My fece and turn from their 


wicked ways, then I will hear | 
from heaven, will forgive their ` 
sin and will heal their land’ 
(2 Chron 7:14) 
Man’s ways are futile apart 
from God. Not by might, not by 
‘power, but by my SPIRIT sait 
the Lord! 
To Our Beloved Count 
Here and Abroac 
1 beg of you, let us come 
together in unity and love, humble 
ourselves as one nation, to seek ће 
face of God and His will in our lives. 
through the Bible, 


men 


leader in this chosen land (Lupang Hinirang) at this 
particular time according to Daniel 2:21-22. God 
has called you by your name Gloria -to rule and 
lead for His glory alone! 

Your Excellency, we come to you in the 
Name of our God and our Savior Jésus Christ. 
We ask God's forgiveness and your forgiveness 
for not honoring you (1 Peter 2:13:14; 17), not 
‘submitting to your leadership (Romans 13:1-5), 
mot praying Jor you (1 Timothy 2:1-5) and not 
acknowledging your service to our nation and 
devotion to your duties. Before God we repent 
of our sins. In obedience io Him, we pray that 
His wisdom, guidance and anointing will always 
be on you as you lead the country to its great 
destiny. From your Prayer Intercessors. 


PG Tower Ministries Int'l. 


e 
nfolds... | 


1898: The Meaning of the Philippine Flag l 


‘The Flag's design spoke of the Filipinos’ spirit and their deep 
earings for the country, А white tangle on the Пар stood 
for equality; the upper stripe of dark blue for peace, trith and 

justice, the lower stripe of red for patriotism and Valor, the 

Sunburst of eight rays representing the first eight provinces 

that tok up arms, against Spain and the three stars 

symbolizing Luzon, the Visayas and Mindanao. 

2005: The Spiritual Meaning of the Philippine Flag 
Revealed to 24 Prayer Intercessors and 2 Pastors at the PG 
Tower, 115 Malakas St., Diliman Quezon City during 7 days 
Prayer and Fasting for the nation amidst the political and 


economic eris 

> | ‘The New Covenant Banner of God 
“THE STANDARD OF GOD 

PHILIPPINES: The Pearl of the Orient seas 

PILIPINO: PILI-Chosen, LIPI-Race, PINO-Refine 1 Pet.2:9 


GOD THE FATHER God said to Moses, ТАМ WHO I AM, Thus you 
FescewihGed__ shall say to the sons of Israel, The Lord the God 
ШЕШИНЕ © your fathers, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, has sent meto you. This is My name forever, and thisis My 
memorial -nameto all generation. ‘Enodis 311418 


SESUSCHRIST Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have 
Bosw peace with God though ourLord Jesus Chis iss 
In Him we have redemption through His Blood, 
the forgiveness of our trespasses according to the riches of His 
ace, Epa LT. For God so loved the world tat He gave His onh 
eon son, Jesus Chit thet who so ever believes in Him shal 
baveeverlantiag Ме. Jota зле 


HOLYSPIRT “АП authority has been given to Me in heaven 
and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples 
оп all the nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all that 1 commanded you; and know 

that lam with you always, even to the end of the age.” 


3STARS Represent God the Father, the Son Jesus Christ, 
AA andthe Holy Spirit. 15573; Matt 3:16 


SUNRISE Greater glory in theltter times, Rising Sun In ње. 

GleyofGod буз Mp1 
(2004. Arte! andthe lor ofthe Lord isrisen upon thes. 
pos 


August 31- September 7, 2005, 


Philippine Flag 


nd you shall declare My glory to the 
"(Greater works) Ta. 66:19 
GOD the FATHER, JESUS CHRIST the SON andthe 


HOLY SPIRIT will reign in Glory, Righteousness, 
Justice Puriy and Love. т 


“Toe NEW HEAVEN 
and EARTH 


The First heaven and the First earth will pass away 
Те Nev адаа ишш бом gut of benyen 
Form God, made ready as п bride adorned for het 
арш am itid 
ONE NATION, ONE KING 
"Behold the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell 
oos es and Tay wil Бе Hs people and Gou Hec wil be 
amongihem". Rey, 21:13, Ezekiel 37:22,27 


x ‘The Spiritual Meaning of the Israel Flag 


The Old Covenant Banner of God 
‘THE STANDARD OF GOD 
‘who live on the earth, WHEN A BANNER IS RAISED on the mountain, 


d will look on from my dwelling place, like shimmering heat in the sunshine, like а cloud of dew іп ће heat of harvest.” Isalah 18:24 


ISRAEL FLAG May God Reign. The Chosen Race, Beloved of 
the Lord. Prince of God. (The Timepiece of God) 

STAR OF DAVID Represents the 12 (Twelve) TRIBES OF IS- 
RAEL. " All are the twelve tribes of Israel and this is what their 
father said to them when He blessed them. He blessed them, every 
one with the blessing. appropriate to Him". Gen. 49:28 


ho bless уо, 
curse”. Gen. 12: 


Dearly beloved 
Filipinos: 


As I look at the Hallelujah 
banner that is а combination 
between the Israeli flag and the 
Filipino flag, I can see the prophetic <i | 
picture of that Heavenly Unity that Y'shua (Jesus) prayed 
for. The Jews were to speak the Word, the Holy Scriptures, 
The Torah in the light of Y'shua's sacrifice to the Gentiles 
and the Gentiles were to come in and enrich Israel with 
their presence by joining into the New Covenant through 
The Jewish Messiah Y'shua (Jesus). The result of this 
unity, this shalom, this total reconciliation would be: WORLD 
WIDE HARVEST! "That the world may believe, that the world 
may know that you have sent те. * Jn 17:21, 22. 

In 1948 it was the Filippino vote that determined the 
establishing of the Jewish State and as the Phili 
receives the Jews and the Jewish Roots of the fai 
T believe that their intercession, anointing and 
intervention will affect also Israel's full resto 
their land and to their Messial 
the Jews jealous to have Y'shua The Messiah, Jesus 
Christ back! Shalom on your Independence Ра 


Bishop Dominiquae and Rabbi Baruch Bierman 
Kad-Esh MAP Ministries, Jerusalem, Israel 


Оп September 6-9, 2006 
Bishop Dominique and Rabbi Bierman 
“Rev, Richard Muñoz, Argentina/Florida 
will come to the Philippines to conduct 
Messianic Apostolic Prophetic 
MAP Revolution Conference in Quezon City. 
FOR INQUIRIES 
Praise God Tower Ministries Int'l. 
PG Tower, 115 Malakas St, 
Diliman; Quezon City, Philippines. 
email: pg tower@yshoo.com + Tel, no.: (632) 426-3699 
<, Banner, Flag, Standard, Sign/Signal, 
Identity, Authority, Penant, Emblem. 
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PINOY, Itaas mo bandils'mo para sa Dios at sa Bayan nating hinirang! 


(Filipinos, raise your banner! For the glory of God, to our country and to the nations!) 
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VIRAC, CATANDUANES—RICE 
black bugs could wipe out har- 
vests in almost all of the 11 towns 
of the province, a team from the 
regional Department of Agricul- 
ture reported. 

А five-man team from the DA 
regional office went to the towns 
of Bagamanoc, Viga, Panganiban, 
Caramoran, Pandan, Gigmoto 
and Baras to show farmers the ex- 
tent of infestation. It said the 
bugs were blown to the island by 
winds brought by tropical storm 
"Caloy" on May 13. 

The adult bugs have already 
started laying eggs on the bases 
ofrice stalks. 

The team’s report prompted 
Herbert Evangelista of the Provin- 
cial Agricultural Support Office to 
calla meeting of the Provincial Dis- 
aster Coordinating Council chaired 
by Gov. Leandro Verceles Jr. 

According to a pamphlet pro- 
duced by the DA, the female bug 
deposits eggs on the base of the 
plant. It lays about 200 eggs in its 
life span and guards these until 
they hatch. 


enlarged. f 
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Stage 1 The female bug deposits 
eggs on the base of rice stems. It 
lays 200 eggs in its life span and 
Quards these until they hatch. 


it 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER, 


Across the NATION 
DA warns bugs could wipe out 
rice harvest in Catanduanes 


Stage 2 Young and mature adults suck 
the plant's sap, causing it to weaken. 


Stage 3 Heavy infestation stunts the 
plants growth and results 

in hal-fited or empty grains 

‘and brown leaves. 


муто. 
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Forty to 60 greenish eggs are 
laid each time. They turn pink 
when they mature in three to five 
days. 

‘The bug nymph is light brown, 
molts four to five times, and 
reaches adulthood in 25-30 days. 

The oval-shaped, 9-mm adult 
is brownish black, with yellow 
spots in the chest. It ives for up to 


а) 
seven months and gives off an of- 
fensive odor when disturbed. 

The infestation results in emp- 
ty panicles, or half-filled grains, 
and can tum entire ricefields 
brown as the plants become 
stunted, wilt and later die. 

According to a DA primer, yield 
loss ranges from 23 percent to 90 
percent. 


The team seid local farmers may 
set up light traps using 20-watt flu- 
Orescent tubes or 500-watt mer- 
cury bulbs near the rice fields. 
‘These should be operated at night. 

Light trapping should be done 
two to three days until after a full 
moon. 

The trapped bugs should be 
collected before sunrise, placed 
in sacks and buried. 

The team sought the assistance 
of the provincial government in 
growing the green muscardine 
fungus, Metarrhizium anisopliae, 
which attacks adults and nymph 
bugs. 

Fields can also be flooded to 
submerge eggs. When placed un- 
der water for 24 hours, the eggs 
will no longer hatch 

Ducks, which feed on the bugs, 
сап also be herded to the fields a 
month after transplanting or when 
the plants are already established. 

The DA said the use of insecti- 
cides should be a last resort be- 
cause it might destroy the bugs’ 
natural enemies. Fernan Gianan, 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Aussie firm holds 1st flag ceremony at mining site 


A MINING COMPANY HOUNDED 
by an investigation into two 
waste spills in its site in Rapu-Ra- 
pu, Albay and continuing protests 
by leftist militant groups held its 
first flag ceremony yesterday, In- 
dependence Day, and would do 
so every Monday. 

In a press statement, Lafayette 
Philippines Inc. (LPI) chair and 
president Carlos Dominguez said 
the simple ceremony on Indepen- 


dence Day would start off the 
company’s effort to promote 
sense of country and instil in its 
workforce a deeper commitment 
to responsible mining. 

"This is a simple gesture but I 
am sure it will go a long way. A 
fired-up workforce will do its best 
for the company and all its stake- 
holders, especially the host com- 
munities," he said. 

Dominguez, who was tapped 


to head a Filipino team to man- 
age the Rapu-Rapu project, said 
people and technology would 
drive the company to its goal of 
getting sustained public support 
and acceptance. 

"We have put in place all the 
needed remedial measures. 
We are confident of demon- 
strating that we will be sincere. 
and responsible partners in 
the growth of the host commu- 


nities," he said. 

‘The environment group Green- 
peace earlier presented a report 
aiming residents of communi- 
ties near Rapu-Rapu would gain 
only Р2 а day out of the mine op- 
erations. 

LPI is awaiting a government 
decision today on its request to 
test its remedial measures and 
eventually resume full opera- 


FROM the other side of the fence 
during a recent visit of environmer 
Rapu-Rapu, Albay. 


A 
CUTE. 


‘emerged supporters of mining 
nt officials in another mining site, in 
INO SUS ORBETAPDI SOUTHERN LUZON BUREAU 


Mindoro mining enemies 
claim success in tour 


CITY OF CALAPAN—EFFORTS 
by protesters to raise awareness 
on mining in Mindoro were dis- 
turbing to a shareholder of a for- 
eign mining firm that plans to ex- 
tract nickel in Mindoro, accord- 
ing to a leader of the Alliance 
against Mining on Mindoro Is- 
land (Alamin), the protesters’ 
group. 

“Goldman-Sachs, меһ 
holds about 61 million shares in 
Crew, was disturbed by the is- 
sues we raised,” said Fr. Edwin 
Gariguez of the Apostolic Vicari- 
ate of Calapan and leader of 
Alamin. 

Ben de los Reyes, spokesper- 
son of Crew Mining in Mindoro, 
said protesters were still ш 
aware of his firm's planned oper- 
ation and would launch an infor- 
mation and education cam- 
paign. 


Leaders of Alamin and Min- 
doro tribes earlier toured the 
United Kingdom to campaign 
against the planned operations 
of Crew. They were invited to 
speak in the British parlia- 
ment. 

Gariguez said Alamin's cam- 
paign "paved the way for a pos- 
sible fact-finding (mission) 
and resolutions (for) 
stricter regulation of UK com- 
panies and complaint mecha- 
nisms for affected (mining) 
communities." 

Crew plans to develop a 
nickel and cobalt mine in Min- 
doro on a concession almost 
100 sq km in area and strad- 
dling the provinces of Oriental 
and Occidental Mindoro. Re- 
serves are estimated to be good 
for 30 years. Madonna Virola, 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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Schedule of Draws 


HURRY! Start sending text 


* Receipts issued should (ай within the weekly period prior to 
the draw date to quality except forthe frs draw. Weekdy 
Grow day is every Tuesday and dendine of extra onries 
fs 12:0 midnight of he Monday before the drew. 


Draw Dates 


1st drow 


August 1, 2006 


‘Qualified Receipt Dates 
June 1 to July 31, 2006 


All text entries starting 


June 1 are valid for the first draw 


Рт Milion per winner. There wil be five (б) winners on 


the first draw. 


Winning raffle entry number/s shall be published in 


newspapers. 


Winners will be notified via text and a call on his/her 
cellphone as to where and how to claim the prize. 
To claim prize, winner must present the following: 


NAPAKADAI 


W-toxt ang ke 


entries NOW! 


on AUGUST 1. 


LING SUMALI! 


word PSR kasama 


ang mga detalye ng resibo 
PSR <space> Tax Idontification. 
Number (TIN) of establishment that 
issued the receipt * Receipt Number 
" Receipt Amount 


Send to 9777 


(SMART, TALK N' TEXT & 


‘ADDICT MOBILE). Every P100 value of 
the recaipt entitles you to ono. 


text-raifle entry. As 


you get an ext 
remaining fra 
For example, 
5 times and be 
entries using 


ddod bonus, 
tra text-rafflo entry for. 
'ctions PSO and above. 
you can text 

о ontited to 5 raffio 
the same P450 receipt 


details, but only 
entries for a Р449 receipt. 


Theater 


toxt entry ls 


ВРУ 1.50 Yntroductory price). All 


550 


ries you send, the higher 


of becoming а miliona 


2nd draw August 8, 2006 August 1 to 7, 2006 
‘August 15,2008 August 8 to 14, 2008 


Succeeding weekly draw periods will be announced regularly 
in tv, radio and print ads. 


3rd draw 


The draw of the winning гате entry number/s shall be 
televised live on the scheduled draw date. 


1. Original copy of the receipt used for the text-raffie entry. 
The date of which must be within the coverage period for 
that particular draw. 

2. Saved notification text message on the cellphone. 

3. Two valid а. 

4. Authorization letter (Applicable only if the receipt is in the 
пате of a company and not under the claimant's name). 

Prize unclaimed sier 60 days trom date of notification 

‘shall be forfeited, 


Para sa karagdagang kaalaman, tumawag sa (02) 338 -9777 


Receipt should have minimum amount ot P100. 
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Help a beacon, save а nat'l treasur 


By Cristina Arzadon 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


BURGOS, ILOCOS NORTE—THE OVER A 
‘century-old Burgos lighthouse (known locally 
as the Cape Bojeador lighthouse) is not just a 
beacon to seafarers. 

Tt is also a source of provincial pride af- 
térthe National Museum declared it a na- 
tional cultural treasure in December 2005. 

Perched on Vigia de Nagpartian hill, the 
lighthouse, however, cries out for national 
attention as it continues to battle the ele- 
ments that have been battering it the last 


114years. 

The structure is composed of a 160-m tall 
light tower, living and office quarters and a 
courtyard. 

Completed on March 30, 1892, the light- 
house was built by Guillermo Brockman from 
а design by Magin Pers y Pers. It is made of lo- 
cally fabricated bricks and accented with cast 
metal grillwork. , 


‘Octagonal tower 

Motorists driving north through the 
province can catch sight of the lighthouse 
which dominates the Burgos skyline. 


Lone lighthouse keeper Vicente Acoba Sr. is 
kept busy by the steady stream of visitors who 
climb the steep steps leading to the tri-level 
complex that supports the octagonal light- 
house tower. 


Panorama of the sea 

From its top, one can easily take in the 
sweeping panorama of the sea and the sur- 
rounding countryside. 

“Sea vessels making the voyage from the 
Babuyanes Channel toward Hong Kong or 
Yokohama (Japan) can't miss the light- 
house,” Acoba told the INQUIRER. 


‘Sea vessels making 
the voyage from 
the Babuyanes 
Channel toward 
Hong Kong or 


Pinakamaraming super sulit rates 


sa pinakamaraming bansa! 


US$ 0.003 IDD US$ 0.30/min. IDD 
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THE OVER a century-old Cape Bojeador 
lighthouse beckons for national assistance. 
CRSTNAARZADON 

Based on an initial study commissioned 
by the National Museum, the base of the 
lighthouse needs to be strengthened before. 
the structure could be improved 

The building is in good condition but the 
living quarters and offices need to be re- 
paired. 

At one point, Councilor Joegie Jimenez, 
chair of the Burgos Tourism Council, said, 
archeologists from the University of the 
Philippines who did research on the light- 
house excavated a site where the kiln that. 
was used to fire up the bricks that make up. 
the structure was buried. Old bricks were. 
also found in the hole. 

Jimenez said the tourism council plans to 
put up a landmark at the site. 

“We need to make people aware of the 
need to save the lighthouse. This is the 
town’s single, most important structure,” 
he said. 

Jimenez said efforts to preserve the light- 
house complex were continuing after initial 
restoration work for the roofing was complet- 
ed. 


Symbol of Spanish times 

Donations, mostly from Burgos residents 
here and abroad, helped restore the town's 
most enduring symbol of the Spanish era. 

‘The funds, however, were not enough to re- 
store the entire structure. 

“We need to have more improvements. 
We only managed to repair the rotting roof 
and upgrade its wooden support,” Jimenez 
said. 

“We thought that by being declared a na- 
tional treasure, the national government 
would pay attention to its preservation by 
helping produce funds,” Jimenez, a board 
member at the time, said. 

He said the lighthouse was in bad shape 
after being whipped by Typhoon Feria in 
2001. 

“The iron sheets were flapping while sever- 
al glass panels surrounding the lighting de- 
vice were shattered.” 

“The structure itself was left rotting,” 
Jimenez said. 

He said the foundation is preparing a re- 
habilitation proposal it will submit to the 
National Commission for Culture and the 
Arts for funding support. 


1,000-postcard campaign 

The proposal would contain a technical 
study on what kind of preservation the light- 
house should undergo. 

‘The roof improvement was made possi- 
ble through the “Save the, Cape Bojeador 
Lighthouse” campaign that Jimenez and 
the Cape Bojeador Development Founda- 
tion initiated in 2003. Ilocos Norte Gov. 
Terdinand Marcos Jr. is the foundation's 
honorary chair 

Burgos Mayor Benjamin Campañano 
caused the placing of streetlights in the court- 
yard, which serves as the main entrance to the 
complex. 

Jimenez reproduced some 1,000 post- 
cards, routing the campaign, which were dis- 
tributed to Burgos natives living in other 
countries. 

‘The campaign raised some P2.2 million 
from contributions and from provincial gov- 
ernment funds. 

Tt was the second rehabilitation the light- 
house underwent since its construction in 
1892. The first improvement was done in 
1982. 
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DPWH seeks ban 
on billboards : 


D is tractio ns ; S ay CO mplaints BILLBOARDS uot dee majer thoroughfares nationwide not only offended aesthetic sensibilities but were also 


VALPANDUMON 


By Leila B. Salaverria scantily-clad models, also loom 
over busy thoroughfares. Cunta- 


FOLLOWING COMPLAINTS pay pointed out in Singapore, APA; 
from motorists, the department billboards do not face the road On 
of Public Works and Highways but face buildings because their Aa Ей 
(DPWH) has finally drafted acir- targets are not drivers but build- 
cular which would ban bill ing occupants. TONS 
boards from being displayed Арат from banning advertis- Delighting You Always 
alongside major roads nation- ing displays alongside roads, the 
wide circular also orders building offi 
The circular, which came from cials to conduct an inventory of 
the departments National Build- all buildings and other public 
ing Code Development Office structures, including billboards, 
(NBCDO), has already been sub- to determine whether these are 
mitted for approval tò DPWH still fit to use and follow building 
Secretary Hermogenes Ebdane, code standards. 
according to NBCDO director “The secretary's orders are meant 
Emmanuel Cuntapay. to make buildings safe and to see to 
‘Once approved, it would pro- it that the building code is followed,” 
hibit the putting up of advertising Cuntapay said. He added that 
billboards or signs within a 100- Ebdane, as the national building offi- 
meter radius of the center of na- cial, is also responsible for ensuring 
tional roads as well as transmis- that the law is implemented. 
sion lines. It also calls for the re- “Conduct an inventory of all 
moval within six months of exist- buildings and other structures like 
ing display boards within the pylons, advertising signs, et. in your 
100-meter radius. area of jurisdiction, to determine 
Cuntapay said the order was whether these buildingy/strucrures 
drawn up to protect motorists are still ft for human habita- 
from being distracted by the bill. _tion/use,” the circular stated. 
boards which dot the sides of After conducting an inventory, 
roads. “The premise of this under building officials should also sub- 
the building code is that anything mit a monthly report to Ebdane, 
that distracts the motoristisavio- through the NBCDO, about the 
lation. If a motorist gets distract- status of the buildings and other 
ed, he may get into accidents,” structures under their jurisdi 
the NBCDO official said. The or- tion. "This is meant to help the Жыл 
der, he added, would be enforced DPWH formulate a work plan to м CEAN itia, 


by building officials of local gov- improve building management,” Only the new Canon LASER SHOT with CAPT Technology 
ernment units. Cuntapay said. 


‘According to the NBCDO chief, He added that Ebdane wants to performs complex print jobs faster and at no extra cost. 
inspections conducted by the DP- ensure the enforcement of the oo 
WH in Northem and Southem Lu- building code to minimize the " 
zon showed that many billboards loss of lives in the event of disas- Hi-SCoA 
have been put up beside thorough- ters such as fires or earthquakes. Faster 
fares and in full view of motorists. “We should not be reactive. We k os 
In Metro Manila, larger-than- should prepare for disasters,” 
life billboards, some featuring Cuntapay said. 


Zero 


warm-up time 


EE рар EE 
7 which allows you to perform complex print jobs without having to spend extra on RAM upgrades. Thanks to Canon's: 4 
Headhunters had EE AEE E E E амар анана gr наа ауа ааты 
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a busy day in QC Teenie ыш Таче 


LASER SHOT LBP3000 | P8,500 Get an LBP, 


By DJ Yap the mayor said. d unm | got a TONER-FREE! 
He added that the Indepen- à и етае она FREE CART-303 black loner 

HUNDREDS OF JOB HUNTERS dence Day celebration would be | LASER SHOT hosce (worth 3,100) when you buy an 

took advantage of the holiday more meaningful, if spent with j = LBP 2900 or LBP 3000. 

yesterday to take part in a job the plight of the country's poor in LBP2900|P7,950 LASER SHOT LBPS000 [Р 24,950 = ae 

miren Б cae за ae ыш “НЮ брен 12 DO moche mum. | Seger 
At 7:30 am., people began recruitment agencies, the fair al- * 2400 x 600 dpi resolution ars eee sup 

gathering around the Quezon so featured services like business | ө USB 2.0 hi-speed connection sotto ea 

City Hall quadrangle, filing out counseling, demonstrations, ex- Penta on MUN, д 

application forms and other ге. hibits and pre-employment docu- | бисер, 

quired documents for the fair, ment processing, said QC Public 

which was scheduled from 8 a.m. Employment Services Office chief 

toS p.m. Ignacio Santos Diaz. rep 
As manyas 15,000 jobs—both Ісмаз the fifth job fair held in s 5708 nies Po Can Pe Come атта А0 

local and overseas — неге up for the city this year, he added. : Ver 4 

grabs, according to Mayor Feli- Оп May 1, Labor Day, a “mega Ix coton 

ciano Belmonte Jr. job fair” jointly held with the De- : ВАБ, К CAPT 
With the theme "Kalayaan mu- partment of Labor and Employ- аасы 

la sa kahirapan (freedom from ment and other agencies was also 

poverty),” the day-long activity conducted in Quezon City. It of- Insist on an original warranty issued by Canon Marketing (Philippines) Inc. 

was the city’s contribution to the fered some 30,000 jobs to thou- Canon Marketing (Philippines), nc. 

fight against hunger and poverty, sands of job seekers. э Marie Р аа, 2159 Don Chino Roces Avenue сос А na St, Maat Су Т. 84-5000 Fax 810-9797 - foicenon com ph -ww.canon com ph 
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Dream Car Mo, Text Мо 
Applying for your new car is now a text message away! 


IG кеу in AUTO<space>your full name<space>your landline number<space>city or province 
X example: "AUTO Manny Gomez 8456777 Makati City” 
send It to 0917-89100-00 and we will get started on your Auto Loan application. 
No time wasted. Walang hassle. Super-blis ang application 


For more information, call the Auto Loans Direct Marketing hotline at 8456777 during office hours or 89-100 (24/7), __ 
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CONTRIBUTED PHOTO. 


APETA ad featuring an ostrich in a zoo. 


METROBRIEFS 


Fire in Parafiaque 
“FIRE swept through a crowded 
“neighborhood in Parafiaque City at 

noon yesterday leaving a man in- 
'Jured and hundreds of families 

Homeless. Firemen traced the blaze, 
"which destroyed P6.5 million worth 

of propery, to the makeshift house 

‘of Inday Factor on UP S-5 Espiritu 

‘Compound in Barangay Isidro. Ac- 

cording to witnesses, they saw 
flames coming from the ceiling of 

Factors house at noon yesterday 
which spread to adjacent houses 

More than 80 shanties were de- 
;Stroyed in the fire that lasted for 

more than two hours, city fire mar- 

‘shal Supt. Leonides Perez reported. 

'We have yet to determine what. 
“éaused the fire" Perez said. 
Jocelyn R. Uy 


First for ‘financiers’ 
FOR the first time, the National Bu- 
"reau of Investigation (NBI) arrested 
än alleged illegal horse race betting 
financier during a raid on his remi 
tance center in Sampaloc, Manila the 
‘other night. NBI acting director 
Nestor Martaring identified the sus- 
«pect as Manuel de Guzman, of Vi- 
2 zgente Cruz St. in Sampaloc, Manila. 
5 The NBI also arrested four persons 
2 уеропейу working for him: Mary 
7 finn Puda, Annaliza Resurrecion, 
Z Rene Bacolor and Romulo Magat. 
T We have arrested bookies in the 
“past, but not financiers," NBI Special 
fask Force chief Reynaldo Esmeralda 
a, Esmeralda had ordered his men 
20 conduct surveillance operations 
pased on reliable information regard- 
Jagan alleged bookie remittance cen- 
246га Nos. 784 and 778 Vicente Cruz 
‘St. The operatives also confiscated a 
summary of collections made and a 
list of offices and individuals alleged- 
ly recelving bribe money from De 
Guzman during the raid. Margaux C. 
оп 


Rosaries for cops 
THEY were ready and alent, but police- 
men deployed to the historic Edsa 
Shrine ended up being snubbed by 
protesters yesterday. Their patience 
and vigilance still paid off, however. 
The almost 200 policemen of the 
Eastern Police District each received a 
blessed brown rosary from shrine 


priest Fr. Vic Apacible early yesterday 
moming. The policemen still wore the 
rosaries on their necks by noon as 
they waited, in vain, for any lightning 
rallies in the area. The protesters, it 
tumed out, had chosen other areas to 
mark independence Day yesterday. 
"The situation here is peaceful," East- 
em Police District director Chief Supt. 
Charlemagne Alejandrino toid the In- 
ounen, The policemen had been de- 
ployed at the shrine as early as Friday 
night, ready for miitant groups who 
scheduled rallies against President 
Macapagal-Arroyo and her proposed 
charter change. Edson С. Tandoc Jr. 


Manila High alumni 


homecoming 

THE MANILA High School will 
hold a reunion for its alumni оп 
June 16 at 4 p.m. at the Manila. 
Hotel to highlight its week-long 
centennial week celebration 
which started June 11. The Manila 
High School, located at Muralla 
corner Victoria Streets in Intra- 
muros, was the first public sec- 
ondary school set up by the Amer- 
icans in the country on June 11, 
1906. Interested alumni and re- 
tired faculty may call the princi- 
pal, Arnulfo H. Empleo at 
5275162 or 521-4199, Luisa Tri- 
ито at 0915-5050798 or Dr. 
Beng Manalang at 0918-9030791 
for details. They can also contact 
event organizers through the web- 
site: www.manilahighschool.com. 


First aid training 
SINCE they are usually the first to 
respond to emergencies, police- 
men in Manila were given a spe- 
cial training on first aid last Satur- 
day. A group of physicians and 
surgeons trom the Philippine Col- 
lege of Surgeons-Metro Manila 
Chapter conducted the training 
for members of the Manila Police 
District, including the Special 
Weapons and Tactics team. MPD 
director Chief Supt. Pedro Bu- 
laong said the special Basic Trau- 
maand Life Support courses 
would help Improve the police of- 
ficers' skills in providing first aid 
treatment for victims of emergen- 


cies or disasters. 
Tina G. Santos 
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By Tina б. Santos 


‘THE PEOPLE FOR THE ETHICAL 
‘Treatment of Animals (Peta) has 
stepped up its campaign to shut 
down all the тооз in the country. 

Jamie Alarcon, spokesperson 
of the animal rights group, yes- 
terday said they have come up 
with various antizoo advertise- 
ments “to strengthen their cam- 
paign and to remind people that 
animals are better off in the 
wild.” 

“We stand in our belief that 
the only thing zoos teach people 
is that it's okay to imprison the 
innocent and dictate to them 


mals on display so that people 
can learn about them,” Alarcon 
added. 

The protest, part of Peta's 
worldwide campaign against 
тооз, calls for the Philippines to 
lead the way by becoming the 
first zo0-free country in Asia. 

Peta's antizoo advertisements 
include posters showing a com- 
parison of animals who live in the 
wild and those confined in a zoo, 
Alarcon said. 

One poster features an os- 
trich and an elephant inside a 
200. 


Animal welfare group steps up antizoo drive with a 


Underneath the pictures is the 
message: "Life in the zoo: Lonely, 
sad, stressed, confined and away 
from home.” 

“Ostriches can run up to 70 
kilometers per hour Just one 
stride can be three to five meters 
long—bigger than most rooms! 
They live in herds made up of 10 
up to 100 animals" Alarcon 
said. 

She added that the elephant 
in Manila Zoo is confined to a 
small enclosure with little 
grass. 

"Elephants can walk up to 48 
kilometers every day in the wild 
but the entire 200 measures 5.5 
hectares, or 0.055-sq km,” the Pe- 
ta spokesperson said. 

The other print ads feature an 
orangutan and several zebras 
living in the wild with the mes- 
sage: "Life in the wild: Gentle, 

proud, content and 


gered species, spend nearly all 
their time in the trees," she said. 
"The Manila Zoo has a metal plat- 
form for its orangutan, but little 
else for swinging and other exer- 
Фе” 

Alarcon said their group 
would also shoot antizoo com- 
mercials featuring local celebri- 
ties. 
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ds campaign 


Life in the wild 
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Don't support zoos. 
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CONTENT, AND FRE 


ANOTHER ad designed by animal rights group Peta pushing for the 


closure of zoos nationwide, 
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All set to open, but no one to man center 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


WANTED: PEOPLE WHO STAY 
cool and keep their wits about 
them when faced with an emer- 
gency, 

The Makati City government is 
looking for 70 persons with these. 
qualities to man its 24-hour com- 
mand center—the Makati Com- 
mand, Control and Communica- 
tion Emergency Alert Response 
System (C3 EARS). 

C3 EARS would be in charge of 
coordinating the movements of 
the Мака protective services, 
from the police and fire depart- 
ments, to emergency medical ser- 
vices like the Makati Rescue, and 


Miaa vows 
services at 


By Nikko Dizon 
‘THE NEW ADMINISTRATIVE OR- 
der that reaffirmed the security and 
operational control of the Manila In- 
temational Airport Authority (Miaa) 
over the Ninoy Aquino Intemational 
Airport (Naia) wil pave the way for 
“drastic improvements” in basic pas- 
senger services. 

“It will help the authority or- 
chestrate much needed reforms 
interms of security practices, pas- 
senger handling, public service, 
and other airport services in co- 
operation with all the concerned 
agencies in the international air- 
port complex,” said Alfonso Cusi, 
Miaa general manager, in a re- 
cent statement. 

Administrative Order No. 151, 
signed by President Macapagal- 
Arroyo on May 20, tasked the 
Міаа general manager with the 
implementation of security mea- 
sures to ensure the safety of pas- 
sengers at the Майа against ter- 
rorist attacks. 

It also authorized him to or- 
der government agencies oper- 
ating at the Naia to make adjust- 


the Department of Public Ser- 
vices. 

The city government hopes to 
start operating the facility by next 
month. 

"We need people who would re- 


improved 
airport 


ments in their workflow, layout, 
policies and procedures, among 
others, "to ensure consistency 
and responsiveness of all securi- 
ty-related plans,” the statement 
said. 

‘Among the agencies operat- 
ing at the Майа are the Bureau 
of Customs, Bureau of Immi- 
gration, Philippine National Po- 
lice-Aviation Security Group, 
Bureau of Quarantine and the 
National Bureau of Investiga- 
tion. 

Cusi said that by working to- 
gether, the Miaa, as the lead 
agency, will be able to “make 
drastic improvements in the way 
we give basic passenger services 
to our customers and (the) public. 
at large.” 

However, he did not mention 
what these improvements would 
be. 

In recent months, the Miaa has 
implemented several new securi 
ty measures, including the sa 
tized baggage system and the re- 
arrangement of the layout of x- 
rays at the initial check-in coun- 
ters. 


Recognition, finally, for Pasay’s forgotten heroine 


By Jocelyn R, Uy 


А HEROINE WHOSE NAME AND 
acts of bravery during the Span- 
ish war were rarely mentioned in 
history books, finally got the 
recognition she deserved. 

The Pasay City government 
yesterday unveiled the monu- 
ment to Marcela Marcelo in Ма- 
libay, the place where she was 
born in 1869. 

The 11-foot bronze sculpture 
depicted Marcelo as several histo- 
rians had described her: A wom- 
ап with flowing hair who was al- 
ways in the thick of the battle 
wielding a bolo, 

In the book “Some Minutes of 
the Revolution of 1896-97," Car- 
Jos Ronquillo, private secretary of 
Gen. Emilio Aguinaldo, wrote: 
"One of our platoons was led by a 
woman of great courage; a mid- 

z de-aged married woman who 
ай a child, a woman from Pasay, 
Who was always in the heat of the 

‘battle, with no weapons but a bo- 
2.” 


“She died a heroine when the 
Spanish trenches were taken in 
Pasong Santol (in Cavite)," Ron- 
quillo wrote. 

Marcelo, also known as “Se- 
lang Bagsik” and "Henerala 
Sela," was believed to belong to 
an upper-class family who owned 
abetel nut farm. 

She married Quirino Lugo of 
Aguho, Pateros. She bore a son, 
whom she reportedly entrusted 
to her sister when her husband 
was taken away by government 
troops. 

Marcelo was believed to 
have led a group of Filipino 
rebels to raid the enemy's 
stronghold. 

She was killed after she was 
shot in the head by Spanish sol- 
diers, according to Martin Vina- 
80,2 historian, 

Jt was also her picture that 
was believed to have been im- 
printed оп the certificates of 
members of the “Veteranos de la 
Revolucion” which were kept in 
a small book owned by Roman 


= 


THE MONUMENT built in honor of Marcela Marcelo. сонтвилкогното 


Abad, а katipunero from Imus, 
Cavite, 

“We must emulate Marcela 
Marcelo's bravery. Today, we are 
still yearning for freedom ... free- 


dom from poverty,” Pasay Mayor 
Wenceslao “Peewee” Trinidad 
said in a speech during the un- 
veiling of the historical marker 
yesterday. 


ceive the calls and know which 
unit to dispatch based on the emer- 
gency,” said Joey Salgado, the city’s 
Information and Community Rela- 
tions Department chief, 

“They should also have knowl- 


edge of first aid so that upon re- 
ceiving the call, they would be 
able to instruct the caller on what 
to do while waiting for respon- 
ders to arrive,” he added. 

Salgado said the slots would be 
open to both male and female ap- 
plicants who meet the require 
ments. 

“They should know how to 
solve problems immediately and 
they should be able to keep calm. 
They should be able to talk a 
caller through an emergency situ- 
ation,” he elaborated. 

Those who are interested 
should apply at the Urban Devel- 
opment Department of the 
Makati City Hall. 


WHY COMPENSATE THE RELA- 
tives of Leo Echegaray, rapist of a 
10-year-old girl, just because 
Chief Justice Artemio Pangani- 
ban said the Supreme Court 
made a judicial error"? 

Echegaray was guilty as hell. 
He deserved to die by lethal in- 
jection which, at the time, was 
the penalty for rapists. 

Whether the giri he raped was 
his daughter or not is irrelevant 
since the girl was the daughter of 
his common-law wife. 

That made Echegaray the 
girls stepfather. That made 
him a bantay-salakay or one 
who violated a trust. 

Why quibble over Echegaray's 
relationship with the rape victim 
when he was found guilty of 
raping a 10-year-old girl? 

It would have been different 
ifthe Supreme Court found out 
later that he didn't rape the 
girl. But he did, so what's the 
problem? 

Senate Minority Leader 
Aquilino Pimentel has added 
fuel to the controversy of Leo 
Echegaray’s “wrongful death” 
by preparing a bill that would 
seek a P10-million compensa- 
tion for Echegaray’s family. 


Whew! What would they 
think of next? 


Why should the relatives 
of a convicted rapist be com- 
pensated, just because the 
Chief Justice said he should 
not have been sent to the 
lethal injection chamber? 

One thing good has come 
ош of Chief Justice Pangani- 
ban's revelation of "judicial er- 
ror” on Echegaray's death. 

Justice Secretary Raul Gon- 
zalez said that persons who 
were wrongfully sent to jail 
may ask the Board of Claims 
for compensation. 

Gonzalez said that under the 
law creating the Board of Claims 
under the Department of Jus- 
tice, those eligible for compen- 
sation are: (1) those who were. 
unjustly accused, convicted and 


imprisoned and subsequently 


Why compensate kin 
of a rapist? 


released by virtue of a judgment 
of acquittal; (2) those who were. 
unjustly detained and released 
without being charged; (3) 
those who were victims of arbi- 
trary detention by the authori- 
ties; (4) and those who were vic- 
tims of violent crime, including 
rape and offenses committed 
with malice which resulted in 
death or serious physical and/or 
psychological injuries, perma- 
nent incapacity or disability in- 
sanity, abortion, serious trauma, 
or committed with torture, cru- 
elty or barbarity. 

Only very few people knew 
about the existence of a law 
creating the Board of Claims. 

My staff and I at "Isumbong 
mo kay Tulfo!” have handled 
plenty of cases of unjust accu- 
sation and oppression commit- 
ted by people in authority 
against innocent civilians. 

‘One such victim is Ricky Ro- 
mualdo, a mechanic, who was 
Jailed for one year alter Quezon 
City policemen "planted" illegal 
drugs on his person. He was ac- 
quitted by the cour that шей him. 

A powerful figure has a 
hooker for a girlfriend. He re- 
portedly beats her up whenever 
she goes out with other men. 


‘The girl complains the 
powerful figure doesn't give 
her money to get out of the 
world’s oldest profession. 


‘According to my sources in 
the profession, the powerful 
figure even has somebody 
tail her wherever she goes. 


‘Tk, tsk, tsk! 

This powerful figure ap- 
parently doesn't know the 
existence of Republic Act 
9262 or the law against stalk- 
ing women and children. 
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WASHINGTON-—PRESIDENT GEORGE 
W. Bush convenes а war council this 
week hoping to build momentum after 
Abu Musab al-Zargawi's death, but the 
big question overhanging the talks is 
when US troops will return from Iraq. 

Bush will hold two days of high-level 
consultations at Camp David starting on 
Monday to reassess strategy on Iraq as he 
struggles with an increasingly unpopular 
war that has dragged down his approval 
ratings in a congressional election year. 

Surrounded by top advisers, he may al- 
зо have to contend with fallout from the 
suicides of three Arabs held at the US mili- 
tary prison at Guantanamo. Their deaths 
оп Saturday triggered new international 
calls to close the detention camp. 


where Bush wants his national security 
team to meet away from their normal 
daily distractions. 

His administration is eager to capital- 
ize on the killing of Zarqawi, leader of al- 
Qaida in Iraq and mastermind of some of 
the bloodiest bombings since a 2003 US- 
led invasion, as well as the long-awaited 
creation of an Iraqi unity government. 

Tn a videoconference on Tuesday, Bush 
and his chief aides, including Vice President 
Dick Cheney, Secretary of State Condoleez- 
za Rice and Defense Secretary Donald 
Rumsfeld, are expected to press Iraqi leaders 
not to squander the chance to assert their 
authority and win the confidence of Iraqis. 

“There's a window here in which its 
important for them to show success, and 
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Bush, aides in post-Zarqawi session 


erything we can to ensure the success,” 
White House counselor Dan Bartlett said. 

Although Bush has tempered expec- 
tations that Camp David will yield a de- 
cision on troop reductions, no one is 
ruling out the possibility that future 
troop levels will be discussed, even as 
insurgent attacks persist in Iraq. 

Gen. George Casey, the top US com- 
mander in Iraq, predicted on Sunday that 
American forces would scale back gradu- 
ally in coming months if the new govem- 
ment holds together and the Iraqi army 
makes progress. He and other senior of 
cers will join the Camp David conference 
by video link on Monday. 

Despite pressure from Democrats for a 
plan to bring troops home soon, Bush has 
offered no timetable for a withdrawal of 


US forces cannot leave until the Iraqis can 
secure their own country. 

Military commanders had hoped to. 
reduce the US presence to 100,000 
troops by the end of the year, but an un- 
relenting insurgency and sectarian vio- 
Тепсе have cast doubt on that. 

Zarqawi's killing in a US air strike on 
Wednesday was a desperately needed 
military success for Bush, who has seen 
public disenchantment with the war in- 
crease as American casualties—now 
topping 2,400—have mounted. 

But he has warned the death of one 
enemy will not end the war. Al-Qaida in 
Iraq on Sunday vowed to carry out at- 
tacks to “shake the enemy and rob them 
of sleep,” and a car bomb killed six peo- 


Iraq, however, will dominate the 
agenda at the presidential retreat, 


Saudi: Asia not 
to blame for 
high oil prices 


KUALA LUMPUR—ASIA IS LEADING OIL DE- 
mand growth but its effect on pushing up oil 
prices has been exaggerated, while specula- 
tive trading is distorting supply security, the 
head of Saudi Aramco said on Monday. 

“Without a doubt developments in Asia 
have changed the dynamics of oil—forever,” 
said Abdallah Jum'ah, CEO of the world's 
largest producer of crude ой. 

“The center of gravity for energy demand 
growth is moving eastward,” he told the Asia Oil 
and Gas conference by video, but added that OECD 
countries still accounted for the majority of de- 
‘mand and the United States a quarter ofthe total. 

“We're wimessing a fair degree of scaremonger- 
ing when it comes to the effect of Asian demand,” 
he said. “Its dearly unfair to land the blame for 
high oil prices on Asian consumer countries.” 

Ой markets were rattled by record 15 per- 
cent demand growth in China in 2004, 
though this has slowed and is forecast to be 
around 6 percent this year for the world’s sec- 
ond-biggest oil consumer. 

Demand from the world’s third-largest con- 
sumer Japan is not showing much growth, 
while demand in countries such as Thailand 
and Indonesia has been dampened in the past 
year by reduced government fuel subsidies 
that helped spur oil imports. 

Jum'ah said cooperation between con- 
sumers and producers was needed for a se- 
cure energy future and a new breed of Asian 
oil firms, such as Malaysia's Petronas, were 
becoming more active in pursuing supplies. 

But he said that energy security worries 
were casting a long shadow over efforts to 
balance oil markers. 

"We see a greater susceptibility to all 
threats," he said. 

"Increased futures trading is serving to amplify 
the effect—ies serving as an inflationary effect." 

US crude futures surged to а record of 
$75.35 on the New York Mercantile Exchange 
(Nymex) in April on fears that a dispute over 
Iran's nuclear program may affect Gulf flows, 
but prices have slipped back on concern over 
inflation hurting demand. Reuters 


came 


that is exactly why the meeting is taking 
place now, to make sure we are doing ev- 


the 131,000 US troops in Iraq. He insists 


ple in Baghdad soon after the threat 
was made. Reuters 


[ 


PIRATE HUNTERS 


Bath Iron Works shipyard in Maine on а frigid morning. Anew breed of Navy ship, faster 
and easier to maneuver, is to be launched later this year to meet threats from 
modern-day pirates and terrorists who turn speedboats into suicide weapons. 


carnage. 


statement said. 
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2 grannies charged with fraud 


LOS ANGELES—DWIGHT EMILE SAYS HIS 
neighbor Olga Rutterschmidt always had a 
thing for get-rich-quick schemes. 

"Shed say, ‘Dwight, do you want to make 
some extra money?” said Emile, a music pro- 
ducer and songwriter who lives in Holly- 
wood. “Td say, ‘No, if its not legal" 

“Т always used to say to her that one дауга 
see her on the 11 o'clock news,” Emile said. 

Now he has. 

Rutterschmidt, 73, and another woman, 
Helen боду, 75, pleaded not guilty June 5 to 
federal charges of mail fraud and submitting 
false insurance applications. According to the 
authorities, the two women extended helping 
hands to two homeless men, getting them off 
the streets and putting them up in apart- 
ments, while at the same time plotting their 
deaths. 

Posing as aunts, fiancees or cousins, they 
took out numerous life insurance policies on 
the men, Paul Vados and Kenneth McDavid, 
with themselves as the beneficiaries, collect- 


ing over $2.2 million after the men died in 
separate hit-and-run traffic cases, the author- 
ities said. 

The women have not been charged in the 
deaths, but the police said they were the main 
suspects. Rutterschmidt, who is from Hun- 
gary, met Vados, also born in Hungary, at a lo- 
cal Hungarian church, the authorities said. 

“Ics one of the most sinister, evil types of 
schemes I've ever seen, if it does turn out to be 
the case,” said Lt. Paul Vernon, а spokesper- 
son for the Los Angeles Police Department. 
“They had to form a relationship with these 
men, get to know them, show that they cared, 
then turn around and kill them.” NYT 


The group said in an Internet 
statement its leading body met af- 
ter Zarqawi's death to discuss 
strategy and renew a pledge to al- 
Qaida leader Osama bin Laden. 
“We plan large-scaled opera- 
tions that will shake the enemy 
and rob them of sleep, in coordi- 
nation with the other factions of 
the Mujahideen Council,” the 


Iraqi leaders and their closest ally 
US President George W. Bush hailed 
Zarqawi's death in a US air strike on 
Wednesday as a major victory in the 
battle against "terrorism." 

But no one expects 
ease dramatically: A car bomb killed 
six people and wounded 42 in 
Baghdad just hours after the state- 
ment was published, police said 

Sunni Arab insurgents and al- 
Qaida militants are waging a cam: 
paign of bombings and shootings 
to topple the Shiite-led govern- 
ment backed by Washington. 

The commander of US troops 
in Iraq predicted in an interview 
with CBS television on Sunday а 
gradual reduction of the 131,000 
Us forces there if the new Iraqi 
unity government held together 
and the Iraqi army improved. 

Army Gen. George Casey said a leased last week. 


i as 
AL-ZARQAWI on the cover of the June 19 
issue of Time magazine. мт 


Al-Qaida іп Iraq vows 
to ‘shake the enemy’ 


BAGHDAD—AL-QAIDA IN IRAQ 
vowed on Sunday to carry out at- 
tacks to “shake the enemy” after 
the killing of its leader Abu Musab 
al-Zarqawi, heightening fears his 
death will bring no respite from 


growing number of Iraqi army 
units were capable of leading the 
battle against the insurgency with 
US logistical support and he ex- 
pected almost all of them to de- 
velop the capability by the end of 
this year. 

"As long as the Iraqi security 
forces continue to progress and as 
long as this national unity govem- 
ment continues to operate that way 
and move the county forward, I 
think we're to be able to see contin- 
чей gradual reduction of coalition 
forces over the coming months and 
into next year,” Casey said. 

Insurgents killed four Iraqi sol- 
diers during an attack on a desert 
Iraqi army base in rebellious Anbar 
province on Sunday and police 
found the beheaded body of an 
Iraqi soldier in a river near Tikrit. 

А roadside bomb in northern 
Baghdad also seriously wounded 
а senior police officer. A police- 
man driving the car was killed 
and another was wounded. 

New Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki 
hopes his national unity government 
of Shiites, Kurds and Arab Sunnis 
will end the attacks and tackle the 
sectarian violence that has pushed 
the country close to civi war. 

He said last week that more 
than 2,000 detainees would be re- 
leased from US military and Iraqi 
prisons to try to help promote na- 
Чопа! reconciliation. A second 
group of prisoners was freed on 
Sunday after nearly 600 were fe- 

Reuters. 
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Tax on tex 
messages? 
No, EU howls 


PARIS—A FRENCH MEMBER OF THE EURO- 
pean Parliament, Alain Lamassoure, recently 
uttered the dreaded Tword—taxes—in con- 
nection with e-mail and mobile phone text 
messages, and in so doing earned the wrath of 
the Internet generation. 

No matter how remote the possibility may 
be—or how useful such taxes might be in financ- 
ing the European Union budget—the mere men- 
tion of taxing messages was enough to ignite the 
blogosphere and industry lobbying groups. 

Lamassoure raised the option of a Europewide 
tax on e-mail and text messages last month in a 
meeting on ways to finance the European 
Union's rising costs. As indignant missives filled 
the message board on Lamassoure's website, he 
distanced himself from the proposal, saying he 
had mentioned the idea only as a topic for dis- 
cussion, notas something he supported. 

‘Any new tax could not move ahead without. 
approval from all of the European Union's 25 na- 
tional legislatures, and a message tax in particu- 
lar is not even at ће stage of a formal proposal. 
Still, some politicians and technology experts say 
the debate could serve to highlight imbalances 
between casual users and Internet hogs. 

West Europeans spent a total of about 15 bil- 
lion euros, or $19 billion, sending 157 billion 
phone text messages in 2005, according to 
‘Thomas Husson, a Paris-based mobile phone 
analyst at Jupiter Research. International Data 
Corp. has estimated that the number of daily e- 
mails sent in 2006—including the 40 percent 
that are spam—will exceed 60 billion a day 
‘worldwide, up from 31 billion in 2002. 

Phone companies and Internet service 
providers, the companies that would be most 
affected by a message tax, have reacted 
harshly as well. 

Yet some in the technology industry say In- 
ternet costs are no longer divided equitably 
among users. Heavy users typically pay the 
same monthly price as light ones. NYT 


Nepal king stripped of rig 


KATMANDU-—NEPAIS PARLIAMENT IN А 
unanimous vote has stripped King Gyanendra 
of his right to veto laws in a move that formal- 
ly makes him a ceremonial monarch, an offi- 
cial notice said Sunday. 

‘The law, passed by an interim government 
that came to power in April when King Gya- 
nendra bowed to popular protests and ceded 
absolute power, was passed late Saturday, ac- 
cording to a parliament notice published Sun- 
day. 

"Now the king' role is totally ceremonial," 
Raghuji Panta, a member of parliament from 
Nepal's second largest party, the Communist 
Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist) told 
AFP 


Parliament made a proclamation in May that. 
drastically clipped the kings authority and Sat- 
urday's regulation formally scrapped his right to 
reject bills and laws passed by parliament, ac- 


raises 


One of the prisoners hanged him- 
self behind laundry drying from the 
ceiling of the cell, and had arranged 
his bed to make it look as if he was still 
sleeping, according to the official, Lt. 
Cmdr. Robert T. Durand of the Navy. 
‘The other two detainees who commit- 
ted suicide also took steps to prevent 
guards from seeing that they had put 
nooses around their necks, he added, 

The deception by the prisoners 
iestions about how long it 
took military guards to discover the 
bodies. Regulations at Guantanamo 


call for guards to check on each in- 
mate every two minutes. 


an investigation into the suicides 
would be the need for procedural 
changes, such as barring prisoners 
from doing laundry in their cells. 

The Pentagon identified the three 
detainees as two Saudis, Mani bin 
Shaman bin Turki al-Habardi, 30, 
and Yasser Talal Abdulah Yahya al- 
Zahrani, 22, and a Yemeni, Ali Ab- 
dullah Ahmed, 33. 

White House officials on Sunday 


SOLDFORSI 

‘The abandoned St. Joseph's 
Catholic Church which was 
built 150 years ago by Irish 
immigrants and recently sold 
for $1, stands in downtown 
Albany, N.Ya April Il. — je 


cording to a senior legislative member. 

“With the approval of the regulation, a new 
rule has been made that full executive power 
of the state is centered on the council of min- 
isters and the house holds legislative power,” 
Subash Nemwang, the speaker in the lower 
house of representatives, told АЕР 

In addition to losing legislative veto power, 
the king no longer has control of the 90,000- 
strong Nepal Army nor can he choose an heir 
tothe throne. 

The king was forced from power after 
protests organized by political parties in con- 
cert with Maoist rebels who opposed his 
seizure of power on Feb. 1, 2005. 

The parties and rebels have since observed 
a ceasefire and the government has met a key 
rebel demand, for elections to an assembly 
that will redraft Nepal's constitution. 

But the rebels want the government to 


ht to veto laws 


move faster, including dissolving parliament 
and forming a new interim government that 
includes them. 

“Ata time when we have been stressing the 
dissolution of the present house, all its regula- 
tions and announcements are meaningless,” 
Maoist spokesperson Krishna Bahadur Ma- 
hara told AFP 

"Though some of the points of the regula- 
tion are positive, it shows that the parties 
through their hasty decisions are running 
away from the major agenda of establishing 
peace in the country" 

А political analyst said the regulation now 
needed to be followed in a new constitution. 

‘The 1990 constitution ended the absolute 
monarchy and ushered in parliamentary 
democracy but gave the king the power to ve- 
to laws. The monarch had also retained 
supreme command of the army. AFP 


Boys, 10 and 6, drive to grandma's 


=== 


= EUN 


SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA—A 10-YEAR-OLD BOY 
who was picked up by police as he drove his 
younger brother along a busy Australian high- 
way to visit their grandmother has escaped 
with a warning. 

Shocked motorists reported seeing the boy 
at the wheel of a station wagon as it traveled 
at speeds of up to 90 kph on one of the main 
roads between New South Wales and Queens- 
land states on Saturday, police said, 

Police said the boys had decided to drive the 
roughly 120 kilometers (75 miles) from the 
house where their grandmother was staying in 
the town of Moree to their grandfather's place 


in Boggabilla in northern New South Wales, 

They had traveled about 80 kilometers (50 
miles) before police caught up with them and. 
signaled for them to pull over, at which point 
the boy calmly brought the car to a stop at the 
side of the road, the Sydney Morning Herald 
reported on its website. 

"The boys were taken to a nearby police station 
and their grandfather was called to pick them up, 
Moree Sgt. Matt Clifford told the paper. 

Clifford said the children showed no sign they 
had done anything wrong. The 10-year-old was 
given a warning from police, but further punish- 
ment would be left to the family, he said, АР 


the WORLD 
Inmates concealed suicide bid 


US begins inquiry into suicide of 3 Guantanamo detainees 


WASHINGTON—THREE DETAINEES AT THE US 
military prison at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, tried to 
conceal themselves in their cells—behind laundry and 
through other means—to prevent guards from seeing 
them commit suicide, an official said Sunday. 


described the men as committed ter- 
rorists, and military officials said 
that none of them had been among 
the handful of prisoners whose cases 
have been brought before military 
commissions for prosecution. 

The Pentagon released a statement. 
describing Ali Abdullah Ahmed, the 
Yemeni, as а "mid to high-level al-Qai- 
da operative" who was close to Abu al- 
Military officials said one focus of Zubaydah, a senior figure for al-Qaida 

who has since been captured. The 
statement also said that Mani al 
Habardi was a member of a terrorist 
group that recruits for al-Qaida, and 
had been recommended for transfer 
to another country; presumably that 
would be Saudi Arabia, The Pentagon 
said that Yasser al-Zahrani was “a 
frontline fighter for the Taliban” who 
participated in the prison uprising at 
Mazar-e-Sharif in Afghanistan that re- 
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sulted in the death of Johnny Micheal 
Spann, a CIA operative, 

Military officials said they had 
translated notes left by the prison- 
ers, but the officials refused to de- 
scribe the contents of the messages. 

The investigation into how the 
three prisoners were able to hang 
themselves and whether changes in 
procedures are necessary will be 
conducted by the commander of the 
prison, Rear Adm. Harry B. Harris 

The inquiry will probably look at 
whether procedures requiring guards 
to observe prisoners atleast every two. 
minutes were followed the night of 
the suicides. Until now, prison officials 
have voiced confidence that the safe- 
guards were adequate, pointing to the 
fact that despite dozens of attempted 
suicides in the last four years, none 
had been successful. 


~” Court to decide if US 


eavesdropping legal 


NEW YORK—THE NATIONAL 
Security Agency's domestic spy- 
ing program faces its first legal 
challenge in a case that could de- 
cide if the White House can order 
eavesdropping without a court 


order. 


Oral arguments are set for 
Monday at US District Court in 
Detroit at which the American 
Civil Liberties Union will ask 
Judge Anna Diggs Taylor to de- 
clare the spying unconstitutional 
and order it halted, 

The case goes to the heart of the 
larger national 
whether US President George W. 
Bush has assumed too much power, 
in his declared war on terrorism. 

Bush said he authorized NSA 
intercepts soon after the Sept. 11 
attacks, allowing the NSA to 
monitor the international phone 
calls and e-mails of US citizens 
without first obtaining warrants 
if in pursuit of al-Qaida suspects. 

‘The ACLU sued the NSA on be- 
half of scholars, journalists and at- 
torneys, claiming that warrantless 
wiretaps violate the US Constitu- 
tion and the Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Act of 1978, or FISA. 


debate 


al-Qaida following the Sept, 11 at- 
tacks, and that he has the inherent 
right to order the wiretaps under 
presidential war powers. 

“That is a total misunderstand- 
ing of the way the separation of 
powers are supposed to work in 
ош democracy" said Ann Beeson, 
the lead ACLU lawyer in the case. 

"It is very clear that when the 
framers (of the Constitution) set 
up the three branches of govern- 
ment they gave Congress the 
power to regulate what the presi- 
dent can do even during wartime 
and emergencies. If they hadn't 
done that we'd be back to the 
days of King George Ш," she said. 

Some Republicans, including 
Senate Judiciary Committee Chair- 
man Адеп Specterm differ with 
the White House and maintain the 
post-Sept. 11 authorization of the 
use of force did not alter FISA. 

The committee is considering 
several bills that would either 
tighten or loosen congressional 
oversight of the NSA. 

Specter said on Sunday that if 
talks with the White House on 
surveillance legislation did not 
resolve his concerns, he would 


about 


"The NSA has the capability of again seek to subpoena execu- 


eavesdropping on anyone, any- 
where, anytime," said James Bam- 
ford, an NSA expert and author 
who is supporting the ACLU suit, 

Justice department lawyers 
have asked the judge to dismiss 
the suit because it would reveal 
state secrets. 

Regardless of how the judge 
rules on state secrets, the govem- 
ment lawyers say Congress grant- 
ей Bush surveillance privileges by 
authorizing the use of force against 


tives from telecommunications 
companies to testify about their 
possible involvement. 

“If the talks aren't productive, 
Tm prepared to go back to the 
hearings and I'm prepared to go 
back to the subpoenas if neces- 
sary,” he said on CNN's “Late Edi- 
tion.” Last week, Specter backed 
off trying to issue subpoenas 
when Vice President Dick Cheney 
lobbied Republicans to oppose 
that effort. Reuters 


REAL RUNNING DOG 
А greyhound competes during the Greyhound World 
Championship in Rabapatona, 140 km west of Budapest, 
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BOYET Bautista of Toyota Otis slips past Rob Reyes and Gec Chia of 
Harbour Centre in Game 2 of the PBL championships at the Olivarez 


Sports Center. 
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; Harbour Centre slight 
pick in Game 3 today 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


WHEN HARBOUR CENTRES TOP GUNS FINALLY GOT GOING, 
coach Louie Alas knew his Toyota Otis had a problem. 


Thus, stopping Joseph Yeo, LA 
‘Tenorio and Chico Lanete will be the 
prime concem of the Toyota Sparks 
today when they clash against the 
Portmasters in Game 3 of the PBL 
Unity Cup Finals at the Olivarez 
‘Sports Center in Parafiaque. 

“Its okay even if their other 
players deliver, so long as it's not 
those three players,” said Alas. 
"We have to contain them. We'll 
be having a hard time if they al- 


ways finish in double figures.” 

Yeo unloaded 25 points, Tenorio 
added 16 and Lanete had 14 as the 
Portmasters tied the best-of five ti- 
Че series with a 78-63 victory. 

“I told (Yeo and Tenorio) that 
this is the last time I'm going to 
coach them since they're going to 
the pros already, so they have to 
step it up,” said Harbour Centre 
coach Jorge Gallent. 

Although the backcourt trio 


Tee, Lao capture Youth Masters 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


THE PHILIPPINES’ MARKWIN 
Tee recovered from a shaky start 
to trounce Korean challenger 
Wong Jong Yoon even as Angeli 
Lao lorded it over the mostly lo- 
cal field yesterday to capture the 
men’s and ladies’ Youth Masters 
titles of the 35th PBC-Boysen In- 
ternational Open Tenpin Bowl- 
ing Championships at the Green 
Valley. 

‘The 22-year-old Southeast Asian 
Games Masters champion Tee re- 
gained his bearings after a 170 in 
the second game, pulling off the 
win by rolling with enough consis- 
tency to finish with a 2345 total and 
а235 pinfall average. 


He edged Won, who had a 
2294 aggregate for а 229 aver- 
age. 

“I didn’t have a nice feel of the 
lanes in the early games and I 
needed to warm up first,” said 
Тее, who also avenged his first- 
round loss to Won during last 
month's АВР Tour Thailand 
championships. 

Tee's remarkable performance 
was highlighted by 11 strikes in 
the 9th game where he padded 
his lead after posting a 279, while 
the Korean scored 248. 

‘The Ateneo graduate, who last 
October topped the 8th PBAP Be- 
vida-Storm international classic, 
had a five-bagger, a spare and an- 
other six-pack in the ninth game 


before finishing off his foe with a 
231 as Won finished with a 202 to 
end up 51 pins behind. 

Showing the spunk that en- 
abled him to upset ‘Singaporean 
Remy Ong during the 2005 
SEAG, Tee rolled lines of 234- 
170-268-225-213-268-233-224- 
279-231 to clinch the title over 
the Korean, who had a series of 
227-218-256-243-229-22-231- 
228-248-202 

lan Dychangco bagged third 
place with a 2222 total for a 222 
average, while JC Tupaz (2188) 
and J. Em Ang (2101) clinched 
fourth and fifth place, respec- 
tively. 

Lao averaged 214 on a 2136 
total to beat Marjo Reyes in the 


ladies’ side. Reyes had 2087 
(209), while Holly Josef dished 
out 1949 (195) to finish second 
and third, respectively, in the di- 
vision that featured the country’s 
most promising female bowlers. 

The Thais started to make 
their presence felt as Thai Open 
runner-up Surasak Manuwong 
barged into the foreign field of 
the men’s Class 0 Masters quali- 
fying with a four-game total of 
992 pinfalls that bettered top 
local qualifier Tyrone Ongpau- 
co's 986. 

His countryman, 23-year-old 
Yannaphon Larpapharat, tallied 
991 and stayed in second place of 
the overseas pool, pacing another 
Thai Sithiphol Kunaksorn (938). 


GAME TODAY (Olivarez Sports Center) 
3 p.m—Toyota Otis vs Harbour Centre 


carried most of the scoring 
load, Gallent said the rebound- 
ing and defensive contributions 
of big men Rob Reyes, Rico 
Maierhoffer and Chad Alonzo 
also keyed the win. 

“If we don't play as a team 
against Toyota, we won't be 
able to beat them,” noted Gal- 
lent. “I think we've been shar- 
ing the ball wel 

For Alas, the Sparks also have 


to step it up at the defensive end 
as in their 68-51 Game 1 triumph 
last Thursday. 

"We gave up 70-plus points, 
that's too much," he said. "It was 
the first time in five games. We al- 
ways try to limit our opponents 
below 60 points.” 

And unlike the Sparks’ bal- 
anced charge in the series opener, 
only Aaron Aban and Boyet, 
Bautista hit the mark in Game 2. 

Joe Devance, just minutes after 
bagging the Most Valuable Player 
plum, shot only six points in a`: 
woeful 2-of-16 shooting. 
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Orcollo pockets Reno title 


Ends up P6 million richer 


DON'T MISS THE BIGGEST 
COCKFIGHTING EVENT IN THE WORLD! 


FILIPINO DENNIS ORCOLLO 
held off the United States’ Kim 
Davenport, 9-8, to rule the presti- 
gious 2006 Reno Open at the 
Sands Regency Hotel in Reno, 
Nevada, over the weekend. 

Dubbed as “АР money-game 
King.” Orcollo eared a hefty 
$12,500 (about P640,000) for 
mastering the Oklahoman for the 
second straight time. Davenport, 
imeanwhile, settled for the run- 
ner-up prize of $7,500. 

After getting a bye in the first 
round, Orcollo defeated Todd 
Chapman (9-3), Corey Deuel (9- 
5), Tom Seymour (9-1), Tim Hall 
(9-5), Riche Geiler (9-3), Bill 
Ganne (9-8) and Davenport (9- 
1), to earn a place in the hot-seat 
match. 

The 50-year-old Davenport, 
the 1990 and 1997 winner here, 
dropped to the loser's bracket af- 
ter the first loss to Orcollo, nead- 
ing to pound out a gut-wrenching 
9-7 win over Jui Lung Chen to 
earn second crack at Orcollo. 

Davenport, the 1990 Player of 
the Year, actually scored a come- 
from-behind 9-7 victory over Or- 
collo to forge the rubber match. 

The Filipino, being groomed to 
be next world champion, had an 
8-7 lead but scratched’ on the 
break. Davenport then won the 
next two racks with before having 
no shot at the one-ball on his 
break on the 17th and final rack. 

Davenport pushed out to a 
long straight shot on the one and 
Orcollo took advantage with a 
slow rolling shot followed by а 
dicey table run to earn the 9-8 
victory. 


ORCOLLO: 


“I feel so blessed and thankful 
to God for winning this very pres- 
tigious tournament,” Orcollo, 
who also thanked benefactor Per- 
ту Mariano, said in Filipino. 

Orcollo won three major titles 
in ina four-week span making up 
his US debut earlier in the year, 
including the tough International 
Pool Tour (IPT) Qualification 
"Tournament. 

He also beat Canada-based 
Pinoy Edwin Montal, 5-1, in the 
2006 US Bar Box 8-Ball Champi- 
onship last March also held here. 

Aside from Orcollo, Montal, 
Valle and Kiamco, other Filipino 
cue masters who saw action in 
this annual event where Jose 
“Amang” Parica and Deomark Al- 
pajora, now both residing in Cali 
fornia. Marlon Bernardino, con- 
tributor 


Escaner stops Japanese 


PHILIPPINE SUPER BANIAM- 
weight champion Alex Escaner 
displayed his power with a devas- 
tating fourth-round stoppage of 
Japanese Kenji Yoshimura Sunday 
at the IMP Hall in Osaka, Japan. 
Escaner, a native of Libac, Sul- 
tan Kudarat, finished off 
Yoshimura with bone-crushing 


blows, stopping the latter at the 
1:48 mark of the fourth frame. 

‘The Filipino, according to | 
Japan's boxing guru Joe Koizu- 
mi, was trailing on points in the 
first three rounds, but suddenly 
exploded with combinations to 
drop his foe twice in the fatal 
round. Salven L. Lagumbay 
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THE BEST HAIR TRANSPLANTS 
GO UNNOTICED! 


BEVERLY HILLS, 

TRAINED HAIR TRANSPLANT 
SURGEON, DR. ANDREW G. PINEDA 
HAS: 

> 16 years experience in hair transplants 
> has done over 4,000 patients 

> best results 

> affordable prices 

? hair transplants can be done on 


eyebrows, eyelashes, sideburns, scars 
and mustache 


> Dr. Pineda's results are artistically 
oriented to fit your image 


> open door policy, see and talk to 
patients 


> airfare reimbursement (call for details) 


A LIFETIME DECISIONI 
GO PINEDAHAIR CLINICS! 


2-COCK QUALIFYING 
ROUND STARTS TODAY! 


DULY LICENSED AND ENDORSED BY: 


wwwicketnet.com.ph 


CO-SPONSORED BY: 
П. С) 


‘TORRE: Fighting finish 


ASIAS FIRST GRANDMASTER Eu- 
gene Torre booked a top 10 finish 
and three other Filipinos gained In- 
temational Master results Sunday 
in the 148-man second San Marino 
International Chess Open at the 
Kursaal Congress Center in Repub- 
lic of San Marino. 

The 26th-seeded Torre drew 
his ninth and final round match 
against top seeded GM Sergei 
Tiviakov of the Netherlands using 
the black pieces after 47 moves of 
an Owens Defense to score 6.5 
points and finish їп a tie for 


La Salle keeps 
clean V-League 
semis record 


GAMES TOMMOROW (Blue Eagle бут) 
12n.n—Adamson vs Lyceum 
2pm—FEU vs La Salle 

By Marc Anthony Reyes 


LASALLE NEEDED ABIGFIRSFSET 
jolt to get back to its senses and put 
‘Adamson where it rightfully belongs 
even as San Sebastian walloped Far 
Eastern to snatch second place yes- 
terday in the Shakeys V-League 
semifinals at the Blue Eagle Gym. 

‘The Lady Archers, who started 
out sluggishly, rallied for a 23-25, 
25-16, 25-11, 25-22 victory over 
the Lady Falcons, who was ban- 
nered by power-smashing Cherry 
Rose Macatangay. 

Та Salle banked on the steady 
hands of Thai Jindarat Kanchana, 
Michelle Datuin and Desiree Her- 
nandez to get back at Adamson 
with a vengeance and improve to 
10.0 that practically assured the 
streaking Lady Archers of another 
finals appearance. 

Macatangay had 27 points, 25 
оп kils, but they weren't enough to 
save the Lady Falcons from sinking 


to third place with a 6-4 record. 

Meanwhile, Thai guest player 
Jaroensti Bualee imposed her might 
even as San Sebastian tripped Far 
Easter, 25-23, 17-25, 25-20, 25-21, 
tostorm to second place. 

The tall and muscular Bualee 
connected from all angles to finish 
with 28 points as the Lady Stags 
posted their third straight win for a 
7-4 slate. Bualee’s output was the 
biggest by anyone this conference 
as she exploited the masterful set- 
ups of Ma. Therese Iratay, who had 
А1 excellent sets in 107 attempts. 

More importantly, the 5-foot-9 
Bualee has kept San Sebastian 
firmly in contention after the La- 
dy Stags dropped their first three 
games in the eliminations. 

The Lady Stags also got ample 
support from Rysabelle Devanadera 
and Laurence Ann Latigay, who 
chalked up 11 points each. Latigay 
also had 10 attack points as a perfect 
decoy for the Thai main gunner. 

The Lady Tams stumbled to 
their second straight defeat for a 
5-5 record. 
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Torre 7th; So, Laylo get IM results 


fourth to 11th places along with 
Tiviakov, GM Jaan Ehlvest of Es- 
tonia, GM Levan Pantsulaia of 
Georgia, GM Nenad Sulava of 
Croatia, GM Vladimir Epishin of 
Russia, GM Yuriy Kuzubov of 
Ukraine and GM Ivan Ivanisevic 
of Serbia and Montenegro. 

After the Bucholz tiebreak was 
applied, the long-time Philippine 
team vanguard Torre, who 
notched a tournament perfor- 
mance rating of 2612, was 
ranked seventh. 

Earning IM results were Wes- 


ley So, 12, of Bacoor, Cavite and 
two-time national champion Dar- 
win Laylo, 26, of Lipa City, Batan- 
gas. So finished with 5.5 points 
While Laylo wound up with 4.5, 
according to RP Turin Olympiad 
men's head coach Samuel "Sam- 
my" Estimo, incoming executive 
director of the National Chess 
Federation of the Philippines. 
“All our players made a mark in 
San Mariano,” Estimo said. "This 
shows that given a chance to play 
in strong international tourna- 
ments, Filipinos can excel and 


Brazil won the final match. 


Brazilian Sheilla Castro fails to block Chinese Hao Yang in their 
final game at the Montreux Volley Masters tournament Sunday. 


Mendoza upsets Olivarez in Copa tennis 


UNRANKED JURENCE MENDOZA 
ousted second seed Eric Olivarez 
Jt, 6-1, 6-1, yesterday to reach the 
unisex 10-under quarterfinals of 
the 7th Copa de Manila Age-Group 
‘Tennis Championships at the Rizal 
Memorial Tennis Center 
Mendoza, eyeing his third 
straight title after the Olivarez 
Cup and Head Penn-Manila, will 
next face seventh seed Martin 
Rafael Opulencia, who scored a 
6-1, 61 victory over Joel Atienza, 


In other matches, top seed Mark 
Escares rallied past Isabel Orteza, 
6.0, 4-6, (10-6), toadvance against 
No. 8 Brys! Libao, a 6-2, 6-0 winner 
over Jacob Echague, while fourth 
seed Joachim Samson defeated Pa- 
tricia Nicole Paez, 6-2, 6-0, to ad- 
vance against fifth seed Bruce Ivan 
Valenzuela, who beat Zainul Bura- 
han, 6-1, 6-1. 

Unseeded Jeremiah Latorre 
survived Katrina Orteza, 7-5, 7-6 
(4), to advance against No. 6 Juan 


Rodrigo, who got a free ride to the 
quarterfinals with the no-show of 
‘Sean Hernandez an CJ Angeles. 

In the girls’ 18-under division, 
Angelica Macatangay struggled 
past Danielle Hallare, 63, 3-6, 
(10-7), Gelene Dimaculangan 
outlasted Claudine Cruz, 6-2, 2-6, 
(10-7), and Roxanne Bautista beat 
Ma. Nica Sasil, 6-1, 6-2, to join top 
seeds Bien Zoleta, Trudy Gine 
Amoranto, Ivy de Castro and Mar- 
tina Rivero in the next round. 


Hop in for a Hopkins lesson 


1 PICKED A D-D CONFRONTATION: 
Dallas-Detroit. 

I came out right with Dallas, the 
Mavericks defeating the 2005 cham- 
pions San Antonio Spurs for the West- 
егп Conference championship. 

Loren Manguiat of Star Sports had 
dreaded that to happen, the way Сі 
derella cursed the onset of mi 
night—the reason being that Loren is 
a Steve Nash fan. 

Detroit lost to Miami in the Eastern 
Conference Finals. And Loren liked 
that very much, the reason being that 
he adored Dwyane Wade. 

The slug-it-out Pistons got clob- 
bered by the colossal Shaquille 
O'Neal, who got tremendous help 
from the wonder-fluids-powered, de- 
hydration-defying Dwyane Wade in 
pushing the Miami franchise toa first 
ever NBA Final in 18 years. 

Tm sure Loren is cringing right 
now as Miami trails Dallas 0-2 in the 
NBA Finals following the Mavs’ 99-85 
victory yesterday in Dallas. If he is, 1 
can’t blame him, 

The colossus was a collapse, total- 
уу, in Game 1, when O'Neal collared 
himself to oblivion—even missing 8 
of 9 free throws. An 8th-grader would 
have done better from the 

In Game 2, O'Neal oh so sewed 
himself up again for a no-show. 

You don't have the hustle and bus- 
tle of a 300-pound wrecking crew, 
you are doomed. Wrecked. Beat. 
Dead. 

Tm not sure now if Loren picked 
Orlando's Antonio Tarver over Penn- 
sylvania's Bernard Hopkins on Sun- 
day. 

Twent to Hopkins, the reason being 
that ever since Hopkins knocked out 
Felix Trinidad, I seemed to have been 
hooked on him for lie. 

1 had predicted Hopkins to defeat 
‘Trinidad and nobody believed me. 


Second-round winmers in the 
giris 14-under were Liz Magaway 
over Samantha Coyiuto, 7-6 (4), 6- 
0, Jasmine Tan Ho over Enah Baba, 
61, 64, Shannin Mae Olivarez 
over Ma. Aura Opulencia, 6-0, 6-1, 
and Rachel Lucero over Ma. Eliza- 
beth Flores, 6-0, 6-0 while booking 
third-round berths in the boys 12- 
under were Brys! Libao, Bruce Ivan 
Valenzuela, Jorel Vincent Bue- 
mafor, Zainul Burahan, Miggy 
Mangabat and Rafael Squillantini 


easily earn IM or GM norms and 
ELO rating points." 

The country's top ranked play- 
er GM Mark Paragua halved the 
point with IM Bartlomiej Heberla 
of Poland using the black pieces 
to score 6 points, good for a tie for 
12th to 27th place. 

In other final results, So split 
the point with Italian top player 
GM Michele Godena while Di- 
makiling agreed to a friendly 
draw with compatriot NM Rolan- 
do Nolte. Laylo bowed to Roma- 
nian GM Mircea Parligras. 


Jewelers 
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Adjudged category winners 
were So (5.5 points) for the top: 
U-16 player; Nolte (5 points) for, 
the top master class and Laylo 
(4.5) for the second master class. 

‘Meanwhile, GM Vadim Milov of 
Switzerland finished with a better 
quotient of 43 points against the 
41 of GM Varuzhan Akobian of the 
US to clinch the title. 

Both finished with 7.5 points, 
half a point ahead of GM Merab 
Gagunashvili of Georgia who set- 
бей for third. NM Marlon. 
Bernardino 


capture 


MVBA crown via 
sweep of GenSan 


GENERAL SANTOS CITY—THE M. 
Lhuillier Kwarta Padala-Cebu Jewel- 
ers displayed awesome form to put 
away PacMan-GenSan, 93-80, on 
Sunday and become the very first 
champions of the ML Kwarta Padala 
Mindanao Visayas Basketball Associ- 
ation (MVBA) at the packed and 
noisy General Santos City Gym. 

A 20-4 run midway in the final 
quarter turned a 65-68 deficit in- 
to an 85-72 lead and the Jewelers. 
never looked back after that for a 
3-0 sweep of PacMan-GenSan. 

The guard tandem of Mike 
Manigo and Finals Most Valuable 
Player Woodrow Enriquez presid- 
ed upon that run and eventually 
combined for 22 fourth quarter 
points. The Jewelers outscored 
PacMan, 31-17, in the final canto. 

Te was а sorry loss for PacMan 
of boxing idol Manny Pacquiao 
and Coach Ramon Pido, after 
they controlled the first half, 48- 
37, behind the exploits of Jaypee 
Locsin, Louie Medalla, Donald 
Tadena and Apol Coronado. 

The Jewelers made their move 
in the third period thanks toa 13- 
2 run sparked and capped by 
skipper Danny Aying triples that 
gave the Jewelers their first taste 
of the lead since 4-2. 

Enriquez, son of former PBA 
player and М. Lhuillier assistant 
coach Alfredo Enriquez, explod- 
ed for a series-high 28 points, in- 
cluding 15 in the fourth quarter. 


Manigo chipped in with 16 
while three other Jewelers 
knocked in twin figures with Ay- 
ing shooting 13 and Jayford Ro- 
driguez and Aldrin Ocanada fin- 
ishing with 11 each. 

Locsin, Coronado and Weng 
Farochillen paced PacMan with 15 
markers each. Tadena added 11. 

"^T want to thank our team own- 
ег Miche! Lhuillier for believing 
the concept of this league,” sai 
winning Coach Raul "Yayoy" Al- 
coseba, immediately after being 
given the traditional victory ride 
by his players. “I hope more local 
governments in partnership with 
the private sector will join the next 
MVBA conference in September.” 

M. Lhuillier simply overpow- 
ered their opponents, taking Game 
1 (101-91) and 2 (92-81) last week 
at the New Cebu City Coliseum. 
Overall the Jewelers lost only once 
in the four-month  touma- 
ment—an 83-89 decision in Game 
One of the best-of-three Visayas Di- 
vision Finals against Cebu Land- 
‘master-Toledo last May 31. 

The Stores: 

M. LHUILLIER-CEBU 83—Enriquez 28, 
Manigo 16, Aying 13, Rodriguez 11, 
Ocanata 11, Llanto 7, Ramirez 5, Plodo 2 
Tangarorang 0. Caputolan 0. 

PACMAN-GENSAN 80—Farochlen 15, 
Locsin 15, Coronado 15, Табела 11, 
Medalia 7, Dennison 5, Sandoval 4, abe: 
024, Cabanlt 2, Recustodio 2 

Quarters: 15:23, 37-48, 63-63, 99-80 


Youth active chess leg june 24-25 

THE SHELL National Youth Active Chess Championship gets underway June 
24-25 with the staging of the National Capitol Region (NCR) leg featuring a 
banner field vying tor top honors in the kiddies and juniors divisions at SM 
Сау Manis. Registration for the kick-off og of the eight-stage circuit spon- 
sored by Pilipinas Shell Petroleum Corporation is ongoing and will end June 
47. Entry tee is PSO with the field limited to the first 500 registrants. For de- , 
tais, contact chief coordinator Alex Dinoy (744-1664 or 0916-5146384) 


SPORTSWATCH 


SPECTATOR 


AlS. 
Mendoza 


The experts said Trinidad was at 
the peak of his career then and Hop- 
kins was old hat. 

After Trinidad got kayoed, th 
Puerto Rican retired. 

‘Again, I predicted Hopkins to de- 
feat Oscar de la Hoya and nobody be- 
lieved me. 

‘The experts said De La Hoya was 
simply too flashy and can't be hit by 
an old man. Yes, they said—again— 
that Hopkins was old hat. 

Hopkins knocked De La Hoya out 
with one body blow in the 8th. 

De La Hoya did not retire but ad- 
mitted Hopkins was the only fighter 
that “hit me that hard.” 

‘And Hopkins was already 38, 39, 
then? 

OK, l'm not perfect. But who is? 

Hopkins lost twice to Jermaine 
Taylor, my prediction for a Hopkins 
win in their second fight turning out 
tobea dud. 

But on Sunday, at 41, Hopkins be- 
came the new light ‘heavyweight 
champion of the world of the IBO, de- 
throning the totally outclassed Anto- 
nio Tarver by a unanimous decision. 

‘On Sunday, Hopkins didn't come to 
fight. He came to school. Not to learn 
but to teach. By the end of the class, 
Hopkins never appeared tired and he 
sure looked he could go 12 more 
rounds. 

He was light as a feather all 
throughout, nimble like a cat, and, as 
the last bell neared, he even did an Ali 
shuffle. 


Inthe Sth, Hopkins staggered Tarv- 
er with a straight right hand. Tarver's 
left glove touched the canvas and that 
was ruled a knockdown. 

Itwas а fitting, dramatic ending to 
a checkered, if not colorful, career for 
Hopkins, who said that with his 47th 
win in 52 fights, he was retiring after 
18 years of fighting—10 of those as 
the world middleweight champion 
with a stunning string of 20 title de- 
fenses. 

Before turning pro at 23, Hopkins 
served 4-1/2 years behind bars as a 
young man. lt was while in prison 
that he discovered boxing as his path 
тоа good, reformed life. 

Tt was in Atlantic City, the gambling 
capital of New York, where Hopkins 
had his first professional fight—los- 
ing a four-round majority decision to 
Clinton McNeil. 

Ironically, he fought then asa light- 
heavyweight. 

“Tm going right back to Atlantic 
City, where I started my career in 
1988 in light heavyweight,” said Hop- 
kins before Sunday's fight. “And now, 
Tm going right back to Atlantic City, 
where! started and where Iwill end it 
as a light heavyweight. It is profound 
how my lifehas been.” 

1 can't think of any boxer in the 
modem era so old and yet so good 
like Hopkins. 

“Т always had to always say to my- 
self, ‘If 1 survive, which I have, that 
the life lessons of being ignorant by 
my doing, life, boxing to me is some- 
thing that I can handie.” 

Give credit to the guy. The new 
light heavyweight champion of the 
world reigns for only a single day. Just 
one day. 

1 wish many more boxers would 
leam from him. 

Send 
pididsl.net 


comments t0 menjug 


Sy, Johnny Sy Balondo (president of Celebrity Sports Club Table Tennis Division) and Peter Uy. 


World Slasher kicks off today 


THE WORLD Siasher Cup Ii 8-Cock Invitational Derby hits the limelight starting at 2 p.m. today with more 
than 70 local and 20 foreign participants at the Araneta Coliseum. The three-day event is sponsored by 
‘Thunderbird Platinum. Endorsed by Tourism Secretary Ace Durano as a “must-see event," the derby will 
also be held on June 15 and 17. Leading the foreign visitors is Johnny Philips of Georgia, one of the tough- 
est gamefowl breeders from America. Joining Philips are Roger Roberts also of Georgia, Jorge Torres of 
California, ОМ Lanier from Mississippi, Jay Gentry trom LA. California, Kurt Langson from Arkansas, 
Speedy Gonzales of Calfornia, Joe Stanfield of California, Grady Malone of Alabama, Kurt Langston and 
Jorge Torres of Califomia. Seeing action for Hawaii are the Casco brothers (Casey, Кай and Bobby), Andy 
Topinio, Danny Pajaron and Matt Pasamonte. Guam is represented by Mar Gatmaitan and Homer Capitolo. 
The home team will ely on Sonny Lagon and his Blue Blade Sweaters; Cong. Ompong Plaza with his Ra- 
dio crosses and reigning World Siasher Cup champion Dicky Lim with his lemon-crosses. 


Fastest Win event set at SJC 

THE FASTEST Win-One Cock Ulutan, now a regular event at San Juan Coliseum, resumes on Saturday 
wih some 50 fights expected. Sponsor is Sagupaan Complexor 3000. Sam Mendoza of Rizal, former op- 
trator ot Cainta Coliseum, and Ronnie Lacsina of United Backyard Breeders Associaton wil host the 
event with an entry fe of P2200. Mendoza said a fastest win champion will be chosen every five fights 
and wil receive a jackpot prize of P15,000. The second placer gets PS,000. Meanwhile, the UBBA 3-cock 
derby is set at SUC on July 1. For details, call 725 -5369 and 725 -8563 or 0917-8041691 (Ronnie). 


Sta. Ana Cockpit holds 60 fights 

SIXTY nonstop fights are scheduled tonight at Sta. Ana Cockpit (A.P. Reyes Avenue, Makati City) via the 
special 3-cock derby that angles a guaranteed prize of P150,000, Host Rey Cabal who invited 40 cock- 
ers and breeders of Metro Manila, pegged the entry fee at P5,500. For details, call the Sta. Ana Cockpit at 
899-3474 and 898-3475. Two more 3-cock derbies are slated on Juno 29 (Cito Manansala) and June 27 
(Neison Pacquiao). Mean, pit manager Butchoy Olano announced that P300,000in total prizes 
await the winners in the Fastest Win One-Cock Ulutan on. PA 1 р fee is P2,200. 


TABLE TENNIS TILT: (Left) Chaka Lim, president of lipino- Chinese Table Tennis Club of North 
District) trades shot with Arturo Go, president of Green Paddle Table Tennis Center, ina 
‘ceremonial game during the opening of the Uniwoodply 2nd Green Paddle Table Tennis 
Classification Cup in Caloocan City. (Standing): Philip Uy, international referee Rachel Ramos, Joey 
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Spring Oil joining Bahrain tilt 


MULTI-TITLED AMATEUR BASKETBALL 
club Spring Cooking Oil fies to Bahrain 
оп board Qatar Airways today to com- 
pete in the 4th Bahrain-Philippines 
Goodwill Games on June 15-18. 

“The boys are in high spirits," team 
owner and national shooter Nathaniel 
“Tac” Padilla said yesterday after host- 
inga send-off party. 

The back-to-back PICAA Open 
champion Cooking Oil Masters will 
be bannered by ex-professionals Chi- 


to Victolero and Danny Capobres. 

Other members of the team are. 
Aldrin Morante, Nani Epondulan, 
Mar Reyes, Rodel Manuel, Gilbert 
Neo and Marvin Yambao. 

Spring will be coached by Efren 
“Yong” Garcia, who steered the Cooking. 
Ой Masters to top spot in the northem 
division of the ongoing 2006 Guerrero 
Brandy-NBC national championship. 

Spring Cooking Ой в also being backed 
by Parafiaque Vice Mayor Anjo Yllana. 


"т am looking forward to а good 
showing by the boys, especially before 
ош kababayans there,” said Padilla. 
Organized by the Bahrain Basketball 
Association, the goodwill tournament 
will also feature Bahrain's national 
team, the US Navy squad based in 
Bahrain composed of former American 
collegiate players and ex-pros and a se- 
lection from the Filipino community. 
Padilla is also the president of the 
National Basketball Conference. 


[ E] 
ы \ 


NATHANIEL “Tac” Padilla (sixth from right, standing) with Spring Oil team members Marvin 
Yambao, Mar Reyes, Manu Iñigo, Jeff Cuenca, Aldrin Morante, Chris Lagazo, Nani Epondulan, 
Patrick Tiongco, Eddie Soriano, Chris Ollano, Aries de Castro, Larry Rodriguez, coach Efren Garcia, 
Gilbert Neo, Danny Capobres, Rode! Manuel, Mark Yee, Marvin Ortiguerra and Bambi Barnson, 


Briton, Pena 
top Sy rivals 
in AF3 races 


ASIDE FROM KEEPING A CLOSE WATCH ON 
fellow racing star Dado Peña, Tyson Sy will also 
cast a wary look at Briton Dilon Battistini when 
rounds 4 to 6 of the Asian Formula Three series 
are held this weekend at the Zhuhai Internation- 
al Circuit in Guandong, China. 

Battistini is running second in the chase 
for the overall driver's championship with 
33 points anchored on two second place 
finishes in the first three rounds last month 
at the Batangas Racing Circuit, despite the 
fact that the JA Motorsports newcomer 
raced for the first time at the technically 
demanding Batangas circuit. 

This has not escaped the attention of Sy, 18, 
the lead driver of Speedtech Asia, who was 
amazed by the driving prowess displayed by 
the 28-year-old Briton who rose from the 
ranks of British karting. 

“He (Battistini) came up with a solid per- 
formance despite the fact that he was driving 
his car for the first time. 1 wonder what he can 
do once he gets used to that саг" said Sy, who 
leads the standings with 60 points after 
sweeping the first three rounds. 

Despite Battistinis solid debut, however, 
Sy is confident he can score big follow-up vic- 
tories at the 4.3-kilometer Zhuhai circuit 
‘where premium ison speed and daring. 

“Pm confident that I can win again. The 
field is tough but I have a few tricks left," 
said Sy, the only Filipino to break the for- 
eign stranglehold of the series last year 
when he scored a golden double at the Sen- 
tul Circuit in Indonesia 

Race enthusiasts can log on to 
wwwasianf3.net and wwwpldtmypad.net for 
regular updates on the Zhuhai races, starting 
with the practice runs on Thursday and Friday 
and the actual races this weekend. 

In his first race at Zhuhai last year, Sy failed to 
соте out of the pit due to mechanical trouble 
but battled back to finish third despite starting at 
the back of the grid in the second race. 

Sy will leave today for Zhuhai along with 
the rest of the Filipino contingent, confident 
that his powerful racing machine is the fastest 
in the field. He tested his car recently at BRC 
and was satisfied with his clockings. 


Robben delivers 
for Netherlands 


> Mexico, Portugal score 


BERLIN—ARJEN ROBBEN HAS 
an old-looking head on young 


shoulders. 

His maturity despite his 22 years shone 
through Sunday when the Netherlands 
opened its World Cup campaign with a 1-0 
victory over Serbia-Montenergo—and Rob- 
ben scored the only goal. 

Prematurely balding, the Chelsea winger 


j showed slid Robin van Persie's pass into the 


net in front of а 43,000-strong crowd at 
Leipzigs Zentral Stadion, half of which wore 
‘Orange shirts in support oftheir team. 

Omar Bravo scored twice for Mexico in his 
team’s 3-1 Group D win over iran in Nuremberg 

Bravo turned quickly to score from close 
range in the 16th minute and added a sec- 
ond in the 76th after Iran had equalized. 

Mexico's Brazilian-born striker Antonio 
Naelson, known as Zinha, headed in a third 


for Mexico in the 79th. 


PORTUGUESE defender Nuno Valente (left) and Angolan forward 
Mantorras jump for the ball during the 2006 World Cup. Portugal 


won, 1-0. 


Ronaldo gets chance to sbow be's up to task 


т 


Later Sunday, Portugal beat Angola 1-0 in 
the other Group D match. 

The Netherlands’ win put it in first place 
along with Argentina in Group C, considered. 
tobe the toughest of the first round. Argenti- 
na beat Ivory Coast 2-1 Saturday. 


"I halfthe stadium is orange again in Ger- 
many you feel it is an honor again to play for 
your country. It is special to play,” Nether- 
lands captain Edwin van der Sar said. 

Besides scoring the only goal, Robben was 
uncatchable under a scorching sun and 
made sure the opponents always had to keep 
plenty of people back. Little surprise he was 
chosen Man of the Match. 

“I was lucky he was on our side today" 
Netherlands coach Marco van Basten said. 
“We always create а lot of chances but not a 
lot of goals." 

Serbia's players were less than impressed by 
coach Hija Petkovics defensive tactics. Midfield- 
er Ognjen Koroman called them “cowardly” 

“Т don't see any logic starting ап opener at 
the World Cup with such a closed formation.” 
Koroman said. “If we attacked them from the 
start, we could have scored. We also might have 
lost by several goals, but at least it wouldn't be 
in such a cowardly fashion." 

In Nuremberg, about 1,200 German Jews 
and politicians protested Iranian President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad's denial of the Nazi 
Holocaust as Iran kicked off against Mexico, 
declaring that he would be unwelcome at 
the tournament. AP 


BERLIN—BRAZIL STRIKER RON- 
aldo gets his first chance to show 
he is still up to the task as the 
world champions enter the бау 
against Croatia on Tuesday. 

Brazil, unbeaten in their last 
10 outings, have won their 
opening match at every World 
Cup since 1982 and are hot fa- 


the Group game. 

“Ninety-nine percent of the 
world is saying Brazil are fa- 
vorites. A draw would be a suc- 
cess,” Croatia midfielder Igor 
‘Tudor told reporters after being 
named in the team on Sunday. 

“It would be a sensation if we 
won." Brazil coach Carlos Alberto 


“The са 
dent," Sy said. 


fast but I can’t be too overconfi- 


vorites to keep up their record іл Parreira, with an embarrassing ar- 


RONALDO 


ray of riches at his command, confi- 
dently named his stating lineup for 
the game on May 3 and included all 
his top names. They include the so- 
called Magic Quartet of Ronaldin- 
ho, Ronaldo, Adriano and Kaka. 
Croatia coach Zlatko Kranj- 
car, whose team got a 1-1 friend- 
ly draw with Brazil in Split last 
August, had no surprises up his 


sleeve with a team that includes 
‘Tudor in a five-man midfield 

If there is one player who 
needs to prove he still deserves 
his place itis Ronaldo. The 2002 
World Cup's top scorer has had a 
frustrating season with Real 
Madrid, punctuated by minor 
injuries and deteriorating rela- 
tionship with the fans. Reuters 


JOVIE Saulog with the limited RP Flag edition of Honda XRM underbone 
bikes in the 2006 Honda Philippines Inc. annual convention at the 


Shangrila-Makati recently. 


Saulog rides Honda XRM 


MULTLTITLED MOTOCROSS RI- 
der Jovie Saulog rode the Limited 
Edition Honda XRM when it was 
unveiled by HP! president and gen- 
eral manager Kazuhiko Tkezoe at 
the Dealers’ Convention recently at 
the Makati Shangri-la Hotel 

Ikezoe said the ХАМ special edi- 
tion is а gesture to express HPls 
gratitude to the Filipinos for making 
Honda XRM as the No. 1 selling mo- 
torcycle model in the Philippines. 

Recent surveys showed that 
Honda XRM's are the best-selling 
model in underbone motorcycle 
in the Philippines. 


"The undisputed success of Hon- 
да ХАМ is the main reason for our 
celebration in this annual conven- 
tion," said tkezoe. "This special edi- 
tion with the color replicating the 
Philippine flag is our way of thank- 
ing the Filipino people for making 
us No. 1. Rest assured, wel explore 
new and better technology to make 
Honda motorcycle riding safer, eas- 
ier and environment-friendly" 

Honda XRM crept into the 
mainstream of Filipino culture 
because of its durability and fuel 
efficiency. It can also be used on 
the road and off-road. 


Vilog rules Alabang 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


AFTER A HUMBLING EXPERI- 
fence with the national team last 
year, veteran triathlete George 
Vilog has taken every race seriously. 
Although all is well now, Vilog 
still made sure that he'd finish on 
top even in a less grueling sprint 
competition like the Ayala Alabang 
Triathlon Invitational last Sunday. 
“I felt challenged,” said the 29- 
year-old Vilog, who was suspend- 
ей from the national team last 
year for disciplinary reasons. 
Vilog, a national champion 
from 2002 to 2004, ruled the 
7S0-meter swim, 27-km bike and 
6-km run in one hour, 26 minutes 


and 48 seconds at the Ayala Ala- 
bang Village in Muntinlupa City. 

But Vilog said that he's shifting 
his focus to duathlon after finishing 
fifth last April in the Asian Duathlon. 
Championship in Pampanga. 

In fact, a lot more has been go- 
ing on for the reformed Vilog. 

"Tm also working as a personal 
trainer for Pia Cayetano,” said 
Vilog, adding that the sports- 
minded senator was also a finish- 
erin the sprint race. 

Junior national team members 
Mikki Quilala, LC Langit, Mimi Lu- 
саз and Joash Serrano also partici- 
pated in the event as guest entries. 

"Thisis justa tune-up race for us,” 
said the 18-year-old Quilala, who 


triathlon 


will be competing in the Singapore 
International Triathlon on July 2. 
Langit, meanwhile, will be leav- 
ing for the Asian Cup Triathlon in 
Chinese Taipei (Taiwan) Thursday. 
Finishing over a minute behind 
Vilog in the sprint race was 44- 
year-old Rune Stroem, who 
bagged second place in 1:27:59. 
Vilog finished 31 seconds ahead 
of Jay-Ar Obial in the swim leg at 
12:01 minutes, and although Stroem 
dosed in after negotiating the bike 
race in just 48:12 minutes, Vlog nev- 
er felt threatened in the foot race. 
The 22-year-old Obial secured 
third spot in 1:28:37. Jing Primne 
topped the women's sprint divi- 
sion in 1:55:37. 


Amonsot stakes crown July 22 


WORLD BOXING ORGANIZATION 
Asia Pacific super featherweight 
champion Czar Amonsot will put 
his titie on the line on July 22 in 
front of his hometown fans in Таў- 
bilaran City. 

The southpaw, 20-year-old 
‘Amonsot, who has twice seen action 
in the United States this year, will be 
pitted against a credible foreign foe. 

Now ranked WBO No. 7, 
‘Amonsot took the As-Pac title by 
impressively dethroning Indone- 


sia's Victor Mausol late last year. 

The July 22 tile defense in Tagbi- 
laran will be hosted by city mayor 
Dan Neri Lim, who is also the legal 
adviser of the ALA boys as well as a 
huge backer of boxing in the region. 

FiLAm Leon Panoncillo, who 
жаз recently appointed by WBO 
president Paco Valcarcel as МВО 
vice-president for Asia Pacific, said 
he is personally flying to Bohol to 
supervise the event. 

The undercard will feature 


Caoili wants to play for RP team again—Estimo 


WOMAN INTERNATIONAL. MAS- 
ter Arianne Bo Caoili, who is now 
based in Brisbane, Australia, wants 
to play for the Philippines again. 
‘And Turin Olympiad men's head 
coach Samuel "Sammy" Estimo, the 
incoming executive director of the 
National Chess Federation of the Phi- 
lippines (NCFP), said this is possible 
as he cited the case of Fi-Canadian 


billiards ace Alex Pagulayan and Fil- 
American tennis star Cecil Mamit. 
Both Pagulayan and Mamiit won 
golds and helped the country rule 
the overall championship of the 
2005 Southeast Asian Games. 
“Arianne wants to play in the 
2006 Doha Asian Games this com- 
ing December and other intema- 
tional events ike che 2007 Thailand 


SEA Games and the 2008 Dresden 
World Chess Olympiad in Ger- 
many" said Estimo. 

"But we should first discuss this 
in the NCFP Board and she should 
also hurdle the qualifying round, 
which she agreed to do,” he added. 

Arianne, who holds a dual citi- 
zenship like cue artist Alex Pagu- 
Tayan, was the first World Шлег 10 


Rapid champion in 1998 and the 
youngest Board 1 Olympiad lady 
player of the country at the age of 

12at the 2000 Istanbul Olympiad. 
She played board 3 for Aus- 
tralia in the last Olympiad in 
‘Turin where she became the cen- 
tral figure in a punching incident 
involving two Grandmasters. 
Marlon Bernardino 


other top Boholano fighters, with 
Candijay’s Along Denoy chaileng- 
ing RP junior flyweight boss Son- 
ny Boy Jaro in a 12-round battle. 
Denoy, who recently figured in a 
no-contest bout despite leading in 
the eary rounds against Esau 
Gaona in Las Vegas, will see action 
in his first RP title crack against a 
formidable champion in Jaro, who 
took the title with a seventh-round 
stoppage over Lamy Mede two 
yearsago. Salven L. Lagumbay 


Irok stuns 
De La Salle 


IROK FOOTBALL CLUB BROUGHT 
down defending women's champi- 
on La Salle, 63, even as the Super- 
friends and El Magistrado Football 
Clubs turned back their respective 
foes at the resumption of the 2006 
adidas Futsal Championship at the 
ЕМАС Gym over the weekend. 

El Magistrado downed the 
Archers, 7-4, for its first win in 
Group B of the men’s second divi- 
sion, while Xavier Alumni slipped 
past the Philippine Marines, 5-4, 
in Group A of the same division. 

Superfriends also made it to 
the win column after posting a 3- 
2 win over Kaya FC, while Vin- 
tage FC trounced University of 
Asia & the Pacific, 6-1, in the oth- 
er women’s match. 

In the only other contest in the 
men's first division of the event 
sponsored by adidas and in coop- 
eration with the National Capital 
Region Football Association, 
Pasargad and Philippine Navy 
fought to a 4-4 draw. 

Marigen Ariel, Ria Tanjangco, Si- 
‘monette Gaspay and Francine Ruffy 
scored a goal apiece for Irok. 
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grand slam bid ap 


PARIS—RAFAEL NADAL 
ripped Roger Federers 
grand slam dream apart at 
the seams on Sunday and 
the world number one had 
only himself to blame. 


With a 1-6 6-1 6-4 7-6 victory over 
the Swiss in the French Open final, irre- 
pressible Spaniard Rafael Nadal re- 
tained his title and became the first man 
to beat Federer in a grand slam final. 

Nadal's 60th consecutive win on clay 
prevented Federer joining Rod Laver 
and Don Budge as the only men to hold 
all four grand slams at once, a feat that 
has not been achieved for 37 years. 

Federer's quest to win that elusive 
claycourt grand slam goes on thanks 
to one of the worst displays of his ca- 
reer. The 24-year-old committed 51 
unforced errors and by the end his 
backhand technique in particular was 
їп tatters, bereft of timing and the 
source of free points for Nadal. 

‘The Mallorcan, who also beat Fed- 
erer in last years semi-finals, 
slammed away a forehand volley to 
confirm a ragged victory. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


FEDERER: Still a flop on clay. 


He threw himself to the ground, 
with legs splayed and his hands cov- 
ering his face, a Yshaped emblem of 
triumph. Then he rolled around like 
an exuberant puppy in the dirt. 

“Ks incredible,” said the 20-year-old 

“I was thinking about nothing. 1 
didn't even realise I fell on the ground.” 

Last year Nadal earned his maiden 
grand slam success with victory over 
Argentine Mariano Puerta in the 
Roland Garros final but he said: "I 
think I prefer this year's title. 


"Roger is the most incredible play- 
er that I know. I have never seen a 
more complete player.” 

Оп Sunday Federer looked far from 
that. Standing next to Nadal in the 
presentation ceremony, his losers 
dish tucked under one arm, the Swiss 
was a picture of despondency. 

“Не deserved to win,” said the Aus- 
tralian Open, Wimbledon and US Open 
champion. “Unfortunately, І didn't play 
the match that I wanted or that 1 hoped. 1 
‘won the first set easily, and usually in a 
situation lke that I don'tlet things go by. 

“Obviously its a pity but I will 
come back next year.” 

It was Federer's first defeat in eight 
grand slam finals and his status as the 
‘world best player is now under serious 
threat from Nadal. The Spaniard has 
won four finals against the Swiss this 
year and six of their seven encounters 
in total, including two on hardcourt. 

‘The match was billed as history in 
the making but for long periods it was a 
forgettable stream of unforced errors. 

Tennis is a non-contact sport but 
Nadal makes it feel like one. The Mallor- 
can has the presence of a da 
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Colossus, with biceps like cannonballs SPAIN'S Rafael Nadal jubilates after winning a point against Swiss Roger Federer in the 


and a venomous look in his eye. Reuters 


French tennis Open final. 


Mavs cool Heat for 2-0 lead 


DALLAS—THE DALLAS MAVERICKS TOOK A 
big step toward their first championship in 
franchise history when they handcuffed 
Shaquille O'Neal and crushed the Miami Heat 
99-85 Sunday to take а commanding 2-0 lead 
in the NBA Finals. 

Dallas is now primed to capture the title аз 
only two teams have won the crown after los- 
ing the first two games, the 1969 Boston 
Celtics and the 1977 Portland Trail Blazers. 

‘The best-of-seven series now shifts to the 
American Airlines Arena in Miami Tuesday for 


; [is 


few 


DIRK Nowitzki of Dallas grabs an unmolested rebound. 


the the 


Game Three. 
Dallas broke the game open with a 27-6 run 


final eight minutes of the first half to 


Shaq snubs media, fined $10,000 


DALLAS—SHAQUILLE O'NEAL HAS 
been fined $10,000 for failing to make 
himself available to the media following 
the Miami Heat's 99-85 loss to ће Dal- 
Jas Mavericks on Sunday, the National 
Basketball Association announced. 

The 34-year-old O'Neal had a ca- 
reer playoff low of five points in Sun- 
day's Game Two of the NBA Finals at 
the American Airlines Center. 

, „yi The Miami Heat organization have 
also been fined $25,000 for failing to 


ensure its players comply with league. 
rules concerning media interviews. 

Dallas leads the best-of-seven se- 
ries 2-0 with Game Three set for Mia- 
mion Tuesday night. 

Meanwhile, Jason Terry, hero of 
Dallas’ game one National Basketball 
Association finals win over Miami, 
may need off-season surgery on an in- 
jured thumb that he has been nursing 
for four months. 

The 28-year-old Terry chipped а 


bone in his right thumb during a reg- 
ular season game against Portland on 
Jan. 22 but says it is a small price to 
pay for being able to compete in the 
2006 NBA championship series. 

"Tm taping it up,” said Terry, who was 
the first round (10th overall) pick of At- 
lanta in the 1999 entry draft. “It is just 
the wear and tear of an NBA season. 

The Mavericks were expecting an- 
other raucous sellout crowd for Sun- 
day's game two at home. Reuters, AFP. 


turn a 28-23 deficit into a comfortable 50-34 
advantage at intermission. 

“I thought our energy was great today" 
said forward Dirk Nowitzki, who led the Mav- 
ericks with 26 points and 16 rebounds. 

“We were really hustling on defense but of- 
fensively we moved the ball to the open guy 
and really shared the ball well." 

After taking only 11 shots and scoring just 
17 points in the series opener, Miami's 7-foot- 
1, 330-pound center Shaquille O'Neal vowed 
to be more productive in Game Two. 

But the 34-year-old 14-те All-Star was 
harassed by several Mavericks at every turn 
and finished with a playoff-career low five 


уч 


THE LONG faces of Miami Heat center 
Shaquille O'Neal (right) and guard Dwyane 
Wade underscore the аћаз гош. келе 


‘Powell equals 
Gatlin’s 100m 
world record 


GATESHEAD, ENG- pj 
land—Asafa Powell F 
has a message for 
Justin Gatlin. 

"Thats how you run 
aworid record,” Powell {i f, 
said after timing 9.77 È 
seconds in the 100 me- / 
tersar the British Grand ff 
Prix on Sunday. AM. 

It's the second time POWELL » 
he's run the world record time he and Gatlin 
share. The Jamaican sprinter originally ran 
9.77 in June 2005 in Athens, Greece. Gatlin 
tied Powell's record in Qatar on May 12 after 
his initial mark of 9.76 was changed five days 
later because of a timing mistake. 

“As Isaid, I can run as fast as I want, when | 
want, told them I would do my best here and 
1didn'tletthem down," Powell said. 

Gatlin withdrew from the Gateshead meet 
last weekend after his agent, Renaldo Ne- 
hemiah, said there was never a contract for 
the Olympie champion to run against Powell. 

"The co-world record-holders will race in 
the 100 at the London Grand Prix on July 28. 

“The two were last on the same track in Eu- 
gene, Oregon at the Prefontaine Classic on May 
28 but ran in separate heats. Gatlin won his race 
in 9.88 and Powell won his in a wind-aided 9.93. 

Both maintain that no more than two races 
between the two should be expected, with 
both keen to maintain excitement about their 
head-to-head meetings. АР 


HARRISON, NEW YORK—VIJAY 
Singh tuned up for Winged Poot 
with a perfect US Open-style round 
оп the wind-swept Westchester 
Country Club course. 

Patiently closing with a bogey- 
free 3-under 68, the three-time ma- 
jor champion from Fiji won his 
record third Barclays Classic on 
Sunday to end a 2l-event winless 
streak. 

“Playing the back nine, although I 
hit one or two bad shots, it did not 
bother me at all" Singh said. “I just 
kept right in there and kept going. 1 
knew the holes coming in were going 
to be tough. You can't run away on 
this golf course. Every hole is a very 


kai sÅ 


SINGH: Big US Open warmup. лт 
testing hole, so you cant think 
ahead.” 

Singh, a shot behind leader Billy 
Andrade after the third round, оока 
two-stroke lead over Brett Quigley 


Resurgent Singh wins third 
Barclays Classic golf crown 


with a 25-foot birdie putt on the 218- 
yard 16th and also birdied the раг-5 
18th to finish at 10-under 274—wo 
strokes ahead of Adam Scott. 

Also the 1993 and 1995 champion, 
Singh is the first three-time winner in 
the 40-year-old tournament and only 
the second player to win three US 
PGA Tour tides on the Westchester 
course. Jack Nicklaus won the 1965 
Thunderbird on the hilly, tree-lined 
layout and added Westchester Classic 
titles in 1967 and 1972. The 43-year- 
old Fijian won for the first time since 
the Buick Open last July to raise his 
US PGA Tour victory total to 29 and 
tie Sam Snead's tour record for victo- 
ries over 40 with 17." AP 


Pak swings back to fame in Michelob Open 


HAVRE DE GRACE, MARY- 
land—Se Ri Pak landed her ap- 
proach shot at the first playoff 
hole within inches of the pin to 
grab her third LPGA Champi- 
onship crown with a triumph 
over Karrie Webb here Sunday. 

The victory capped a long 
road back for Pak, whose last 
victory was the 2004 Michelob 
Ultra Open. 

Her triumph came a year after 


she missed the cut here, and she 
sat out the final three months of 
the 2005 season, She arrived at 
the second major ofthe year with 
just one top-10 finish in 2006. 
Webb and Pak both finished 
at eight-under-par 280 and 
headed back to 18 fora playoff. 
Pak, who bogeyed 18 to give 
Webb a second chance, hit her 
drive into the fairway and hit a 
utility club to about three inches. 


Webb, who fired an eagle 
from the fairway on 18 at the 
Kraft Nabisco en route to victory 
at the first major of the year, had 
а chance at birdie in the playoff 
but misread the putt from about 
20 feet and it rolled well left. 
Webb, a two-time winner 
this season, entered Sunday 
three shots off the pace but had 
four birdies in a five-hole 
stretch on the front nine to PAK: Awinner again, 


points on two of five shooting from the floor 
and one of seven from the line. 

“Yes, we need to get him the basketball,” 
said Heat coach Pat Riley. “But this game was 
about another team's competitiveness and en- 
ergyat the start of the game." 

Reserve guard Jerry Stackhouse hit two 
three-point shots and one four-point play in 
the final 1:19 of the second quarter to close 
outan 11-0 Dallas run at the end of the half. 

Stackhouse's final three-point play was 
particularly dispiriting to the Heat, coming 
with 2.5 seconds left in the half as he was 
falling out of bounds into the Mavericks’ 
bench. Reuters 


Hopkins bows 
out after 18 
years, 52 fights 


ATLANTIC CITY, NEW JERSEY— THIS WAS ONE 
Фоогу of a retirement party for Bernard Hopkins. 

The star middleweight ended his boxing 
career after 18 years and 52 fights with a sto- 
rybook finish, an upset of light heavyweight 
champion Antonio Tarver. 

“Tm done, I'm done, I'm done,” he said. 
don't need to risk anything else." 

He risked plenty on Saturday. 

‘At 41, coming off back-to-back losses, he 
jumped two weight classes to take on 175- 
pound (79-kilogram) champion Tarver 
hopes of doing what his idol Sugar Ray Robin- 
son couldn't — win a light heavyweight title. 

‘The big night for Hopkins started when his 
sisters, wife and teachers were brought into the 
ring in a tribute before a video about his career 
played on the scoreboard. A who's who of Hol- 
lywood and pro sports watched from ringside, 
wich announced spectators including Michael 
Jordan, Patrick Ewing, Allen Iverson, Edgerrin 
James, Queen Latifah and Julius Erving. 

Asked by HBO if he would consider coming 
back fora $20 million (euro15.8 million) pay- 
day, Hopkins replied: "I might come out of my 
grave for that kind of money.” 

But the fighter, who got his start in boxing 
while in prison, held the middleweight title for 
11 years and finished with a flourish insisted 
later he was definitely calling ita career, 

“I did what I said I was going to do,” he 
said. "I wanted to make history, then move up 
and fight the winner of Roy Jones and Anto- 
nio Tarver. And although I had to fight Taylor 
опе extra time, that’s what happened.” АР 


vault into contention. 
Overnight co-leader Ai Miyaza- 
to of Japan shared third place 
with South Korean Mi Hyun 
Kim on 281. 

Pat Hurst, who shared the 
third-round lead with Miyaza- 
to, was in a group a further 
shot back on 282 that also in- 
cluded prodigy Michelle Wie. 

‘Annika Sorenstam rebounded 
with a6810finish at 283, AFP 
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Same Same difference 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


HAT DO YOU GET WITH 

half of The Moffats—the 

“teen brother quartet” 
that churned out hits in the late 
1990s like “I Miss You Like Crazy,” 
“Girl of My Dreams” and “Г Be 
There for You”? 

You get Same Same—a.ka. Clint and 
Bob Moffat, who are staging a comeback 
with a new CD, “The Meaning of Happy,” 
under Sony-BMG. 

The frequent Manila visitors were in 
town for a whirlwind promo tour last week. 
They also recorded a song, “Without Yor 
with Томі Poe—daughter of Action King 
and National Artist FPJ. 

Fans expecting two cutesy moppets are 
in for a surprise: Clint now sports a beard, 
and a tattoo on his arm; Bob has dyed his 
hair blond and wears hoop earrings. 

Being two of triplets (with David), Clint 
and Bob, now 21, seem to have a subcon- 
scious desire to look different from each 
other. 

"It's not deliberate,” Bob said 

Its weird,” Clint quipped. 

The boys have changed, to be sure, but 
some things have remained, well, Same 
Same. 


How are your brothers David and Scott? 
Clint: They're doing great. Scott is now 
living in LA and working on his own solo 
project. He's still very involved in music. 
Bob: Dave just recently started his own 
solo career as well. He signed up with an in- 
dependent label in Canada. 


How has your music changed? 


^ CM: We've been based in Bangkok fo 
eight months now. 


TAKE 
What are your favorite tracks in this al- 
Five es 
> BM: My personal favorite is “Strange 
Lover.” 1 like the things we tried on the 
song, like Thai instruments. 

'here's defini an Asian touch to 
it. I like “Strange Lover” as well. "I Waited 
Too Long” is another good one because of 
the melody and lyrics. It hints at the direc- 
tion we may take й next album. 


The boys 
recorded a 
song with 
Lovi Poe 
and found 
her voice 
‘beautiful’ 


Which is? 
CM: A bit more mellow. Indie rock, 1 
guess. 


What was it like working with Lovi Poe? 
BM: We met in Jakarta, where we shot 
the music video. She has a beautiful voice. 
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BOB, left, and Clint Moffat love the singing cooks and waiters in a 


о restaurant here. 
"Awesome," they say. 


JMGUAD PUNZALAN 


men WiLL ENTIRELY TOUCH 
YOUR HEART AND SOUL.” 


THE ULTIMATE MESSAGE OF 
HOPE THAT IS GENUINE AND 
STIRRING.” 
А CAPTIVATING MOVIE THAT 
MAKES YOU SMILE, LAUGH AND 
CRY." 


CM: Obviously, 
[because] мете 
ode mw te | OPENS TOMORROW! 
IN MORE 100 THEATERS NATIONWIDE 
MESS =— <S Еш. | ALL AGES ADMITTED 


sound is more ma- 
ture. 
RAMON “BONG?” REVILLA Jr. 
AI-AI DELAS ALAS PRECIOUS LARA QUIGAMAN 


BM: But it’s still 
(Ms. international 2005) 


pop 
CM: Pop with 
more of an edge. 


What are your 
memories of the 
Philippines? 

BM: This is our 
fifth visit. 

CM: We did three 
concerts and the 
fans were amazing. 
Itblew our minds. 

BM: There was a 
huge turnout for a 
show at the Hard 
Rock Café (п 
Makati) that its 
doors got busted. It 
made the front 
pages the following 
day. It was стату. 
nothing we had ex- 
perienced before. 

CM: We ate at 
this restaurant with 
singing cooks and 
waiters. It was awe- 
some! When we're 
asked about our fa- 
vorite places, that 
Filipino resto tops 
our list. The singers 
were so much fun. 


OPENS TOMORROW 
ARE YOU BRAVE ENOUGH TO WITNESS REAL TERRO 


A true story of one 
of the most famous 
instances of 
DEMONIC 
POSSESSION 
in American history. 


INAH REVILLA EUGENE DOMINGO 
DEEJAY DURANO-KETCHUP EUSEBIO-JANELLE JAMER-KIRAY CELIS*AARON JUNATAS 


The incident was 
But what about the 
food? 

CM: It was great. 
We had roast pig! 


witnessed and 
documented by 


Was that Asian 
tour instrumental 
in your decision to 
live in Thailand? 
BM: That wasn't 
planned. I was just 
visiting my dad and 
Tended up dragging 
Clint out there. 


hundreds of people, 


Ni ot 
(Wot Опсе Gut нге) 


among them was 
Andrew Jackson, the 
7th President of the 
United States. 
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Catch the Cineplex Special 


Catch the French Film Festival 2006 at the Shang Cineplex 
from June 9-18! Celebrate French Spring as you enjoy 
а selection of critcally acclaimed fims, Le Clean (12m0). 
Sate Conduct (2.40 pm), Riviera (6:20 pm). and L' Esquive 
(10pm) at the Cinema 1. Tickets are at Р50/ person. 


CARS 
таса ce 
1140.2 15. 450, 725, 1000. 


‘TAKE THELEAD 
245515,7 45015 


‘THE INSIDE MAN 
2455157451015 


(MARKET) 


Rockwell Center, Makati City 
"ERE 


TUESDA| 


Their lips 


THE PHOTOGRAPH OF. MARVIN 
Agustin's rumored girlfriend (half-Aus- 
tralian model) Lani Pillinger first came 
ош here in Dollywood last week. I im- 
mediately got a text from Marvs that 
read, “Thanks for the write-up, my 
friend, but where did you get —— — — —- 
the pic of Lani?” 
Ys, he seemed suprised DOLLY 
but, good thing is, he's cool 
about it. After all, the more you Woop 
чу to hide love the more it 
shows! But what's this I heard 
that Lani is now dating model 
‘Will Devaugn? It's not that she 
doesn’t like Marvin anymore. 
Maybe it's his busy sked that 
Lani can't take. Love without 
time, huh? So is Will just a sub- 
stitute and not a replacement 
for Marvin? Is Will willing to be 
Lanis surrogate lover? 


Dolly Ann 
Carvajal 
Sweeeet! 

Spotted Paolo Contis and Isabel Oli 
зо000 sweeeet together at a Quezon City 
coffee shop way past midnight. When 
asked about Paolo, Isabel always says she 
‘would rather keep that to herself But their 
PDA says it all. The couple were playing 
with their laptops. 1 bet they are even 
sweeter when sitting on each other's laps! 
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Get a chance 


June 14 (Wed.) & 18 (Sun.) 
at the Glorietta 4 cinemas 


PLUS! 


other surprise treats 
only at Ayala Malis Cinemas 
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hg Revilla is marking Father's Day 
Kapag Tumibok ang Puso (Not Once 


versy. It was kicked off by a 
headline-hogging issue in- 
volving its original leading la- 
dy Gretchen Barretto, who 
was replaced by 2005 Miss In- 
temational Precious Lara 
Quigaman. It features state 
of the-art special effects. 

For realism, Bong hired a 
stunt man from Hong Kong to 
choreograph the fight scenes. 
As the movie's title suggests, 
how many times has Bongs 
heart beat truly, madly and 
deeply for someone? He re- 
vealed, “I would say five, in- 
— cluding (the last?) with my 
ani” 

[used my dashing kumpare, “Is this 
or after you got married?” With his 
hark chinky eyes smiling, he replied, 
bpre before! Ive stopped looking 
1 na But with his many charms, 
\пїбей ladies’ man will always be 
| at and watched. 

Ai de las Alas and I fondly call each 
“guru” because we both have a 

‘weakness for younger men. We 

figure this makes us both sort of 

teachers who share the wisdom of 
our years with our young beaus. 

“Papunta ра lang ang mga 
bagets, nakailang balik na tayo,” 
АБА says, only half in jest. "Buti 
nalang nasalubong nila tayo at na- 
gets natin ang mga Papang 
bagets.” Her current guy is in his 
early 20s. Their marriage plans 
have been put on hold. “Naudlot 
‘cause it leaked sa media, she 
says. "And my manager, Boy 
‘Abunda, thinks its too early in the 
relationship.” 

Any adjustment she had to 
make, having coming from a les- 
bian relationship? 

“It doesn't matter what kind of 
relationship you're in as long as 
you are both happy” she insists. 
“With a lesbian, i's more emotion- 
ally fuliling ‘cause she knows 
your needs as a woman. With 
guys, its more physical but that 
doesn't mean all sex and no love." 

Take it from the Comedy 
Queen. Amour is fun when one 
Love fits all 


Sour Lemons? 

А production staff member of a 
daily TV show got pissed after in- 
terviewing Orange and Lemons. 

She lamented, “I asked а seri- 
ous question about how it feels to 
have penetrated all markets, since 
their songsare very popular every- 
where. I think they didn't like ту 
question ‘cause feeling nila mata- 
gal na silang sikat. When they an- 
swered, they kept saying the word 
T used, ‘penetrate,’ in а sarcastic 
way I have interviewed many 
bands and artists more famous 
than they are, and never did 1 feel 
so insulted! 1 walked out. They 
apologized, but the harm has been 
done. Now I believe stories I hear 
from industry people, that they 
have become swell-headed!” 

Are Orange and Lemons tum- 
ing out to be sour fruits of suc- 
сез? 


Guess list 

“This singer/actress is hooked 
on cocaine! During а shoot for a’ 
glossy ladies mag, she arrived 
‘sweating profusely and was obvi- 
ously stoned. She doesn't have too 
many rackets these days but she 
can afford such an expensive vice 
because she has a filthy rich mar- 
ried Chinese paramour. What a 
waste! She should get sound ad- 
vice about her bad, bad vice! 

Clue: She is nora Manila girl. 

*Му ad agency contacts swear 
that she isa kleptomaniac. Recent- 
iy, they say, she bought P40,000 
worth of clothes from a ritzy store. 
But she stashed away some acces- 
sories (to match the outfits) inside 
her bag. The store manager up. 
Seems its routine procedure for 
the mom and daughter. How long 
сап Mother dearest cover up? 

Clue: The TV host has a bill 
board inside a mall 


Library at20 

‘Andrew “Mamu” de Real’ Li- 
brary is currently celebrating 20 
years of laughter and music (June 
11-22), with activities aptly 
dubbed “21 @ 21st Visio 

The annual Golden Book 
Awards will once again be given 
ош on main anniversary night, 
June21. 

Many popular comics—like Ai- 
м, Allan К and Атей Igna- 
clo—started out in Library Many 
celebrities such as Regine Ve- 
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Celebrate the grand arrival of our 
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RP rates lowly ‘8’ in S&P scale 


Watchdog’s rating reflects ‘relatively weak banking industry’ 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


IN A SCALE OF TEN WHERE ONE IS THE HIGHEST, 
global credit watchdog Standard & Poor's has assigned a low- 
ly “eight” to the Philippine banking system's country risk. 


Ina global banking report dated June 6, 
S&P introduced its new Banking Industry 
‘Country Risk Assessments (Віста), classi- 
fying 60 countries into ten groups—from 
the strongest banking systems to the 
‘weakest—in terms of credit. 

Bicra reflects the strengths and 
weaknesses of a country’s banking sys- 
tem relative to other countries. The 
higher the Bicra—or аз one moves 
away from group one and toward group. 
ten—the greater the weight of country 
risk factors in all the bank ratings of a 
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given country. 

The Philippines was classified into 
group eight, alongside Argentina and 
nine other countries—Colombia, 
Egypt, El Salvador, Indonesia, Kaza- 
khstan, Morocco, Pakistan, Peru and 
Romania. 

S&P said countries with Bicras ofsev- 
en to ten have “relatively weak banking 
industries.” 

А notch higher, in group seven, were 
China, Latvia, Panama and Turkey. In 
group nine were Costa Rica, 


Government cuts by half allocation 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


THE GOVERNMENT HAS SLASHED BY 
almost half its allocation for the recently re- 
vived plan to extend the Light Rail Transit 
Authoritys (АТА) Line 1 from Baclaran, 
Parafiaque City to Bacoor in Cavite. 

‘At the same time, the LRTA manage- 
ment said that it is now holding discus- 
sions with four foreign groups which are 
interested in building the project's first 
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Guatemala, Lebanon, Russia, Tunisia 
and Uruguay. 

‘At the bottom, group ten, were Bo- 
livia, Jamaica, Ukraine, Venezuela and 
Vietnam, while at the top, group 1, 
were Australia, Belgium, Denmark, Fin- 
land, France, Ireland, Luxembourg, 
Netherlands, Spain, Sweden, Switzer- 
land, the United Kingdom and United 
States. 

Malaysia and Thailand rated higher 
than the Philippines, joining groups 
four and six, respectively. 

Bicra reflects the quality and effec- 
tiveness of bank regulation, and the 
track record ofa central bank in manag- 
ing turmoil in the financial sector. It ex- 
cludes the potential of government 
tervention and rescue of failing banks, 
which S&P tracks as a rating factor dis- 


phase, expected to start next year. 

"Right now, I can tell you that there 
are three to four foreign groups talking 
to us,” LRTA Administrator Mel Robles 
said in a phone interview. "It has to be a 
foreign group because of the [large] 
amount involved.” 

Robles declined to identify the firms, 
saying that the negotiations have just start- 
ей. But he did say that the companies are 
based in the US, Japan and China, while 
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tinct from this assessment. 

“А country with a low level of bank- 
ing industry country tisk has many 
characteristics that support the credit- 
worthiness of its banks: Prudent and 
proactive banking regulation; a legal 
system that establishes clear and en- 
forceable rights for debtors and credi- 
tors; and a diversified economy with 
healthy companies and households,” 
the S&P report said. 

“Conversely, a country with a high 
level of country risk displays some or 
many characteristics that are detrimen- 
tal to bank creditworthiness: Weak 
bank regulation; undeveloped or arbi- 
trary laws on property rights and 
bankruptcy; uncompetitive and volatile 
industries; and a concentrated, highly 
cyclical economy.” 


the fourth is a consortium composed of 
"Middle Eastern and Indian" firms. 

The project calls for the extension of 
the LRT Line 1—а Marcos-era rail system. 
inaugurated in the early 19805—from its 
Baclaran terminus to Bacoor, Cavite 

The project is supposed to ease con- 
gestion on the two main Manila-Cavite 
road links—the Coastal Road and the 
South Super Highway. 

LRTA expects the first phase of Line 1, 
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Trading resumes today 


‘THE STOCK MARKET WAS CLOSED YES- 
terday fora public holiday. Trading resumes today. 


Shares on Friday rose slightly as gains 
TRADING/B3 


for LRT-1 extension 


which will run up to Bacoor, to carry an 
average of 400,000 commuters per day. 
At present, over 350,000 passengers take 
the line each day. 

‘The government eventually plans to 
extend the гай service all the way to Das- 
marifias, Cavite. 

Last week, the Department of Transporta- 
tion and Communications (DOTC) cut its 
project cost estimate for the project sharply. 
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DOF tells 


By Michelle V. Remo some P201.26 million. 


The national government post- 


THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT ed a P146.8-billion budget deficit 
"ordered four local government last year, and wants this reduced 
units (LGUs) to settle over P200 to P125 billion this year. 

million worth of unpaid with- _ Finance Secretary Margarito 
holding taxes to help reduce the Teves recently met with represen- 
lingering budget deficit tatives of the Philippine Associa- 


Data from the Department of tion of Local Treasurers and Asses- 


Finance showed some of these sors (Phaltra) to discuss revenue- 
withholding taxes have remained raising measures including the 
unremitted since 1992. As ofend- collection of unremitted taxes. 

z May, the unremitted taxestotaled Тһе finance chief reminded 
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4 LGUs: Pay P200 million in unpaid taxes 


PhaltrathattheLGUshavethere- Bulacan (P9.7 million), Valen- LGUs anyway, as stated under the paying local taxes than national 
sponsibility to remit these taxes, zuela City (P4.8 million), and Local Government Code. ones because they get and regu- 
for which they only acted as with- Malabon City (P1.86 million). The DOF also asked LGUs to larly renew business permits with 
holding agents. ‘Teves acknowledged thatsome share taxpayer information that the local governments. 

“The withheld taxes include val- taxes have remained unpaid by сап be used by the national gov- _Endriga said LGUs are willing 
uue-added tax, income tax ofsuppli- LGUs because these were in- ernment to collect from delin- to share taxpayer information but 
ers aswell as contractors for infras- curred in previous administra. quent corporate taxpayers. requested that the BIR share 
tmicture projects of LGUs, and in- tions, therefore incumbent local _Phaltra president and Quezon them information, too. 
come taxes withheld from salaries government officials might be City treasurer Victor Endriga said Тһе DOF estimated the govem- 
of government employees. overlooking the problem. LGUs have a far bigger taxpayer ment loses P50 billion to P60 

LGUs that have unpaid with- ^ Henotedthat4Opercentofrev. database than the Bureau of Inter- lion in potential tax collection 
holding taxes include: Caloocan enues collected by the national mal Revenue since corporate tax- yearly due to either delinquency of 
City (P1849 million), Plaridel, government automatically goes to payers are more conscious about taxpayer or collection inefficiency. 


ASIAN CENTER FOR 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 


ENTREPREN 


ENF 


‘THE SUPREME COURT JUST SPOKE ON THE 
much-publicized ouster of a young man 
named Martin Romualdez from the board of 
the notorious Equitable PCIBank. 

Tt explicitly ordered EPCIB to put him back 
in the EPCIB board as nominee of the minority 
stockholder called Trans Middle East (TME). 

‘And the Supreme Court even said a mouth- 
ful—and much more—against those who 
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as an "unwanted circus; castigating the 


SN 
y ganged up on him. 
ү .. P ‘The ruling only referred to the whole affair 
dei iaceret E d 


PROGRAM'OVERVIEW 


Sandiganbayan why it even could march into 
the high court itself. 

Thus, the Supreme Court overturned the 
Sandiganbayan ruling that, in effect, TME 
could not use its EPCIB shares to vote Ro- 
mualdez to the board. 

It was, according to the Supreme Court, a 


. This is a comprehensive five-day entrepreneurship course for owners and key officers of distribution ` mockery of the judicial system. It may even 


ZE companies. It begins with the dissection of the distribution industry potentials and proceeds make the public doubt the integrity of the 


to channel strategizing, delivery and operations, finance, principal relationship managementand — COT 


co-brand building. 


COURSE CONTEN 


See, there is hope in our justice system. 

ACTUALLY, the Supreme Court en banc delib- 
erated on the issue. Penning the ruling was 
the legal jedi, none other than Justice Dante 


Understanding Industry and Market Dynamics IV. Distributor Operations Tinga, concurred by the 12 other justices. 
à < Dissecting the Logic of Distribution * Designing the Distribution Infrastructure Actually, TME ran to the Supreme Court, 


+ Assessing Area, Industry and Product * Perfect Order Delivery 


after EPCIB officials used the Sandiganbayan 
ruling to kick Romualdez out of the board 


Potentials + Distribution Controls and Management during the bank's annual stockholders meet- 
* Strategizing for Distributors Information Systems ing about three weeks ago. 


|. Channel Planning V. Distribution Finance 


‘Tinga revealed in the ruling that a consen- 
sus built up in the Supreme Court en banc for 


< Customer Segmentation, Targeting + Understanding Distribution Finance the immediate resolution of the TME case, 
and Positioning * Sourcing, Allocating and Using Funds since it could affect the financial system. 
* Channel Selection + Working Capital and Capital Investment Al the other justices, as I said, signed the 


* Channel Relationship Marketing Management 


Tinga ruling, except Justice Adolf Azcuna, 
wha actually abstained, since he once served 


Ill.Sales and Distribution Operations VI. Building Businesses and Brands as legal counsel of TME. 
* Sales Force Effectiveness: The Four Rs * Evaluating Principals and Products Another justice was on leave. 


+ Selecting, Recruiting and Developing People ,. _ * Beyond Distribution: Co-Brand Building 
+ Performance Standards and iheéntivé * Beyond Distribution: Busiriess Value 
Scheme Creation 


OTHER CERTIFICATE COURSES FOR JUNE - AUGUST 


+ Entrepreneurial Operations Management [June 27 - 30, 2006] 
+ Venture into Entrepreneurship Uune - December 2006] 


Foringuiies and reservation cle Ms Luvy Villanueva / Ms Liza Ayalde 
Tel 432892401 125 eat. 187,252; Telefax +632 813-3302. 
‘malcace@aim edu; ilanveva@aim.edu maylde@eim edu 


In effect, it was a unanimous decision. Tinga 


THE OTHER featured clown in the Supreme 
Court ruling, aside from the Sandiganbayan, 
was of course the PCGG. 

It was the PCGG that asked the Sandigan- 
bayan to get rid of this pesky Romualdez from 


U-turn of the jedi 


BREAKTIME 


Conrado R. Banal III. 


the EPCIB board. 

What the PCGG told the Sandiganbayan 
was based on "news reports,” which said that 
the Romualdez family (owner of TME) was 
bent on disposing their EPCIB shares. 

And the job of the PCGG, technically, was 
only to preserve the assets it claimed to be ill- 
gotten. 

That, in effect, the Supreme Court found 
the claim of the PCGG funny. For one, the 
Supreme Court noted the EPCIB shares of 
TME were put in escrow with the Land Bank. 
How could the shares be ... well, dissipated? 

If anything, according to the Supreme 
Court, the EPCIB shares of TME could be dis- 
sipated only through radical corporate 
changes such as a merger of EPCIB with an- 
other bank or call of the board for capital in- 
crease. 

‘Oops, those were the things that the SM 
‘group precisely wanted to do. 

Now, TME by itself could not effect such 
changes, since it was entitled to only one 
board seat. In control of the bank right now is 
the SM group, right? 

Thus, ifthe PCGG really wants to do its one 
and only job of preserving the EPCIB shares of 
ТМЕ, it should oppose the SM groups plans 
for merger and capital increase. 

Instead, the PCGG is doing a U-turn, going 
the other way. Well what did the Supreme 
Court say about it being a circus? 

BUT then again the Supreme Court took a 
swipe at the SM group, led by its heir appar- 


_ етеп disclosed that the Supreme Court еп арале. Tessie Sy daughter of mall operator Hen- 
made the ruling with EASE—ie"no sweat really Сугу Sy: 7" ~ 


Word was that Tessie Sy was on top of the 
conspiracy to boot Romualdez out of the EP- 
CIB board. It said that she even got the, er, 
"cooperation" of Malacafiang. 

‘Anyway, from what I gathered, even tele- 
phone calls from the Palace did not deter the 
Supreme Court from 


t ASLOWAS te EQUIPMENTS КЕРАК еее) ‘ling in favor of Ro- 


ALL BRANDS 


mualdez—ie. 


Mia es 15* AGAINST Tessie Sy. 
FAX MACHINES, TYPEWRITERS, 
mus ВБ) htm Bh) эс. 


ROTHER GLECTRONCSEQUIVENTS DISCOUNT| that the Sandigan- 


[EET FXrcpewpeyemm| bayan decision "has 
FAX REPAIR) ЕЕЕ Sc 7 Lc 
FE д^ зы: 


Do you want to strike а balance 
between submission and aggression? 


Different strokes for 


different folks Want to sell more? 


COMMUNICATION ASSERTIVENESS 


dune 27 - 29, 2006 
Makati Shangri-la Hotel 


How many times have you seen inteligent professionals appear 
shy, timid or withdrawn? How about people who come across 
оз brazen, abrasive or initating? How you project yourself and 
how you interact with other people will spell the difference 
between mediocrity and success. Know the difference 
between assertion, submission and aggression and 
recognize your strengths and weaknesses. Practice thinking 
before speaking and set the stage for assertiveness. With 
‘Communication Assertiveness, you wil: 


Assess your way of communicating ond determine changes 
fo be made lo attain communication asseriiveness 

‘Avoid passive or aggressive communication 

Choose your words corefuly to obtain the bes! resus in 
every interpersonal situation 

Speak and act assertively 


ADVANCED PEOPLE 


HANDLING SKILLS CREATIVE SELLING 


July 4-6, 2006 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel Mandarin Oriental Hotel 


July 4 = 6, 2006 


Leom the basics of situational leadership and get your Selling Б more than just calling your usual contacts опа 
people to work for the organization's benefit. Acquire a hoping they buy more. Learn the difference between 
eeper understanding of personal development levels and | selling and order-taking, making strategic sales calls, 
develop a plan to Improve performance. Learn to recognize , and planning the right approach. Make the right 
performance problems and practice the steps in dealing Impression and give "sure-sale" presentations. Also be 
With them. Match various leadership styles to different ‘ware how to handle questions and objections. With 
situations fo bring out the best in everyone. With Advanced Creative Seling, you wil: 


People Handing Skils you wil: 
Recognize the skil and attitudinal level of his people 
Customize his leadership style depending on the 
development level of his people 


* Know when and why people buy 
+  Tronsate product features and specifications into actual 
customer benefits 
^ = Leam to identify and sell only to qualified prospects 
ee Sod cde: nr ae < Pian moves in advance to increase the chances of 
aon " "dump" closing Ihe sale 3 2 
Mace койотко. fom fis people < Moke o favorable ond lasting ft impression on your 


‘communication tools of words, voice ond body language 
Begin, carry and end conversations with style 

Gel and keep positive attention 

Porlicipate more actively and positively in group activities 
Use tact and diplomacy fo overcome rude communication 
Learn fo say "no" gracefully 


Delegate lormasimum esi and тоноо customer 3 
Handie performance problems with confidence and + Ве able to get and keep the customer's interest 
professonafsm Consistently make persuasive presentations 
Manage his relationship with his people to obtain * Handle objections and comments professionally 
understanding, commitment ond peak perfomance * Detect buying signals and get the order. 
Hurdle other leodesship dificuties using advanced principles 
and techniques It's always more than just selling. 
interes ресра о ee Ала малай мрн This program is for Account Executives, Sales Supervisors, and 
з Sales Managers who wont fo achieve higher and more 
This program was designed for the supervisors ond managers. Thisis ! consistent scies. 
human resource specialists, soles coordinators, supervisors, опа ово for directors, vice-presidents, general managers, and presidents 
‘anybody who wants іо develop their communication skis. who want fo get the best performance out of ther people. 


Stand out and make yourself heard. 


This program was designed for administrative officers, front desk 
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Project an image of assertiveness by maximizing the D 
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officers, sales and marketing executives, customer care associates, ! 

' 


J | For Inquiries and reservations call * 
е n 5 е n Aris, Caroline, Diane, or Tessa at 892-7559, 894-0445, 


CONSULTANTS TO MANAGEMENT or 892-7041 or visit www.guthrie-jensen.com 
еа FASTER RESULTS '! 7/# Glass Tower Bldg.. Carlos Palanca Jr. St. Legaspi Vill., Макай City 
Call us if you want to customize a program for 10 or more people 
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Bangko Sentral inclined to relax Dosri rule - 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


TUESDAY, JUNE 13,2006 


amendments to the definition 
of “related interests" under the 
Dosti гше. 

Tetangco said some quarters 
thought the provision was too 
stringent. 

Sources said the existing defi- 
nition was too restrictive as it 
forces good affiliates to source fi- 
nancing elsewhere. 

Under the guidelines, the 
term “related interests” is de- 


fined as “any corporation, asso- 
ciation or firm that controls di- 
rectly or indirectly, whether on 
its own or as part of a group, at 
least 20 percent of the sub- 
scribed capital base of a sub- 
stantial stockholder of the lend- 
ing bank or which controls the 
majority interest of the bank; 
any corporation, association ог 
firm in which the lending bank 
and/or its parent or subsidiary 


holds at least 20 percent of the 
subscribed capital of such cor- 
poration, or equity of such asso- 
ciation or firm, or has an exist- 
ing management contract or any 
similar arrangement with the 
lending bank or its parent or 
subsidiary.” 

This definition was intro- 
duced by the BSP two years ago 
to free up funds for lending to 
small- and medium-sized bor- 


rowers. 

“There may be too many lim- 
its,” Tetangco said. 

Section 36 of the General 
Banking Law of 2000 limits the 
banks’ Dosti exposure to an 
amount equivalent to the bor- 
Towers unencumbered deposits 
and book value of paid-in contri- 
bution in the bank. This is as 


along as unsecured loans and 
other Dosti credit accommoda- 
tions and guarantees shall not ex- 
ceed 30 percent of any bank's 
overall exposure. 

The law also prescribes that a 
bank's Dosti exposure should not 
exceed 15 percent of its total loan 
portfolio or 100 percent of its net 
worth, whichever is lower. 


WE’LE FIX IT FAST! 


THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG 
Pilipinas is planning to ease 
some provisions in the rules 
governing banks’ lending to 
their directors, officers, stock- 
holders and related interests 
(Dosri). 

BSP Governor Amando 
Tetangco Jr. said the central 
bank was looking at possible 


its initial $800-million tag price. 


_Faxitcion Compare 


Government ... rrompagesi 


‘Transportation Assistant Secretary Roberto 
R. Castañares said he was now expecting the 
project to cost only $430 million, down from 


Trading resumes today 


made earlier in the session were wiped out by 
investors pocketing profit. 

‘The benchmark Philippine Stock Exchange In- 
dex on Friday rose 1.82 points, ог 0.1 percent, to 


Tis unclear what led to the reduction in cost, 
although initial indications point to the difficul- 
ty the transportation department is having in 
raising funds for the 11.7-kilometer rail link. 


From pageBI 
2,159.50, after shedding 6.4 percent in the past 
three sessions. The market was up by 1.5 percent 


earlier in the session. Volume reached 527.35 
million shares worth P967.14 million. 


Bigwoods Transport Company 


731 Romualdez St., Manila (1522-8765 /66 
‘www. bigwaodstrucks.com 


‘New Arrivals 11 9708, 11 9670, Freightliner б & 10 
Whevler Cabovers, Commins Mechanical Spring Susp: 


-7034 /T7248823/ 723-4894 
SOR MALUGA ST MAKATICIY 


- 


TAG ii lor Hn ажа Gi sari en wie -famous 
WALDORF ASTORIA in New York City, U.S.A. where our headquarters are located. 


"And to make banking even more rewarding, we are giving away gift certificates from Rustan’s, Abenson, 
Samsonite, and Yellow Cab Pizza Co. for fresh peso deposits made and 24-Hour Plus worldwide Personal 
Accident Insurance cover worth P500,000 for new auto loans. 


Fun trip for four (4) , Holiday for two @ 


80/51 stay at Waldart Astoria Hotel 
Roundtrip economy airfare via Northwest Airlines: 
Broadway tickets for 2 (show of your choice) 
US$1,000 pockot толеу 
{Total of 2 winners) 


3pj2N slay ai Disney's Hollywood Hotel 
х Roundtrip economy airfare via PAL. 
~~ Daily breakfast 
Disneyland entrance tickets for 2 days 
055900 pocket money 
(fotzl ot 3 winners) 


! The sooner and bigger your bite, the better. So, take a bite now! 
For more details, visit or call any Philam Bank branch near you 
of dial 813-9772 loc. 2033 (Mondays to Fridays, 8:30am - 5:30pm). 


Promo runs from May 22 to October 31; 2006 only. 


at Stay & Camp John Hay Henor. 
i P3,000 pocket money i 
‘Total of 10 winners) 


PHELAN BANIK 


A Member of 
e American International Group Inc. 
BEET 


Ths Philam Group of Companies offers you a full rangs of financial services: 
ita end General алате « Property ваа Сэзалү тылда * Het Caro Manepement 
келсе Fana › Smangs end Капри » Mutual und investments » Property Development 
Сей Cetus - Busness Роса Seca * Dancessutance + Financ! Advaory Service 
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Renesas” 


Member of Phsiopine Deposit inunance Corporation. 
Marium Deposit insurance for each Depositor#256,000.00, 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 
‘East Avenue, Dian, Quezon Cty 


| ты. Nos. (632) 920-6401 * (632) 820-6446 


mal member _relaons@sss.gov.ph  Webste: p.v sss gov ph 
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NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


MR. FERNANDO S. MARUNDAN 
(WHOSE PICTURE IS SHOWN) IS NO LONGER 
CONNECTED WITH GRASSO PHILIPPINES, 
INC. EFFECTIVE APRIL 15, 2006. 


ANY FUTURE TRANSACTIONS MADE 
THROUGH HIM WILL NO LONGER BE 


SEND YOUR RESUMES. 
INSTANTLY 


versas war jobmarkaonine om 


HONORED BY THE COMPANY. 
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BUY * SELL * PAWN! 
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WE BUY 
at HIGH PRICE 


CAMP GEN EMILIO AGUINALDO HIGH 
SCHOOL (CGEAHS) BATCH 1985 REUNION 


Calling all CGEAHS Batch 85. We will have our 1" reunion after 20 years set on 
December 17, 2008, You may log on to wwww.caeahs.com or сай Ms. Alleen 


Academia- Garcia at 438-3309 or 0920-9115081 or Mr. Carlos M. Bariisan 0918- 


6530404 Let's reminisce our BAGETS "Just got lucky..." Days! 


722-1144 
722-1155 


24-HR HOTLINES 


(POI - June 13,2008 


Ecop warns of dire effects 
of House-approved P125 wage hike bill 


The Employers Confederation of the Philippines 
(ECOP) yesterday strongly opposed the P125 across- 
the-board dally wage hike bl approved by the House. 
of Representatives on second reading, saying it was 
an “unconscionable act" that does more harm than 
good in the long run. 

“An economic pandemonium is in the offing,” 
ECOP President Rene Y. Soriano warned. 

Soriano noted that the “hastily enacted 
legislation" will exact a heavy toll on the economy as 
firms which cannot afford such magnitude of wage 
increase will be forced to close shop or those firms 
which can manage to pay to up to а certain extent 
will resort to lay-offs. 

“This would trigger massive job losses and 
unemployment,” he pointed out. As it is, as a result 
of the vicious cycle of explosive population growth, 
relatively slow economie growth and populist policies 
which include the politics of high minimum wages, 
the Philippines is experiencing the phenomenon of 
jobless-growth. 

Under House Bill 345 or the measure granting a 
P125 across-the-board daily wage hike of workers, 
the pay adjustment shall be implemented in the 
following manner: P45 on Oct. 1, 2006; P40 on Oct. 
1, 2007; and another P40 on Oct, 1, 2008, 

Soriano also said the staggered wage hike 
proposal “will cripple the economy and worsen the 
wage competitiveness of the Philippines in the 
region.” As it Is the Philippines has already the 


“We seem to give her back to Thee.O God, 
"Who gavest her to us. Vet as Thou didst not lose her in giving. 


Capt. Arnold Sanz Corpus ^ 
(October 6 1942- June 11,2006) 


Passed away in the Grace of our Lord 
‘on June 11, 2006 at the age of 63. 


highest minimum wage rates or entry level for 
unskilled workers as adjusted to productivity in the 
region. It may be noted that among the ASEAN 
countries, three, namely the Philippines, Thalland 
and Indonesia have regional minimum wage fixing. 
However, while Thailand has a GDP per capita twice 
bigger than thePhilippines, the Table shows that the 
minimum wage equivalent to $3.47-4.37 in Metro 
Bangkok is much lower than the equivalent 
minimum wage of $6.17 in Metro Manila. Malaysia, 
which has a GDP per capita nearly four times 
greater than the Philippines and where thousands 
of OFWs have found lucrative employment, starts 
with an entry-level wage of $4,28, An across-the- 
board wage increase of P125.00 a day increases the 
minimum wage rates for Metro Manila to P450.00 
a day or $8.65. 

In addition, Soriano said a P125 across-the-board 
increase will trigger unprecedented spiraling cost- 
push inflation. The cost of labor is one of the factors 
of production, 

"What is significant about the percentage of the 
legislated wage increase is that itis much higher than 
any realistic forecast of the inflation rate for the next 
three years and far above the average percentage of 
benefits secured through collective bargaining," 
Soriano pointed out. Such excessive rates of wage 
increases have far reaching destructive implications 
for the economy in general and on unionism and 
collective bargaining in particular, he added. 
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so we do not lose her by her rerurn His loving wife Margot; children Marjorie (t), Mary Ann 


& Walley, Maribeth (+), Clint (+), Margaret & Abe, 
Stevie (+), Michael John; grandchildren Tim, Matthew, 
Maggie, Jennel, Clint, Lance, Maleyna and all relatives and 
friends request the pious readers to join them in prayers for his 
eternal happiness in heaven. 

His remains lie in state at the Bonifacio Chapel, La 
Funeraria Paz-Sucat (inside Manila Memorial Park), 
Parafiaque City. 


Our dearly beloved 


Conchita Martinez Padilla 


June 23, 1918 


burdened, 
and | will 
give you 


Ш Ье on Sunday, June 18, 2006 after the 9:00 rest.” 
ч Interment will be on Sunday, June 18, 2006 after the 9:00 a.m. S 
Peacefully joined the Lord Mass at the Manila Memorial Park, Sucat, Parafiaque.. Matthew 11:28 
and her husband, Pablo A. Padilla, Sr. i 


on June 11, 2006 
feath ‘Notic 


SYLVIA CHAN LIM 


who peacefully joined her Creator. 
‘on June 8, 2006 in San Francisco, 
California, USA. 

Her body will lie in state at the Our Lady of 
Mt. Carmel Shrine — Parish, 5* St, Doña J. 
Rodriguez Avenue, New Manila, Quezon City 
оп Friday, June 16, 2006. 

Interment will be on Wednesday, June 21, 
2006 at The Heritage Park, Bayani Road, Fort 
Bonifacio, Taguig, Metro Manila after the 9:00 
a.m, Mass at the Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Shrine 
= Parish. 


Always caring... 


INQUIRER 
OBITUARIES 


Her loving children: Carolina and Tito Roy, Teresita, 
Pablo Jr. and Maria Luisa Pronstroller, and Angel Ernesto, 
grandchildren: Karen and Robson, Juan Paolo, 
Rhea and Allan, Rachel and Ronald, Louella, Susan Melissa and Pablo Marito IV, 
and great grandchildren: Lorenzo, Francesca. and Anna Karina, 
request relatives and friends to offer prayers 
to celebrate the beginning of her life pl se or OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 
© Copy of Death Certificate 
The family members would like to invite relatives and friends Ө Any identification document (LD.; 
to pay their last respects to their beloved mother and grandmother 
at the Sanctuario Sto. Nifio Chapel, 
Kapitan Pepe Subdivision, Cabanatuan City, 
starting Tuesday, June 13, 2006. 


WE ACCEPT 
CREDIT CARDS 


а апа bank-to-bank payments 


ATTY. LUIS SALVADOR 
CAPULONG 
(San Simon, Pampanga and Quezon City) 
Has peacefully joined his Creator 
оп June 9, 2006 at the age of 78. 


His remains lie in state at Imperial Chapel of 
La Funeraria Paz, Inc., 143 G. Araneta Avenue, 
Quezon City. 
Interment shall be on Thursday, June 15, 
2006 after the 9:00 A.M. Mass. 
a 


RICARDO R. SAMONTE 


Peacefully joined his CREATOR 
оп June 9, 2006 at ће age of 89. 

His remains lie in state at Sto. Niño Chapel 
(near Malolos Cathedral), Sto. Nifio, Malolos, 
Bulacan, 

Interment will be today, June 13,2006 at the 
Legacy Memorial Park, Malolos, Bulacan after 
the 2 pm. mass at Sto. Niño Chapel, Malolos, 
Bulacan, 


Her final journey to the Lord will take place 
on Thursday, June 15, 2006 after the 8 AM Holy Mass. DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT 
MESSAGE OF THANKS 
DEATH ANNIVERSARY 
REQUIEMS 


FREE OBIT DESIGN 


. And life ts eternal and love ts immortal, and death в only a horizon. 
and a horizon Is nothing but the limit of our sight...” 


Pode Tenet OP. 


In lieu of flowers, your offerings to the Carmel of Our Lady of Nazareth 
ог Cathedral Construction Project, Cabanatuan City, 
would be much appreciated. 
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Breaktime 


maximum benefit by the respon- 
dents, all connected with EPCIB.” 

So there—that's the conspiracy 

right there! 
AS EVERYBODY knows, including 
the Palace, Tessie Sy has been dying 
to take control of EPCIB through 
the SM group's Banco de Oro. 

She has been getting help from 
two “godfathers.” Word went 
around that they were Bernardino 
Abes, who is like a father to Glori- 
аепа, and Diosdado Macapagal Jr, 
who isa real brother of Gloriaetta. 

At first, before the 2004 presi 
dential election, that pension 
fund of the working class, the 
555, sold its EPCIB holdings to 
SM group for P47 per shares, 
payable after seven years, with- 
ош апу down payment. 

‘Then, after the sale was ques- 
tioned before the Supreme Court, 
the SM group worked on the merg- 
er of EPCIB and its own BDO. 

Vocally—and vehemently 
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so—opposing Tessie Sy were 
GSIS president Winston Garcia 
and, well, that annoying Ro- 
mualdez. 

Unfortunately for Tessie Sy, the 
guy must be put back in the EP- 
CIB board. The Supreme Court 
said so. En banc. 
WHAT IS this I hear about an in- 
surance guy who is taking a girl- 
friend on helicopter rides for din- 
ner dates to Tagaytay? 

Word goes around that, un- 
known to another girlfriend, the 
married lover boy has this new 
опе who lives somewhere in 
Mandaluyong. Oris it San Juan? 

‘Anyway, aside from the Tagaytay 
dates, the handsome devil even pa- 
rades his new conquest in Boracay. 

‘The problem is, while the son 
of his mother is using a helicopter 
for dates, his company has yet to 
pay for the insurance claim of a 
famous political family for 
well, also a helicopter. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


BUSINESS 


Sy raises P800M from sale 


of shares in Chinabank 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


SHOEMART INC., THE PRIVATELY OWNED 
department store operator of mall magnate 
Henry Sy, boosted its cash assets after raising 
P800 million from the sale of shares in its sis- 
ter firm, China Banking Corp., sources famil- 
iar with the deal said. 

Sources added the funds will be channeled in- 
to general investments and expansion projects. 

The SM Group is adding at least four new 
department stores this year including one in 
Mall of Asia and another in Clark, Pampanga, 
sources said. 

Privately held firms of the Sy family and 
the Dee family of Chinabank sold a total of 6.9 
percent in the bank for $53.5 million (P2.8 
billion) to international institutional in- 
vestors. The secondary placement increased 
Chinabank's public float to 30 percent. 

The selling shareholders were members of 
the SM Group such as Shoemart Inc., Sysmart. 
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GROWING 
I.T. IN A MESS? 


= Reducing complexity 
+ Simplifying server management 
+ Improving productivity and collaboration 
+ Ensuring security and resiliency 


Don’t miss out - contest ends 14 July 2006. 


Corp. and other stockholders of the Dee fami- 
1y. With the sale, the SM Group has trimmed 
its stake to 40 percent from 46 percent. 
Separately, another Shoemart sister firm, SM 
Prime Holdings Inc., is expanding its mall net- 
work as it is set to open in July a new mall at 
Frontera Verde at the Tiendesitas commercial 
‘complex in Pasig. Two additional malls will open 
this year including one in Lipa, Batangas, by 
September and another in Bacolod before the 
end of the year, SM Prime president Hans Sy said. 
The three malls will expand SM Prime total 
malls to 28. These malls form part of SM 
Prime's P7 billion capital spending this year. 


Last month, SM Prime opened its P6.5 bi 
lion “Mall of Asia,” its biggest and most amt 
tious project in the country to date. 

The 400,000-square-meter mall is Sys 25th 
‘mall, with over 600 local and international brands 
and over 150 indoor and alfresco dining outlets. 


ANG TAN GOLF 
CLUB & SHARES, INC. 


connie ang 


тона Ana ш кэн 


==штылшчы SP "| 


ШИ Shares 


SEC css Brokar #00131 © As of June 1200 
се омеа 
one бити сы улана, 


FVR CLUB SHARES SPECIALIST, INC. 


dli 


там 696900 51063918106348; Ра: # БЫУ 
pr) 
GF Tuscan эр TVA Ro S Lege inge Maias Cy 


ES EN zw 
"PLAYING RIGHTS ALSO AVAILABLE 


Te 80-1761 оси о Ena! арала басота 


* Fax EXT e тыз w gpadtsues om 


FAST? 


Get up to US$50,000 worth of tree LT. solutions that ft your business, so you сап 
take back control. Whatever the size of your business, IBM has products and services 
that can help you streamline your T. infrastructure and lower costs by: 


For a chance to win up to US$50,000 worth of L-T. solutions for your company, plus 
а brand new ThinkPad" for yourself as well, simpl tell us your greatest L-T. challenge. 


For more detalis on how you can win an L-T. bundle worth up to US$50,000, 
call 1800 1888 1426 or visit Ibm. com/ph/makeover 


The IBM Makeover Challenge is brought to you in association with inte” 
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Special Project 


‘50 Taon Ginintuang Serbisyo sa Kawal at Pulis” 


AMWSLAI marks 50th Foundation Anniversary 
today; Sec. Michael Defensor is guest of honor 


Presidential Chief of Staff Michael T. Defensor is the guest of honor and 
keynote speaker at the 50th Founding Anniversary celebration of the Air 
Materiel Wing Savings and Loan Association Inc. (AMWSLAI) today at the 
Tejeros Hall, Armed Forces of the Philippines Commissioned Officers Country, 


MALACARAN PALACE 
MANILA 


Warmest greetings to ihe management and staff of the 
{Air Materiel Wing Savings and Loan Association, Inc. 
[as you mark your SOth Foundation Anniversary. 

‘Your anniversary theme, "50 Taon Ginintuang Serbisyo 
sa Kawal at Pulls,” highlights your accomplishments in 
jServing the nancial needs of our soldiers and policemen In 
ithe last five decades. 
{, Lom pleased by your Bawat Miyembro may Negesyor 
land Bawat Miyembro Protektado” programs as they wit 
jSurely go a long way in enhancing the lives of your 
beneficiaries- Мау you continue coming up with worthy projets 
that provide your members with access to livelihood and 
"business opportunities that il help them secure a brighter 


2 future for thee families. 
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 GUÓRIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO 


Republic of the. 
Philippines 
Office of the Vice 
President 


My warmest greetings and congratulations to the Alr 

[materiel Wing Savings and Loan Association, Inc. 
(AMWSLAT) as t cortes ts Golden Foundation Anniversary 
jon June 13 2005. 

[^^ as yo celesrte tnis milestone under the theme, "50 Taon 
IGrintuangSerbsosa Kanal at Puls Ris wort to ponder 
on you past successes to inspire you a you work on your ter- 
pol pont towards business vay, management escenas, 
| шш customer station, Ana уор turer SUL 
checks for your “Banat Miyembro may Negosyo” and "Bawat 
E Miyembro Protektado" member benefcere, be proud that you 
provide our men n unform and the familles opportune, 
рапиодапу ta become entrepreneurs by investing In METO. 
кч 

Toute, the AMNSLA isthe second largest nn sack savings 

Sand can association (NSSLA) in te соотту, wth s 230,000 
| members пабопмде. NSSLAS operate on the principie o self- 
dci, whereby members pool resources and ботон from the 
{pool france masc busnesses and emergency ads at 
Tom interest rates, They therefore pay ® scat roe In 
ittonstoming and empowering the Pipino. 
EL. te АМИ edn бе солу m teach 
warez sing progress for cur people and our naten: 
T" MABUHAY KAYONG LAHATI, 


Reput 
Philippines 
Senate 
Pasay City 


My warmest greetings to the officers, staff and members 
of the Аг Materiei Wing Savings and Loan Assocation, Inc. 
AMWSLAD on the occasion of the celebration of AMWSLATS 
‘50th Foundation Anniversary on June 13, 2006... 

; ғог fifty (50) golden years now since Its birth, the 
З AMWSLAL has played a very Important role in the promotion 
T of the interests and welfare of the country's men in uniform 
7 who are at the forefront of the protection and preservation 
Of the most basic rights we al cherish — that of peace, 
Securty and freedom. Being an organization of well-meaning 
citizens, the Golden Jubilee of AMWSLAL deserves а grand 
> celebration to Inspire ls officers, staff and members to be 
‘ever mindful of thelr duty to God, country and people. 
urge ali the great men and women of AMWSLAI to selze 
+ this worthwhile opportunity to dave on crucial issues of the 
‚ day, use their special talents, explore avenues for further 
è innovation, creativity and competitiveness amidst the 
{ ever-present social, economic and political crises In our 
$ country, thereby contribute to the realization of our national 
{development goals and ultimately lead this country towards 
lasting peace, freedom and prosper. 
More power and Mabuhay! 


FRANKLIN M DRILON 


И 


Philippines 
Congress 
, Quezon City 


My warmest resting to the soldiers and polcemen, who 
are members of the Air Materiel Wing Savings and Loon 
Tos кю P E ныз 
13, 2006, with the theme, "50 Taon Ginintuang Serbisyo sa 

| Kawar at Puts" 

The AMWSLALhas contributed to the nancial security and 
well-being of ll Is members, while generating capital for. 
enterprise, Jobs, housing and even charity projects for the 

| benefit of ош sealers and policemen, 

"We in the House of Reprsentatives have crafted urgent 
| and significant reform measures that have strengthened our 
| anti-poverty programs and are helping create the new Füpina 
| mde cass. We have passed the fst ever lon peso budget 
| п history, designed to pump-prime the economy and ensure 
| the continuous and expended delivery of vial public services. 
} _Asthe country's second-largest non-stock savings and ioon 
{ association with PIS bilion In assets, the AMWSLAL В our. 
| dependable ally in promoting economic productivity, corpora 
T generosty and good financial management. 

Ta this golden milestone, I ish AMWSLAL and its members, 

а memorable anniversary. 


Mabuhay! 


205Е DE VENECIA, JR. 
Speaker, 


o the unformed and ovalan employees of me 410th Ar Materiel 
Wing of the Phálppine Ar Force à 

Since then, the association grew in ieaps and bounds and this 
we owe to the more then 230,000 members nationwide from the 
‘Armed Forces of the Philipines, Pippin National Police, Bureau 
‘of Fre Protection, end Bureau of Ja Management and Penclogy { 
Toe supporting us ЗА through the years 

Tt tas not been an easy road In Balancing what в regule to 
have financial sustainably and competing in the market and į 
reaching out to the solers and polcemen in De fil. But Knowing. 
he number of people and faries we've helped, every step of 
седме hard work and perseverance was эй worth А, ч 

ntenaf of our Board c Trustees andthe officers эла staff, wi 
SALUTE all our members and patrons who believed in us and 
remained undaunted and unfazed even during the adverses of. 
mes 

"Today, we celebrate a new beginning, a renews! and 
strengthening of our commitment, to contin to serve and protect , 
the шешз of cur тетет. 

‘Wie would йе also to extend our sincere appreciation to the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilpinas and the Secures and Exchange | 
Соттоп for proving us guidance. We hank also the Department | 
(Of National Defense, Department of the Interior and Local 
Government, Confederation of Non-Stock Savings and Loan 
Associations, Phippice Veterans Bank and Philppine Postal 
Corporation and ali cur banking and service partners for supporting 
and jing us this Gaiden and memorate year of coeratr, 

'GOD BLESS US ALLIT 


con 
Cisean ofthe Board of Trustees 


Republic ofthe 
Philippines 
Department of 
National Defense 


1 convey my heart folctations to the Alr Materie! Wing 
‘Savings and Loan Association, Тас. (AMWSLAT) onthe occason 
"f your 0 Anniversary 

From its humble beginnings In 1956, AMWSLAL, has grown. 
Into a stable and бугат financial калп that offers а wede- 
range of savings ad стейїчозп facies to members ofthe Armed 
Forces of ле рога, the Phigine Natonal Police, and Ihe 
various agences ofthe Department of National Defense and the 
Department of the Interior ane Lace! Governement. 

1o s five decades of exstence, AMWSLAT has established а 
reputable status, not jst in the аге of financial services delivery, 
‘bet эво in the area of strengthening corporate social responsi. 
Ithas succeeded not oniy P helping uplift the economic wel-being 
fof ts members and encouraging te Spt of entrepreneurship i 
"as эво launched numerous endeavors that have benefited our 
Communities 

As AMWSLAI continues to pursue excelence and rab in 
the ceiver of financial services, am certain that you wil deveiop a 
‘more sound and agile marketing ganization that s uy response. 
to customer needs and expetabons. 

Congratuaons and more power! 


AVELINO 3. CRUZ, JR. 


Philippines. 

Department of the 

Interior and Local 
Government 


1 extend my warmest grestings to the officers and members 
ofthe Alr Materiel Wing Savings and Loan Association, Inc. 
(AMWSLAT) on their 50th Anlversary ол June 13, 200. 

Tam heartened that the 50 years of service you have extended 
to your members have beon marked weh excolence Dough 
Programs and projects, n your бевте to help them economicahy 
‘ra fioncaly 

Iris а common knowiodge that members of the uniformed 
sector needed assistance нан thelr meager рау from government 
sch is mare often than nob jt enough to meet ter ames 
pos 

is interesting to note that you are now embarking on» project 
that woul give yow members opportunity to become extrepreneus 
of soror which T salute you for your innovativeness. ts my hope 
‘hat your projects, pacicatany the Banat Myembro may Negosyo 
program, wil serve as а stepping stone for your enterprising 
‘members to move оп with her ives эз independent businessmen 
and entrepreneurs 

May AMWSLAL continue йз commitment to seve Bs meters 
even as R sve to prode. тет. wah benets for money they 
poss 

buy kayong га! 


RONALDO V. PUNO, 
бесеу 


Ө 


Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas 
Manila 
Office of the Governor 


congratulations to Ае Materiel Wing Savings and Loan 
алоо, Inc, for mariing t 50th year of service! 

“Your anniversary meme, 50 Тооп Gintuang Serbisyo sa Kawal 
PUES" cums up д Ле hard work and cedeanon you have shown 


їп your continuing mission tbe of genuine servet your members, ^ 


аз wel a5 your contribution to the growth of tpe non-dtck savings 
and oan assclavon (NSSLA) industry. 

T commend you for your eta to promote Ue growth of NSSLAS 
эз able sources of rcd and other ancor serves rom ange 
"lice wah an Ital сарез of P5,000 when й frst opened in 1996, 
{he association expanded nauoninace wth a Current network f 34 
branches and tal тезш сез of PIS bilon, and serving over 
720,000 members. 

T cát on the association to remain steadfast in responding to 
the needs of ns members. R 1s val that you continuous uphold 
"ical practices Inat vali generate greater confidence and tust cf 
he pub whom you serve. 

1 hope you wil continue to work harder to further improve 
operations ond boost your сорау aed elidency эз an elective 
hare of funds. This way, you con betta sarve and hol our 
countrymen stan а producta and petter Me. 

Tish you success in al your undertakings, 


“fora lt 
AMANDO M. TETANGCO, JR. 


Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City. 

The AMWSLAI — contend with its own 
which is headed by its shares of challenges 
chairman Retired Col. and difficulties, includ- 
Ricardo L. Nolasco, Jr. ing the ups and downs 
— is the second larg- ofthe Philippine econ- 
est non-stock savings оту. But due to the 
and loan association unwavering trust and 
(NSSLA) with over confidence of its 
230,000 members members, AMWSLAI 
from various agencies мас able to weather all 
ofthe Department of trials that came its way. 
National Defense, History: 

Department of Inter- — AMWSLAI — was 
ior and Local Govem- founded in June 13, 
ment, Armed Forces of 1956 by officers, en 
the Philippines, Phil- listed personnel and 
ippine National Police, civilian employees of 
Bureau of Fire Protect- the 410th Air Materiel 
jon, and Bureau of Jail Wing of the Philippine 
Management and Pen- Air Force at then 
ology. Nichols field with an 

The transformation initial capitalization of 
of AMWSLAI from a P5,000. 
modest outfit in 1956 Because of the 
into one of the biggest growing demand for its 
and progressive NSSLA services, AMWSLAI 
in the country did not started ^ accepting 
come about overnight. membership from 
The association hadto other units of the 


fOLASCO IR PAF (RET) 


CHIEF OF STAFF 
‘Armed Forces 


‘camp Emilio Aguinaldo 
Quezon City 


On bei of the men and women of the Armod Forces of the 
Phappres (AFP), 1 wouid Ше to extend my warmest greetings 
эла feictatons to the officers and members ofthe A Materiel 
Weng Savings and Laan Association (AMIWSLAL) on the occasion of 


Т commend the AMWSLAI Board of Trustees under the’ 
leadership of Chatman Colonel Ricardo L Nolasco, Y. (Ret) for | 
implementeg innovate corporate approaches to further enhance $ 
1s services. The recent Loan Amnesty Program (LAP), the. 
“Bawat Miyembro may Negosyo” (BMN) mcio-business 
package and the “Bawat Miyembro Protektado” (BMP) 
in-house hosptal replacement program are just but a fewr of the } 
кел components m tne associons continuing commitment t9. 
prove total quaty serves to їз members 

тоба, the associon has come a long way as К pursue 
progressive polices to achieve s corporate goal to be the leading 
тот зик sangs and ion assocolion m the county TNS 8. 
evidenced by AMWSLATS current corporate resources amounting 
to oer P25 Бох, a bomendousleap from te bal captal айо 
^f P5,000 when the assocaton started operating in 1956. 

My best wats to AMWSLAL for the years to come. 

Mabuhay tayong lahat! 


 GENEROSO S. SENGA 
General, AFP 


OFFICE OF THE CHIEF 
pine 
National Police. 
Camp Crame, Quezon City 


felictations to the Alr Materiel Wing Savings and Loan. 
‘Association on your 50th Founding Anniversary. 

eh over 230,000 members rom the Armed Forces of the 
Phaippnes, the Phitppine Natonal Роке, the Deparment of 
atonal Defense and the Department of the Interior and Local 
‘Government, your savings and loan assocaton has become а) 
роле force fr the economic empowerment of those who serve ; 
Inthe trontines of our secuty and defense esabahments. 

The theme of your annwversary, "90 Taon Ginintuang 
Serbisyo sa Kawal at Pulls" s very арор, for улун. 
he eficere and prompt болив of services W all your members. 

The Pnélppme рол oce shares your огап on tns. 
'sanitcant occasion, We hope that (he AMVSLAI wil work наві 
‘even greater dedication, and strive to further strengthen the 
ncitution athe years ahead, because a secure and sable savings 
эла loan sezocaton& edspensabetotne тетот and morale of , 
{he men and women who are responsble for Une nations defense | 
and the maintenance of pesce and order п our communes. 

‘Congratulations and mere power! 


1 
cmd 
жо ш 


ў 
Confederation of ў 
i — Non-Stock Savings and | 
i — Loan Associations, Inc. j 


Congratusations to the Ак Materiel Wing Savings and Loan 
‘Assocation, Inc for your continuing commiument to rog abeut 
татр, conscoussess and kom assistance to your members 
бозлы neces. 

The growth of ANWSLAT attests nct only to your vibity as a { 
catalyst for cange, bur ано ta your own vison as а hardy group} 
190 mon and women tat ams lo hop each other and Mt cach | 
"rers eor vor 9 осы papas ond usan for W $ 
Deverment ofthe bres c your member. 

To survive lor 50 усал wh a ле challenges that came your 
‘way эл date urampi of Ube numan эрий, 

парру ealebraton ond Godspeed. 


жвб 6 nls. bone f 


Philippine Air Force 
after three years of 
continued operation. 

In 1963, AMWSLAT 
obtained a licensed 
from the Central Bank 
of the Philippines, one 
of the first savings and 
loan associations to 
operate pursuant to 
Republic Act 3779, 
otherwise known as the 
Savings and Loan Act of 
1963. 

In 1965, AMWSLAT 
together with other 
savings and loan 
associations from var- 
ious sectors of society, 
became founding mem- 
bers of the Philippine 
League of Savings and 
Loan Associations and 
the Confederation of 
Non-Stock Savings and 
Loan Associations 
(CONSLA). 

In 1966, AMWSLAL 
began operating PAF 
wide, extending its 
services even to the 
remotest units of the 
Air Force in Luzon, 
Visayas, and Minda- 
nao. 

In 1989, AMWSLAT 
was the first NSSLA to 
introduce automated 
dividend operations. In 
succeeding years, loan 
processing, records 
and archives, collection 
and accounts manage- 
ment and other areas 
of operation were also 
computerized. 

In 1997, AMWSLAT 
was among the in- 
dustry leaders that 
successfully lobbied for 
а new law to govern the. 
NSSLA industry, which 
is the RA 8367, which 
expands development 
opportunities — for 
NSSLAs and protects 
the salary deduction 
system from violation 
and unscrupulous man- 
ipulation. 

Vision and mission: 

Today, AMWSLAI's 
prominent position in 
the industry serves as 
a testimony of the 
ploneering spirit of its 
founders, and the 
determination апа 
dedication of all those. 
who carried on the 
torch of leadership and 
responsibility in the 
years that followed. 

Like in the past, 
AMWSLAT contin- 
uuously seeks to be ће 
premiere non-stock 
savings and loan asso- 
ciation in the Philip- 
pines and be contin- 
ously recognized as 
role model of business 
viability, management 
excellence and total 
customer satisfaction. 


Profile of Sec. Michael Defensor 


Secretary Michael Tan Defensor was elected 
congressman of the Third District of Quezon Cy in 
1995, the youngest member of the House of 
Representatives, He won reelection In 1998. Defensor 
soon distinguished himself а а leading member of the. 
group of young legislators in the House. 

Не was named one of the Top 10 Legislators, New 
Milennium's Most Outstanding Solon and Most 
Consistent Outstanding Congressman for three 
consecutive years by the Gladiators Magazine and 
Congress Watch Magazine. Reelected in 1998, Defensor 
was voted by his party-mates as assistant minority floor 
leader of the 11th Congress. 

Defensor was the former secretary of the 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
before he маз appointed by Pres. Giorla Macopagal- 
Arroyo as her chief of staff. 

Following Pres. Arroyo's assumption of the 
presidency, Defensor was named Presidential Adviser 
fon Housing and chairman of the Housing and Urban 
Development Coordinating Council (HUDCC). He was 
awarded Most Outstanding Cabinet Secretary by the 
Санай Pagilingkod Metro Mania Radio Reporters 
Organization in 2002 in recognition of his performance 
as chaman of HUDCC. In 1999, he was cited by 
Asiaweek as one of Asia's Political Leaders of tho New 
Millennium. 


Sec. Mike Defensor 

The scope of 
AMWSLAI's mission has 
come to include not 
only the needs of its 
members but also that 
of the community it is 
part of: 

а) To provide afford- 
able financing assist- 
ance to its members 
and give a fair and 
equitable return on 
their investments; 

b) To preserve and 
develop the company's 
reputation for reliab- 
Жу, integrity, financial 
strength and high qual- 
ity of customer service; 

€) To be a respon- 
sible citizen of the 
community it serves 
and wherever its 
business affairs are 
conducted. 

To the Filipino sold- 
ier, AMWSLAT's name 
has become synonym- 
ous with strength, 
stability, reliability, trust. 
and unwavering сот- 
mitment to render total 
quality service. But to 
the country as a whole, 
this very strength has 
contributed to building 
our national economy. 
Profile: 

Confidence п 
AMWSLAT'S leadership 
and service improve- 
ment programs, as well 
as steadily increasing 
demand for its service 
resulted in growth of 
membership от 
17,500 in 1987 to 
225,375 in 2004. 

From an initial 
capitalization of P5,000 
in 1956, AMWSLAI'S 
assets increased from 
P171.25 million in 1987 
to an unprecedented 
PIS billion in 2004. 

The past five de- 
cades saw a tremend- 
ous increase in net 
income for AMWSLAI 
— from less than P100. 
million in 1987 to P2.4 
billion in 2004. 

In 1987, AMWSLAI 
granted a total of 
11,698 loans with a 
total value of P83.5 
million. In the years 
that followed, its loan 
portfolio attained 
phenomenal growth. In 
2004, a record loans 
output valued at P9.5 
billion was registered. 

(Turn to page 7) 
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Special Project 


‘50 Taon Ginintuang Serbisyo sa Kawal at Pulis* 


AMWSLAI marks 50th Foundation Anniversary 
today; Sec. Michael Defensor is guest of honor 


Presidential Chief of Staff Michael T. Defensor is the guest of honor and 
keynote speaker at the 50th Founding Anniversary celebration of the Air 
Materiel Wing Savings and Loan Association Inc. (AMWSLAI) today at the 
Tejeros Hall, Armed Forces of the Philippines Commissioned Officers Country, 


MALACARAN PALACE 
MANILA 


Warmest greetings to the management and staf of the 
Air Materiel Wing Savings and Loan Association, Inc. 
эв you mark your 50th Foundation Anniversary. 

‘Your anniversary theme, "50 Taon Ginintuang Serbisyo 
зә Kawal at Pulis,” highlights your accomplishments in 
Serving the financial needs of our Soldiers and policemen in 
the lat five decades. 

Tam pleased by your “Bawat Miyembro may Negosyo” 
and Bawat Miyembro Protektado” programs as they will 
surely go а long way in enhancing the lives of your 
benefcies. May you continue coming up with worthy projects 
that provide your members with access to livelihood and 
business opportunities that wil heip them secure а brighter 
fure for their families. 

1 urge you to rally behind the government in pushing 
forward ош development agenda to fight poverty and 
engender genuine progress and stabilty In our country. 
Together, we shall beat the odds! 

More power and Mabuhay kayong lahat! 


л. б 
Giana баду 
GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO 


Republic of the 
Philippines 
Office of the Vice 
President 


My warmest greetings and congratulations to the Air 
Materiel Wing Savings and Loan Association, Inc. 
(AMWSLAT) as celebrates its Golden Foundation Anniversary 
оп June 13, 2006. 

Аа you celebrate this milestone under the theme, "50 Taon 
Grintueng Serbispo sa Kawa at Pulis,” tis worthwhile to ponder 
оп your past successes to inspire you as you work on your ten- 
point pronty towards business Мару, management ексейелсе, 
nd toral customer satisfaction. And as you turnover AMWSLAT 
checks for your “Banat Miyembro may Negosyo” and “Bawat 
Miyembro Protektado" member-beneficiaries, be proud that you 
provide our men In uniform and their families opportunites, 
Dartewarly to become entrepreneurs by investing in micro 
businesses 

то date, the AMWSLAI isthe second largest nor-stock savings 
‘and loan association (NSSLA) in the country, with Rs 230,000 
members nationwide. NSSLAS operate on the ропорі of self- 
help, whereby members pool resources and borrow from the 
pool to finance этай сае businesses and emergency needs at 
low Interest rates. They therefore play а significant role in 
transforming and empowering the Filipino. 

1 jin the AMWSLAL їп leading the country in the march 
towards lasting progress for our people and our nation. 

MABUHAY KAYONG LAHAT! 


Sto 
NOLI “KABAYAN” DE CASTRO 


Republic of the. 
Philippines 
Senate 
Pasay City 

My warmest greetings to the officers, staff and members 
of the Air Materiel Wing Savings and Loan Associaton, Inc 
(AMYISLAL) on the occasion of the celebration of AMWSLATS 
50th Foundation Anniversary on June 13, 2006. 

For fifty (50) golden years now since its birth, the 
AMWISLAT has played а very important rol in the promotion 
© the interests and welfare of the country's men uniform 
‘who are at the forefront of the protection and preservation 
' the most basic rights we all cherish — that of peace, 
Securty and freedom. Being an organization of well-meaning 
citizens, the Golden Jubilee of AMWSLAL deserves а grand 
Celebration to Inspire its officers, staff and members to be 
‘ever mindful of their duty to God, country and people 

Turge ali the great men and women of AMWSLAI to seize 
this wore opportunity to delve on crucial issues of the 
ay, use thelr special talents, explore avenues for further 
innovation, creativity and competitiveness amidst the 
‘ever-present social, economic and politcal crises in our 
‘county, thereby contribute to the realization of our national 
development goals and ultimately lead this country towards 
lasung peace, freedom and prosperity. 

Моге power and Mabuhay! 


FRANKLIN M DRILON 
Senate President 


Republic of the 
Philippines 
Congress 
Quezon City 


My warmest greetings to the soldiers and policemen, who 
are members of the Air Materiel Wing Savings end Loan 
‘Association Ine. on your 50th Foundation Anniversary on June. 
13, 2006, with the theme, "50 Тооп Ginintuang Serbisyo sa 
Kawat at Psi" 

"The AMWSLAI has contributed to the financia security and. 
well-being of all ns members, while generating capital for 
enterprise, jobs, housing and even charity projects for the 
benefit of cur soldiers and policemen. 

We In the House of Reprsentatves have crafted urgent 
and significant reform measures that have strengthened our 
anti-poverty programs and are helping create the new їл 
‘middie dass. We have passed the first ever rlon-peso budget 
"n history, designed to pump-prime the economy and ensure 
‘the continuous and expanded delvery of vial public services 

‘As the country’s second-largest non-stock savings and oan. 
association with PIS bition In assets, te AMWSLAL Is cur 
dependable aly in promoting economic productivity, corporate 
generosity and good financial management. 

a In trus golden milestone, I wsh AMWSLAI and ts members. 
э memorable anniversary. 


Mabuhay! 


208 DE VENECIA, JR. 
Speaker 


ir Materiel Wing 
Savings and Loan 
Association, Inc. 


to the uniformed and cian employees of the 410th Air Materiel 
Wing of tre Piippine Ax Force 

ice then, the association grew n leas and bounds and this 
Me owe tothe more han 230.000 members nationwide from the 
med Forces of tva Phigpis, Pilppinc National Pole, Borea 
' Fre Protection, and Bureau o Jal Management and Penology 
foe supporting us Әй through the years 

Tt as nol been an easy road in balancing what в requires to 
have financial sustahabity and competing in the market and 
reaching out lo the solers nd policemen in the Пе. But Knowing 
the number of people and fares we've helped, every step of 
colective hard work and perseverance was эй worth R- 

їп enait of our Bosr of Trustees and the officers and stat we 
‘SALUTE all our members and patrons who Deleved in us and 
remained undaunted and unfazed even during the adversities of 
К 

Today, we celebrate a new beginning, а renewal and 
strengoering of our commitment, to contin to serve and protect 
the mterest of cur members 

Wie would Ike ato to extend our sncere appreciation to the 
Bangro Sentral ng Plipings and the Secuntes and Exchange 
Comsmsson tr proving us guidance. We thank aiso the Department 
of National Defense, Department of the Interior and Local 
Government, Confederation of Nor-Stock Savings and Loan 
‘Associations, Philippine Veterans Bank and Phiipoine Postal 
Corporation and al ол banking and service partners for supporting 
and отып us in thes Golden and mororobie year of celebration. 

боо BLESS US ALL. 


cit et russa an 


Charman of the Board of Trustees 


1 convey my heater fetctations tothe Air Materiel Wing 
Savings and Loon Association, Ine. (AMWSLAT) on tpe occasan. 
"your Sm Anniversary 

From ts humble begerungs in 1956, AMWSLAL, tos grown 
Into а stable and dynam лапа sion that ces a vrae. 
‘ange of savings and credit oan facies to members of tne Armed 
Force of the Phiippnes, Le Phappine казата Роке, and the 
Various agences of tne Department of National Defense and the 
Department of the Interior ana Local Government 

T ив пме decades of cxstence, AMWSLAT has established а 
reputable status, not just In the area of francal senvces every, 
ыа also m Ux area cf sirengthening corporate social respon souy. 
Tt hos succeeded not ony n hein wht the economic we Deng 
оГ ts members and encouraging the эри of entrepreneurs. t 
Баз эво munene numerous endeavors bat have benefted our 
communes 

AS AMWSLAT continues to pursue excellence and resabity in 
the ceiver of fnancat seraces, 1 am certain that you wil develop a 
тоге sound and эде marketing organization that trdy responsive 
To customer needs эла expeciatons. 

Congotultons and mare power! 


F 


Department of 
National Defense 


AVELINO 3. CRUZ, OR. 


Republic of the 
Philippines. 
Department of the 
Interior and Local 
Government 


extend my warmest greetings to the officers and members 
ofthe Alr Materiel Wing Savings and Loan Association, Inc. 
(AMWSLAT) on тен Soth Anlversary on June 13, 2006. 

Tom nearened tat te SO years of service you Pave extended 
to your members have been marked with excelence through 
programs and рео, in your сезге to help them economical 
rd financial 

Rls а common knowledge that members of the uniformed 
sector needed assistance wih ther meager pay from government 
"йз more often than not just. enough to meet Vier lames 
needs 

Ris intresting to rote hat you are now embarking on a project 
that woud give your meters eppartunty to become ertrepeneurs 
"f sort for which T saute you for your mnovetveness. Its my hope 
at your projects, partcworty the Samat Miembro may Negosyo 
program, wil serve эз 3 stepping stone for your entering 
‘members to move on wh ther Ives as Independant businessmen 
and entrepreneurs 

Hay AMWSLAT connue i s commitment to sene Ls members 
even as але то provde tiem wa benefts for money Uy 
investi. 

Mabuhay kayong lanati 


RONALDO V. PUNO 
Secretary 


Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas 
Manila 
Office of the Governor. 


Congratulations to Alr Materiet Wing Savings and Loan 
Associaton, lnc, for тагыл ts Sth year of service! 

Your anniversary рете, '50 aon Ginintuang Serbisyo sa Kamal 
Puls" sums up a the hard work and ceocaon you have shown 
în yoorcorteung misson о bed gorune serve to your members, 
эз тей as your conurbation to tne growth of the noe sick savings 
and can азоо (USSA) duty 

commend you for your efonts à promote the growth of NSSLAS 
эз able элте» of crest and ovner nanc serves. From а sega 
"ice wah an lta сараш of P5,000 when k frs opened in 1956, 
ine вузов expanded пазат wth а current netmork ol 34 
branches and total resources of PIS Binon, and serong over 
230000 members. 

T call on ine sesccison to remain stesdast lÀ responding to 
the noeds of ts members. П val tha you contnucugy uphold 
eal practices nat wil generate greater confience and Wust cf 
ine puc whom you serve 

1 Pope you wii contrue to work harder to further improve 
operations and boost your capabily апа еселеу as an elective 
Channel of funds. TH say, you can beter serve aed help our 
‘countrymen anai a productive and vetter Ме. 

T wish you sucess in all your nderlongs. 


ъа 


AMANDO м. TETANGCO, JR. 
Governor 


Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City. 


The AMWSLAI — contend with its own 
which is headed by its shares of challenges 
Chairman Retired Col. апа difficulties, includ- 
Ricardo L. Nolasco, Jt. ing the ups and downs 
— is the second larg. ofthe Philippine econ- 
est non-stock savings оту. But due to the 
and loan association unwavering trust and 
(NSSLA) with over confidence of its 
230,000 members members, AMWSLAI 
from various agencies мас able to weather ail 
of the Department of іла that came its way. 
National Defense, History: 
Department of Inter — AMWSLAI was 
ior and Local Govern- founded in June 13, 
ment, Armed Forces of 1956 by officers, en- 
the Philippines, Phil- listed personnel and 
ірріпе National Police, civilian employees of 
Bureau of Fire Protect- the 410th Air Materiel 
ion, and Bureau of Jail Wing of the Philippine 
Management and Pen- Air Force at then 
ology. Nichols field with an 
The transformation initial capitalization of 
of AMWSLAI from a P5,000. 
modest outfit in 1956 Because of the 
into one of the biggest growing demand for its 
and progressive NSSLA services, AMWSLAI 
in the country did not started ^ accepting 
соте about overnight. membership (гот 
The association hadto other units of the 


я 
Ll 


CHIEF OF STAFF 
Armed Forces. 
of the Philippines 
Camp Emilio Aguinaldo 
Quezon City 


Pháippnes (AFP), I would We to extend my warmest greetings 
and осол to te кету ond members o tne Alr Materiel 
Wo Savings эга Loan Association (АНЕ. on the occasion of 
your 50th Founcation Anniversary celebration on June 13,2006. 

"Ta s а momentous occason forthe more than 230,000 
member Фе AMSAL 251500 to тен hens im ts corporate 
Derlormance The theme: "50 Taon Ginintuang Serbisyo 53 
Kawal at Pais" renec es cortreong pursut to provide mutua, 
боло, эла educational serwces to Кз members n keeping wth 
Avision ss o corporate modal or business abl, management 
excetencs эла tota customer заво. 

T commend the AMWSLAL Бом of Trustees under the 
leadership of Chairman Coloni Ricardo L Nolasco, 3. (Ret) for 
“етелу ovate corporate approaches to further enhance 
"s serwces. The recent Loan Amnesty Program (LAP), the 
awat Miyembro may Negosyo- (BMN) tco bosress 
package and the “Bawat Miyembro Protektado” (BMP) 
челове hosptal reniacement program are jst but a few ofthe 
безл components i tne assccatons contnuing соттал to 
provide total quality services to s members, 

“Today, the association has come а long way as t pursues 
progresso peces to achieve аз corporate goal a be the leading 
Pon stoc srangs and loon assccalion m the county Ths Б 
Фебепсев by AMWSUATS curent corporate resources amounting 
шоу P15 bikon, atrenondooslesp om (ne ital captai fuse 
э P5,000 when the assocubon started operating m 1956. 

My est wes to АМИА: for tne years Lo come. 

Mabuhay tayong lahat! 


GENEROSO S. SENGA 
General, AFP 


OFFICE OF THE CHIEF 
Philippine 


Camp Crame, Quezon City 


le a distinct honor and prindege to extend my warmest 
felictations to the Alr Materiel Wing Savings and Loan 
Association on your 50th Founding Anniversary. 

eh over 230000 members from the Armed ғос of the 
Phligpines, the Phipoina Navona! Poe the Department of 
Nabonal Defense and tne Department cf ihe Intenor and Local 
Government, your savings and loan association has become à 
pose forc forthe economie empowerment of rose who serve 
inthe frontanes of our securty and afence estthstvnents 

"The theme of your anniversary, "50 Taon Ginintuang 
Serbisyo so Kawal at Pulls" в very appropriate, for giis 
ihe dent and prompt deivery of serves o al your members. 

The Praippne Natons! Ponce shares your Jubiauon on hs 
зба oceason. We hope Wat the AHWSLAL wil wr wah 
Eren greater dedicaton, and sve to further strengen the 
ауды m the years ahead, because a secu and statie savings 
and ioan assocubon В inaspensable to tne wefare and morale of 
ihe moo and women who are response for tne nator’ detense 
and ie maintenance ot peace and order i our communities. 

Congratulations and more poser 


ARTURO C LOMIBAO 
Коке рево General 
сме, Phitppne Nationa Polce 


Ai 


Confederation of 
Non-Stock Savings and 
Loan Associations, Inc. 


CCongratuavons to the Al Materiel Wing Savings and Loan 


"The growth of AMNSLALatests not оп} to your vitlly as а 
atat for change, b aiso о your own vision as a hardy group 
‘of men and women Oat amns fo hei each other and M, each 
"ther sprit by way of spec projets and assistance fr the 
Detlermont ofthe ves of your member 

"o sorvwo for SO years wah a Ue challenges that came your, 
жат an umate tnemph ofthe human spa. 

Happy esenravon end Gotspece 


anceLito б bome 
Present 


BEST COPY AV П.А ВІ 


Philippine Air Force 
after three years of 
continued operation. 

In 1963, AMWSLAT 
obtained a licensed 
from the Central Bank 
of the Philippines, one 
ог the first savings and 
loan associations to 
operate pursuant to 
Republic Act 3779, 
otherwise known as the. 
Savings and Loan Act of 
1963. 

In 1965, AMWSLAL 
together with other 
savings and loan 
associations from var- 
ious sectors of society, 
became founding mem: 
bers of the Philippine 
League of Savings and 
Loan Associations and 
the Confederation of 
Non-Stock Savings and 
Loan Associations 
(CONSLA). 

In 1966, AMWSLAT 
began operating PAF 
wide, extending its 
services even to the 
remotest units of the 
Air Force in Luzon, 
Visayas, and Minda- 
nao. 

In 1989, AMWSLAI 
was the first NSSLA to 
introduce automated 
dividend operations. In 
succeeding years, loan 
processing, records 
and archives, collection. 
and accounts manage- 
ment and other areas 
of operation were also 
computerized 

In 1997, AMWSLAL 
was among the in- 
dustry leaders that 
successfully lobbied for 
а new law to govern the 
NSSLA industry, which 
is the RA 8367, which 
expands development 
opportunities — for 
NSSLAs and protects 
the salary deduction 
System from violation 
and unscrupulous man- 
ipulation 
Vision and mission: 

Today, AMWSLAI's 
prominent position in 
the industry serves as 
a testimony of the 
pioneering spirit of its 
founders, and the 
determination and 
dedication of all those 
who carried on the 
torch of leadership and 
responsibility in the 
years that followed. 

Like эп the past, 
AMWSLAI — contin 
uously seeks to be ће 
premiere non-stock 
savings and loan asso: 
ciation in the Philip: 
pines and be contin 
uously recognized as 
role model of business 
viability, management 
excellence and total 
customer satisfaction, 


Sec. Mike Defensor 

The scope uf 
AMWSLAI's mission has 
come to include not 
only the needs of its 
members but also that 
of the community it is 
part of: 

a) To provide afford- 
able financing assist- 
ance to its members 
and give a fair and 
equitable return оп 
their investments; 

b) To preserve and 
develop the company’s 
reputation for reliab- 
ilty, integrity, financial 
strength and high qual- 
ity of customer service; 

c) To be a respon 
sible citizen of the 
community it serves 
and wherever its 
business affairs are 
conducted 

To the Filipino sold- 
тег, AMWSLAI's name 
has become synonym- 
ous with strength, 
stability, reliability, trust 
and unwavering com- 
mitment to render total 
quality service. But to 
the country as a whole, 
this very strength has 
contributed to building 
our national economy. 
Profile: 

Confidence іп 
AMWSLAI's leadership. 
and service improve- 
ment programs, as well 
as steadily increasing 
demand for its service 
resulted in growth of 
membership {гот 
17,500 in 1987 to 
225,375 in 2004. 

From ап initial 
capitalization of P5,000 
in 1956, AMWSLAI's 
assets increased from 
P171.25 million in 1987 
to an unprecedented 
P15 billion in 2004. 

The past five de 
cades saw а tremend: 
ous increase in net 
income for AMWSLAI 

from less than P100. 
million in 1987 to P2.4 
billion «n 2004. 

In 1987 AMWSLAL 
granted а total of 
11,698 loans with 
total value of P83. 
million. In the years 
that followed, its toan 
porttolio attained 
phenomenal growth. In 
2004, a record 'oans 
output valued at Р9.5 
billion was registered 

(Turn to page 7) 


Profile of Sec. Michael Defensor 


Secretary Michael Tan Defenso was ecte 
congressman of the Third District of Quezon “ity 
1995, the youngest member of the Hous: 
Representatives. He won reelection in 1998. Defense 
soon distinguished himselt аъ а leading membe” ut the 
group of young legislators in the House. 

He was named one of the Top 10 Legislato ‚Мен 
Millennium's Most Outstanding Suier ana Must 
Consistent Outstanding Congressman for thre: 
consecutive years by the Gladiators Magazine and 
Congress Watch Magazine. Redlected in 1998, Defensur 
маз voted by his party-mates as assistant minority Пос 
leader of the 11th Congress 

Defensor was the forme: secretary of the 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
before he was appointed by Pres Giona Macapagal- 
Arroyo as her chief of staff. 

Following Pres Arroyo's assumption of the 
presidency, Defensor was named Presidential Adviser 
оп Housing and chairman of the Housing and Urban 
Development Coordinating Council (HUDC. He was 
awarded Most Outstanding Cabmel Secretary by the 
Gawad Paglüngkod Metro Mania Radio Reporters 
Organizaton in 2002 in recognition of lus performance 
as charman of HUDCC In 1999. ^e wu «ited by 
Asiaweek as one of Asia's Pollucal Leader. of the New 
Millenntum. 
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Special Project 


The AMWSLAI Board of Trustees 


Program of Activities 
Tuesday, 13 June 2006 


6:30 p.m. Invocation 
Philippine National Anthem 
AMWSLAT Нут. 
‘AMWSLAI Choir 
Presentation of Awards 
‘Sec. MICHAEL T DEFENSOR , 
Presidential Chief of Staff, Office of the President 
Guest of Honor and Speaker 
assisted by 
COL RICARDO L NOLASCO, JR PAF (RET) 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees, AMWSLAT 


Ў 


Col Ricardo 
L. Nolasco Jr. 
Chairman 


Ruben 
C. Estepa 
Vice Chairman 


Cedric 
V. Reyes 
Secretary 


Morado 
О. Mercado 
Auditor 


Turnover of AMWSLAI Commemorative Stamp. 
Mr. LUIS D CARLOS. 
Asst. Postmaster General for Marketing 
в Business Development with 
Ms. ELIZABETH CTUNGOL 
Asst. Postmaster General for Finance 
Philippine Postal Corporation 

to 


E. Dimapilis 
Treasurer 


COL RICARDO L NOLASCO JR PAF (RET) 
Chairman's Address and Introduction of 
Guest of Honor 
COL RICARDO L NOLASCO JR PAF (RET) 
Remarks 
Sec. MICHAELT DEFENSOR 
Presentation of Plaque of Appreciation 
COL RICARDO L NOLASCO JR PAF (RET) 
Dinner & Entertainment. 
Emcees: 


Rolando 
S. Cacabelos 
Trustee 


Thaddeus 
P. Estalilla 
Trustee. 


Antonio 
Gumba 
Trustee 


Ricardo 
P. Perido 
Trustee 


Cesar 
S. Toledanes 
Trustee. 


Alma P. Dargantes and 
Napoleon Joseph DG Violago 


AMWSLAI Management Officers (From 
left): Socorro T. Gustilo, Manager-Head Of- 
fice Branch; Rina Michaela J. Galido, Man- 
ager for Human Resources and Administra- 
tion; Vivian F. Gonzales, Deputy Chief Oper- 
ating Officer; Col. Carlyzar 5. Divinagracia 
(GSC), Acting President and Chief Executive 
Officer; Irene M, Sarmiento, Manager for 
Audit; Vivian H. Pesebre, Manager for Man- 
agement Information Service; and Juliet V. 
Cadiz, Manager-Villamor Air Base Branch. 


po 


AMWSLAI marks 50th КООП ET Nave 


sais 


(From page 6) Courtesy call with PAF CG Gen. Jose Reyes 


Capital contribution changes in AMWSLAT 
amounted to P64.14 to institute decisive 
million in 1987 and soar апа meaningful ref- 
to an impressive P14 опт within AMWSLAT. 
billion in 2004. Members shall be 
Plans and programs: assured of better eco- 

AMWSLAI once nomic prospects, 
more Is ready to carry тоге welfare program 
out its plans and prog- as well as improve- 
rams. ments in the electoral 

The Board of Trust- — process. 
ees commits to under- Offices 
take the much- needed ^ AMWSLAT has purs- 


PILIPINAS, 


AMWSLAI COMMEMORATIVE STAMPS. 
Top photos show the two stamps of AMWSLAI 
to commemorate the 50th Foundation 
Anniversary of the association. 


ued its expansion drive 
by putting up offices in 
strategic areas all over 
the offices are all 
manned by efficient 
and capable AMWSLAT 
employees. To date, it 
has a total of 34 offices 
nationwide servicing 
the needs of its 
members 

Board of Trustees: 

The composition of 
the highest policy 
making body of 
AMWSLAL is the 11 
Board of Trustees 
headed by the Chair- 
man of the Board, 
Retired PAF Col. Ric- 
ardo L. Nolasco, Jr 
Senior Management 
Officers: 

The Senior Manage- 
ment Officers is headed 
by the President and 
Chief Executive Officer, 
Col. Carlyzar S. Divina- 
gracia, PAF (GSC). 
Products and serv- 
ices: 

To meet the needs 
and demands of its 
members, AMWSLAI 
offers the following 
service 
Loans: 

Consumption Loan 
— Maximum loanable 
amount is 12 times the 
member's gross month- 
ly pay with up to 48 
months repayment 
term. 

Emergency Loan — 
Maximum loanable am- 


ount of about P15,000 
net with 12 months to 
60 months repayment 
term. 

‘Copital-backed Loan 
— Loan that is guar- 
anteed by the mem- 
ber's total capital con- 
tribution. 

Real Estate/Collat- 
eral Loan — Maximum 
loanable amount of 
about P1.5 million with 
up to 10 years repay- 
ment term. 

Microfinance Loan 
— This type of loan is 
‘open to members and 
their spouses who wish 


AMWSLAI mascot. 
Gilas is the name of the 
new mascot of the 
AMWSLAI which was 
conceptualized Бу 
Raymond Nolasco. The 
name was chosen by 
the AMWSLAI Board of 
Trustees from more 
than 150 entrles in the. 
"Мате the Mascot” 
contest which was 
launched three months 
ago. The member- 
winner said Gilas 
symbolizes | power, 
strength and hope. 


to set-up a micro- 
business; maximum 
loanable amount is 
P25,000, with up to 12 
months repayment 
term. 
Special Products: 

Bawat Miyembro 
Protektado (BMP) —1 
is an income replace- 
ment program in case 
of hospital confine- 
ment due to accident, 
injury or sickness, 
wherein enrolled 
member is given 
P1,000 daily cash 
benefit for each day of 
confinement up to 365 
days and P2,000 cash 
benefit a day for a 
maximum of 30 days 
for confinement in an 
Intensive Care Uni 

Mutual Benefit 
Fund (MBF) — This 
provides immediate. 
financial assistance of 
P50,000 to the 
beneficiaries of a 
deceased AMWSLAI 
member for only Р50- 
monthly contribution 
for 120 months. 
Social and commun- 
ity commitments 

+ Financed the con- 
struction of more than 
4,000 housing units in 
the Airmen's Villages 
of Villamor, Basa and 
Fernando Air Base, 
and at the Signal 
Village in Taguig. 

inanced the ac- 

quisition of more than 


5,000 jeepneys and 
tricycles, 3,000 small 
business projects like 
market stalls, auto re- 
pair shops, etc. and 
more than 1,000 agro- 
livestock ventures. 

* Sponsored more 
than 100 college 
scholars to the grad- 
uation line thru the 
AMWSLAI Scholarship 
Fund. 

* Regularly sup- 
ports the activities of 
the Philippine National 
Red Cross, the AFP. 
Medical Center, Philip- 
pine Marine Corps Med- 
ical Aide Stations, PAF 
General Hospital and 
other field hospitals of 
the AFP, the AFP and 
Ladies Club of major 
services, and other 
charity projects. 

+ AMWSLAT has paid 
a total of P94.5 million 
worth of cash abuloy 
to beneficiaries of 
1,891 deceased Mutual 
Benefit Fund members/ 
AFP personnel for 
calendar years 1998, 
1999, 2000, 2001, 
2002, 2003 and 2004. 

+ Due to rational 
management of funds 
and efficacies gained 
from operations, 
AMWSLAL, thru the 
CONSLA (composed of 
more than 120 NSSLAs) 
— has consistently been 
cited as one of the 
best-run entities 


CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS 
AMWSLAI Building corner Boni Serrano & 18th 
Avenues, Murphy, Cubao Quezon City 
911-30-30 (connecting all departments) 


BACOLOD OFFICE Ра 
Door 1, AA Bldg, Magsaysay Ave. Singcang, yf 
Bacolod Cy * Contact No.: (034) 434-6108 d 
BENGUET OFFICE H 

Unit 202, and Floor, D & L Bldg. 2, JC 108 j 

Km 5, Pico, La Trinidad, Benguet Ў? i 
Contact Nos.: (074) 422-7366; (074) 

BASA AIR BASE OFFICE 4 
Concessionares Area, Floridablanca. Й 

Contact Nos.: (045) 970-0299 local 


CABANATUAN BRANCH $ 
Del Piar Extension, Barrio sang, 
044) 463-8833; (04 
CAGAYAN DE ORO BRANCH (Ў @ 
Misamis Onental, Physicians’ Nures] 
Bldg. Agoho Drive, Carmen, Cagaval 
Contact Nos.: (088) 858-2903; (088, 
CALAPAN OFFICE [S 
Rizal St, Calapan, Oriental Mindohó 4 
Contact Nos.: (043) 268-3984; (048) a 
CAMP AGUINALDO BRANCH | Ñ} 


om 


CAMP OLIVAS OFFICE 
уппа Bunding, McArthur Highway, San А 
San Fernando, Pampanga 

Contact No.: (045) 860-5381 


CATBALOGAN OFFICE 
3rd Floor, Moratal Bldg. corner San Francisco Street 
Mabini Avenue, Catbalogan, Western Samar 
Contact No * (055) 251-5131 

CAVITE BRANCH 

Padre Gomez Street, Cavite 

Contact Nos.: (046) 431-4453; (046) 504-1585 


CEBU CITY BRANCH 


Lot 68-8, Salinas Drive, Lahug, Cebu City 
Contact Nos. . (032) 233-3285; (032) 233,098. 


098, 


(078) 652-0330; (0/8) 652-0332. 


LAGUNA BRANCH 


i Don Bosco Street, Mayapa, Calamba, Laguna 
ontact Nos: (049) 834-4135;(049) 531-4208 


ComačE Nage 8h 2979 


LUCENA OFFICE 


а 


1370 Purok Masagana, Bgy. Gulang-Gulang, Lucena City 
Contact Nos.:(042) 373-6932; (042)373-6086 


AMWSLAI Branch and Liaison Offices 


LIPA CITY BRANCH 


Barangay Sico, National Highway, Lipa City, Batangas 


(infront of Fernando Air Base) 


+043) 404-0068 to 70 


NAGA BRANCH 


Romero Building, Pefiafrancla Avenue, Naga City 
Nos.: (054) 472-6666; 472-7477 


Ave, West Bajac-Bajac, Olongapo City 
(047) 224-18595 


(d, Dagupan City 
) 522-5694; (075) 515-6139 


Philippine 


ity 
46-5600 (074) 446-5691 


TTY BRANCH 
» Princesa Ску, Palawan 


pous; 


о corner 


К. Francisco, McArthur Highway, Tarlac City 


045) 985-0465; 


Ws, Dizon Apt., Diversion Road, Caritan Centre 
rao, Cagayan * Contact No.: 
ILLAMOR AIR BASE BRANCH 
‘Comer th and Mantunas Sts, Villamor Alr Base, Pasay Ct 


Contact No.: 853-3030 


ZAMBOANGA CITY BRANCH 
Sta Mana, Zamboanga City 


(front of Edwin Andrews Аг Base) 
(062) 993-2325; (062) 991-5771 


Contact Nos. 


е Military Academy 


(048) 434-3159 


(045) 985-0210 


(078) 844-1594 


National Shoper’s Choice Awards winner 


The AMWSLAL Incorporators 


AUGUSTO L JURADO 
JUAN B GUEVARA 
FRANCISCO N PUNZALAN 
ANTONIO G TAMAYO 
RICARDO S MENDOZA 
PEDRO C ARGOSINO 
AURELIO Р САМАСНО 


Acknowledgement 


Major sponsors: 
Grepalife 
I-Bank-Pasong Тато Branch 
Malayan Insurance Company 
NetSecure Technology Service 
Red Fox Security, Inc. 
Rizal Commercial Banking Corporal 
Tektite Branch 
Triple A Insurance Agency 


Minor sponsors; 


5D Aircon Cleaning & Repair Services 

‘Automated Systems & Equipment Corp. 

Bank of Commerce-Ayala, Makati Branch 

Blossom Buddies Flower Shop 

ССМЕ Homemade Foodstuff Co. 

Druid Consulting 

Emeco Construction & International 
Trading 

Equitable PCI Bank-Better Living Branch 

Equitable PCI Bank-Leveriza Branch 

Fecund Enterprises 

GE Pest Control, Phils. 

Hernando 5 Maniego 

Multi-Platform Computer Sales & 
Services 

Philippine Veterans Bank-GHQ Branch 

Rizal Commercial Banking Corporation- 
Tacloban Branch 

sms 

St. Dominic’s Industries Inc. 

United Coconut Planters Bank-Chino Roces 
Branch 

United Coconut Planters Bank-Lipa Branch 


V This Special Project was 
conceptualized and produced by 
GEAR PROMOTIONS, INC. 
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AMWSLAI marks 50th Foundation Anniversary today... 


Capital contribution 
amounted to P64.14 
million in 1987 and soar 
to an impressive P14 
billion in 2004. 
Plans and programs: 

AMWSLAI once 
more is ready to carry 
ош its plans and prog- 
rams. 

The Board of Trust- 
ees commits to under- 
take the much- needed 


PILIPINAS 


changes in AMWSLAL 
to institute decisive 
and meaningful ref- 
orms within AMWSLAT. 

Members shall be 
assured of better eco: 
nomic prospects, 
more welfare program 
as well as improve: 
ments in the electoral 
process. 
Offices: 

AMWSLAI has purs- 


NS 


LAN 
mt 
^ 
` 


eee d s 
so Kowol at Pulis 


AMWSLAI COMMEMORATIVE STAMPS. 
Top photos show the two stamps of AMWSLAL 
to commemorate the 50th Foundation 
Anniversary of the association. 


ih NC “a 28. 


3 


AMWSLAI Management Officers (From 
left): Socorro T. Gustilo, Manager-Head Of- 
fice Branch; Rina Michaela J. Galido, Man- 
ager for Human Resources and Administra- 
tion; Vivian Е Gonzales, Deputy Chief Oper- 
ating Officer; Col. Carlyzar S. Divinagracia 
(GSC), Acting President and Chief Executive 
Officer; Irene M. Sarmiento, Manager for 
Audit; Vivian H. Pesebre, Manager for Man- 
agement Information Service; and Juliet V. 


Program of Activities 
Tuesday, 13 June 2006 


6:30 p.m. Invocation 
Philippine National Anthem 
 AMWSLAI Hymn. 
AMWSLAL Choir 
Presentation of Awards 
Sec. MICHAEL T DEFENSOR, 
Presidential Chief of Staff, Office of the President 
‘Guest of Honor and Speaker 
assisted by 
COL RICARDO L NOLASCO, JR PAF (RET) 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees, AMWSLAT 


Turnover of AMWSLAI Commemorative Stamp 
Mr. LUIS D CARLOS. 
Asst, Postmaster General for Marketing 
в Business Development with 
Ms. ELIZABETH CTUNGOL 
Asst, Postmaster General for Finance 
Philippine Postal Corporation 
to 
COL RICARDO L NOLASCO JR PAF (RET) 
Chairman s Address and Introduction of 
Guest of Honor 
COL RICARDO L NOLASCO JR PAF (RET) 
Remarks 
Sec. MICHAELT DEFENSOR 
Presentation of Plaque of Appreciation. 
COL RICARDO L NOLASCO JR PAF (RET) 
Dinner & Entertainment 
Ётсеез: 
Alma P. Dargantes and. 
Napoleon Joseph DG Violago. 


Cadiz, Manager-Villamor Air Base Branch. 


ued its expansion drive 
by putting up offices in 
strategic areas all over 
the offices are all 
manned by efficient 
and capable AMWSLAI 
employees. To date, it 
has a total of 34 offices 
nationwide servicing 
the needs of its 
тетре є 

Board of Trustees: 

The composition of 
the highest policy 
making body оѓ 
AMWSLAI is the 11 
Board of Trustees 
headed by the Chair 
man of the Board, 
Retired PAF Col. Ric 
ardo L. Nolasco, Jr. 
Senior Management 
Officers: 

The Senior Manage- 
ment Officers is headed 
by the President and 
Chief Executive Officer, 
Col. Carlyzar S. Divina- 
gracia, PAF (GSC). 
Products and serv- 
ices: 

To meet the needs 
and demands of its 
members, AMWSLAI 
offers the following 
services 
Loans: 

Consumption Loan 

Maximum loanable 
amount is 12 times the 
member's gross month- 
ly pay with up to 48 
months repayment 
term. 

Emergency Loan 
Maximum loanable am- 


ount of about P15,000 
net with 12 months to 
60 months repayment 
term 

Capital-backed Loan 
— Loan that is guar- 
anteed by the mem- 
ber's total capital con- 
tribution. 

Real Estate/Collat- 
eral Loan - . Maximum 
loanable amount of 
about P1.5 million with 
up to 10 years repay: 
ment term. 

Microfinance Loan 

This type of loan is 
open to members and 
their spouses who wish 


AMWSLAI mascot. 
Gilas is the name of the 
new mascot of the 
AMWSLAL which was 
conceptualized бу 
Raymond Nolasco. The 
name was chosen by 
the AMWSLAI Board of 
Trustees from more 
than 150 entries in the. 
“Name the Mascot” 
contest which was 
launched three months 
ago. The member- 
winner said Gilas 
symbolizes power, 
‘strength and hope. 


(From page 6) 


to set-up a micro- 
business; maximum 
loanable amount is 
P25,000, with up to 12 
months repayment 
term. 
Special Products: 

Bawat Miyembro 
Protektado (BMP)-- It 
is an income replace- 
ment program in case 
of hospital confine- 
ment due to accident, 
injury or sickness, 
wherein enrolled 
member is given 
P1,000 daily cash 
benefit for each day of 
confinement up to 365 
days and P2,000 cash 
benefit a day for a 
maximum of 30 days 
for confinement in an 
Intensive Care Unit. 

Mutual Benefit 
Fund (MBF) This 
provides immediate 
financial assistance of 
P50,000 to the 
beneficiaries of a 
deceased AMWSLAI 
member for only P50- 
monthly contribution 
for 120 months 
Social and commun- 
ity commitments 

• Financed the con- 
struction of more than. 
4,000 housing units in. 
the Alrmen's Villages 
of Villamor, Basa and 
Fernando Air Base, 
and at the Signal 
Village in Taguig. 

* Financed the ac- 
quisition of more than 


5,000 jeepneys and 
tricycles, 3,000 small 
business projects like 
market stalls, auto re- 
pair shops, etc. and 
more than 1,000 agro- 
livestock ventures. 

* Sponsored more 
than 100 college 
scholars to the grad- 
uation line thru the 
AMWSLAI Scholarship. 
Fund 

* Regularly sup- 
ports the activities of 
the Philippine National 
Red Cross, the AFP 
Medical Center, Philip- 
pine Marine Corps Med- 
ical Aide Stations, PAF 
General Hospital and 
other field hospitals of 
the AFP, the AFP and 
Ladies Club of major 
services, and other 
charity projects 

= AMWSLAT has paid 
a total of P94.5 million 
worth of cash abuloy 
to beneficiaries of 
1,891 deceased Mutual 
Benefit Fund members/ 
AFP personnel for 
calendar years 1998, 
1999, 2000, 2001, 
2002, 2003 and 2004. 

= Due to rational 
management of funds 
and efficacies gained 
from operations, 
AMWSLAL, thru the 
СОМА (composed of 
more than 120 NSSLAs) 
~ has consistently been. 
cited as one of the 
best-run entities 


CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS 
AMNISLAI Bulding -orner Boni Serrano & 18th 
‘Avenues, Murphy, Cubao Quezon City 
911-30-30 (connecting ай departments) 


BRANCH and LIAISON OFFICES 


BACOLOD OFFICE 
Door :, AA Bldg, Magsaysay Ave. Singcang, 
Bacolod “ity * Contact No (034) 434- E g’ 


rue pei m 
Contact Nos, (074) 422-7366; compa 
pasa лія ease orrice Ў È „29; 
Contact Nos (0459700299 C IR 


CABANATUAN BRANCH EÉ “ 
Del Pilar Extensor. Barno Sangita: , Cabanatuan City 
Conac os inad актин, (ри) 600-298, 


CAGAYAN DE ORO BRANCH Ù $ 
тавата Onenta, Physi Nue fuf Inc. 
Bigg, Agoho Drive, Carmen, Сада, dn аб ото Cty 
Contact Nos.: (088; 858-2903; 1088, 858-3696 $ 
CALAPAN OFFICE À ve. 

Na Calapan; crea nats Y 2 OR: 
Contact Nos 043) 288-3984; (049) ig 

CAMP AGUINALDO BRANCH — V e tis 
ALPLES Buding СОРА, Jue/on C 
Pantari Ме. 912-3030: 421-3997 


САМР OLIVAS OFFICE 
Ойто. Building, McArinur Highway, San Ni 
San Fernandu, Pampanga 

Contact No 045) 860 *381 
CATBALOGAN OFFICE 
ra Ноо, Moralal Bldg, 
Mabini Avenue, Calbaloga 
Contact No (055)251 5131 


CAVITE BRANCH 
Padre Gomer Street, avite 
тап Nos (046) 431-4453: (046) 504-1585 


Мева 


P g A Sinsuat Ave , Rusario Herghts, Cotabato City 


ч МУЎ 


AMWSLAI Branch and Liaison Offices 


CEBU CITY BRANCH 
Lot o8, Salinas Drive, Lahug, Cebu City 
F'ona New (032) 233-3285: (032) 23 
CLARK BRANCH 8h." 82 ч, 
Grout Flor Bling, 2127 (Sez мы. 
Саве, Pampanga” E 


COTABATO BRANCH ito 


E 
By рч 
Contact Nos. (064) 421:1466; (064) 421-1572 ч 
DAVAOCITYORANCH — ^ 


Lot 5 Bik 15, Maya St, Ecoland SÜhdmsion "C 


Phase 2, Davao City 
ontact Nos (082) 299-3892 с 3768 
DUMAGUETE OFFICE 

Ponce de Leon Compound, Tubod, boron ey 
Contact No. 435) 225-7084 

поно CITY BRANCH. ^ 

Unt round ror Саў of Pera elg Dung 


давао Stree, ойо Ciy- 
Contact Nos.: (033) 336-0873; ( (ims E е, 


IMUS OFFICE 
fo S6 Gan stone Street, pobacon P ru av, 
Contact No.: (046)A72-2070 n, 6 ^ 
ÄISABELA OFFICE 

Я Barangay San Feimin, Cauayan, Isabela 
Contact N (н) 652-0330; (078) 652-0232. 
LAGUNA BRANCH 
Dun Busco ted, Mayapa, Calamba, Laguna 

Сулга No! 49) B34-4135;(049) 531-4208 

1A UNION OFFICE 

> gefta Cete, Nation! Highway 

э Сай Pernando Chal Unan 


чац ак 


, LEGASPi сіту BRANCH } 
ма Street, Legaspi Cat |, L A Pat 
"Hnftont ut Ай EM an 
ota шыш, ды: jv Mass 
LUCENA OFFICE 
эли Furok Masagana, оуу. surang-Gulang, ı ucena City 
antatt Nu: (042) 373-6932, (042)373-6086 


эзы, api Romero Bulang, Pfafranca Avenue, Naga Cy 
„Comare Nos: (048) 5992055, 5] 2) yr 


пач oh, 5 


LIPA CITY BRANCH 

Barangay Sico, National Highway, Lipa City, Batangas 
(infront of Fernando Ar Base) 

Contact Nas (043) 404-0068 to 70 


NAGA BRANCH 


"Чы, Nos.: 054) 479-6666; 472-7477 


Č OLONGAPO OFFICE 
Улт, Ra Ave., West Bajac-Bajac, Olongapo City 
A Contact Nagy (047) 224-18595 


PANGASINAN OFFICE 
34 Pere? Bop'evja, Dagupan Ску 

чонан Nom, (25) 5223694; (075) 515-6139 
биосе 
Cnpexsionate’s b Phlippine itary Academy 
Fong! Puar, Вау ty 
eng Nogi ЗД чөл те) 446-5691 
ростова А TTY BRANCH 
Fesnagden Suet uel Princesa City, Palawan 
Солай ca (4p 43» 7875; (048) 434-3159 
TACLDBAN BRAN‘ 
2nd Floor, Snuve dic 
Aen (erani 
р: Ee 


i» Francisco, McArthur Highway, Тай. City 
(45) 985-0465; (045) 985-0210 
"yuGuEQARAO OFFICE 
а, Dizon Apt Diversion Road, Cartan Centr 
зао, Cagayan * Contact Nu (078) 844-1594 
LLAMOR AIR BASE BRANCH 
‘Cainer sin дий Mantunas ste villamor Alr Base, Pasay Cih 
Fanart ме Ат 010, 
ZAMBOANGA CITY BRANCH 
Sta Hana, <amnbvanga City 
(при of Edwin Andrews Alr Base, 
Contact Моз (0629912325. (062^ 991 


AMWSLAI activi 


Py 


National Shoper's Choice Awards winner 


The AMWSLAI Incorporators 


AUGUSTO L JURADO 
JUAN B GUEVARA 
FRANCISCO N PUNZALAN 
ANTONIO G TAMAYO 
RICARDO S MENDOZA 
PEDRO C ARGOSINO 
AURELIO P CAMACHO 
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Minor sponsors: 


5D Aircon Cleaning & Repair Services 

Automated Systems & Equipment Corp. 

Bank of Commerce-Ayala, Makati Branch 

Blossom Buddies Flower Shop 
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Multi-Platform Computer Sales & 
Services 
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Rizal Commercial Banking Corporation: 
Tacloban Brancr 


ic's Industries Inc. 

United Coconut Planters Bank-Chino Roces 
Branch 

United Coconut Planters Bank Lipa Branch 


This Special Project was 
conceptualized and produced by 
GEAR PRUMOTIONS, INC. 


BEST COPY AV 
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By Abigail L. Ho 


THE RATES CHARGED BY NATION- 
al Power Corp. on Из customers in Lu- 
zon and Mindanao may go down by 
as much as 35 centavos and 27 cen- 
tavos per kilowatt-hour (kWh), re- 
spectively, in the second half of the 
year. 

Napocor president Cyril del Callar 
said more rains during the July-De- 
‘cember period would allow the state 
firm to operate its hydropower plants 
at optimal capacity, resulting in lower 
power production cost. 

Napocor's time-of-use (TOU) rates 
in Luzon could go down by 35.12 cen- 
tavos per kWh from P4.0753 per kWh 
in the first half to P3.7241 per kWh in 
the second semester. 

In Mindanao, Napocor's TOU rates 
could drop by 27.58 centavos per 
kWh to only Р1.9690 per kWh in the 


last six months of the year бот 
92.2448 per kWh in the January-June 
period. 

‘There would be no rate reductions 
їп the Visayas grid, however, due to 
the lack of hydropower facilities in 
the region. 

For the Luzon and Mindanao grids, 
Del Callar said the savings Napocor 
‘would generate could be passed on to 
end-users by way of lower electricity 
rates or lower product prices. 

Distribution utilities, including 
Manila Electric Co., are mandated to 
avail themselves of Napocors TOU 
rates. 

However, Meralco, in particular, 
still could not pass on its TOU savings 
to end-users as the Energy Regulatory 
Commission had yet to approve its 
TOU application. 

But other customers directly con- 
nected to Napocor—including bulk 
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power users such as paper mills, food 
manufacturers and the like—could 
reduce their production costs because 
of Napocor's lower TOU rates for the 
second half. 

These savings would allow these 
establishments to reduce the prices of 
their end-products, Del Callar said. 

Also, the dispatch of more power 
from hydropower facilities would 
ease the impact of escalating oil 
prices on power generation costs, he 
said. 

“Since 2005, (Napocor) has sig- 
nificantly lowered the use of oi 
based generation capacities, shift- 
ing the load to more cost-effective 
power generation plants such as hy- 
dro, geothermal and natural gas. 
This has also lessened the impact of 
the continuous increases of oil 
prices on power generation costs,” 
hesaid. 


PNOC unit keen 
on putting up 
biodiesel plant 


PHILIPPINE NATIONAL OIL CO. ENERGY DE- 
velopment Corp. (PNOC-EDC) is looking at 
setting up a biodiesel refinery using as feed- 
stock the jatropha plant, commonly known in 
the country as tuba-tuba. 

But before working out the details of the 
biodiesel plant, Eduardo Manalac, president 
and chief executive of parent firm PNOC, said 
the company had to be assured of sufficient 
supply of feedstock for the refinery. 

“Right now, our plan involves the planta- 
tion approach. We think the success of the jat- 
ropha initiative lies in making sure that the 
production cost is low so that it can be com- 
petitive in price. To do that, we have to do it in 
a commercial plantation," he said. 

"The key is to look for contiguous marginal 
lands in the right climate areas, which is 
mostly in the eastern half of Luzon, Visayas 
and most of Mindanao," he added. 

PNOC-EDC currently has a pilot јаторћа 
propagation project in Cabangcalan, Negros 
Occidental. 

Agnes de Jesus, PNOC-EDC vice president. 
for external relations, said that for that pro- 
ject, the state firm planted three varieties of 
jatropha to determine which would provide 
the maximum oil yield. 

Once determined, she said that variety 
would be used in PNOC-EDC's own jatropha 
nursery. 

She said a minimum of 5 liters of biodiesel 
could be produced from one hectare of jat- 
торћа. 

“But the variety ме planted can produce 
between 10 liters and 13 liters per hectare. At 
5 liters, that should be enough, but we're 
looking at the variety that can yield the most 
oil," she said. 

Manalac said a 250,000-tons-a-year refin- 
ery would need at least 118,000 hectares of 
Jand planted with јапорћа. Abigail L. Ho 


‘Off-trading’ of foreign, 
local stocks proposed 


By Elizabeth 1. Sanchez 


‘THE PHILIPPINE STOCK EX- 
change (PSE) said that it 
would be studying the propos- 
al of a group of stock analysts 
to carry on the trading of local 
and foreign stocks outside of 
the local bourse's regular trad- 
ing hours in the morning. 

The proposed practice, 
which is also called “off-trad- 
ing" was brought up by mem- 
bers of the Association of Secu- 
rities Analysts of the Philip- 
pines (Asap). 

From Monday to Friday, the 
PSE conducts trade for less 
than three hours, or from 9:30 
a.m. to 12:10 p.m. 

Asap director Astro del 
Castillo said that the organiza- 
tion revived its 1998 proposal 
for “off-trading” to take advan- 
tage of the increasing volumes 
being traded in the local and 
global markets. 

Off-trading is also seen to 
maximize the potential bene- 
fits from cross-border listing 
between the PSE and foreign 
exchanges, such as the Stock 
Exchange of Singapore or the 
‘Australian Stock Exchange. 

“We have to take advantage 
of the situation, given the 
surge in volumes,” Del Castillo 
said. “If we don't put ourselves 
ahead of the pack, we will be 
left behind.” 

Net foreign buying in the 
stock market from January to 


May ballooned 109.6 percent 
to P25 billion, more than dou- 
ble the P11.9 billion recorded 
in the same period last year. 

Average daily — value 
turnover hit P2.03 billion in 
the first five months of the 
year, from Р156 billion in 
2005. 

Currently, only a handful of 
brokers have online trading fa- 
cilities that allow them to buy 
and sell Philippine stocks for 
investors in the United States 
ог other Asian markets, and 
"cross" or formalize the trans- 
fer of shares at the PSE the next 
day. 

Under the off-trading pro- 
posal, Asap will encourage all 
brokers to create their own 
websites or tap into the Р5ЕЗ 
trading terminals to minimize 
the cost of adding more per- 
sonnel to conduct trades in 
the afternoon, Del Castillo 
said. 

In 2002, the PSE tried to ex- 
tend trading from 1:30 p.m. to 
3 p.m. But due to weak vol- 
umes and increased costs, ће 
PSE dropped the practice and 
returned to its morning sched- 
ule. 

“It was an experiment, but 
the market conditions then 
were not conducive,” PSE pres- 
ident Francis Lim said. “I have 
encouraged Asap to study the 
matter further. Any measure is 
worth considering if it will 
boost volumes.” 


Your 


can earn more with 


TUESDAY, JUNE 13, 2006 


EXCEPT fora brief period in the 70s, the last time this nation produced 851 rice to feed. 


itself was in 1903. 


REUTERS 


Rice sufficiency fight seen 
to be decided in bedroom 


THE COUNTRY’S BATTLE TO BECOME SELF- 
sufficient in rice will be won in the bedroom 
as much as on the farm. 

The country consumes 30,000 tons of rice 
daily, with each Filipino eating 115 kilos or 
more than two sacks a year, according to Agri- 
culture Secretary Domingo Panganiban. 

“Except for a brief period in the "70s, the 
last time this nation produced enough rice to 
feed itself was in 1903—the year the Wright 
brothers invented the airplane,” he told a 
group of farmers last month. 

Fluctuating rains, lack of funds and a rapidly 
rising population have made the country one of 
the world's largest rice importers. 

‘The developing Southeast Asian country 
bought 1.8 million tons or 16 percent of its re- 
quirement last year and is expected to buy 1.6 
million tons this year. 

If the Philippines wants to meet its own rice 
needs, one of the best ways, analysts say is to put 
а brake on its population—now at 85 million 
and growing at around 1.95 percent per year. 

The National Statistics Office sees the num- 
ber of Filipinos rising to nearly 142 million by 
2040, even if the annual growth rate slows to 
around one percent in 2030-40. 

“Population growth is the wild card. It has 
tobe reduced to 1.4-1.5 percent," said Pablito 
Villegas, president and chief executive officer 
of agricultural think tank Meganomics Spe- 
cialists International. 

“In the short-run, maybe it's cheaper to im- 
port. But in the long term, considering that 
rice is a staple food, we have to aim for sus- 
tainable food security.” 

‘The task of slowing one of Asia's fastest 
birth rates is complicated by the country’s 
powerful Roman Catholic Church, which 
frowns on the use of artificial contraception. 

The Philippines is predominantly Catholic 
and the government, anxious not to lose the 
support of influential bishops, has made no se- 
rious attempt to tackle the population issue, 


preferring to promote natural family planning. 

‘The Philippines also has to battle nature. 

Experts from the Philippine Rice Research 
Institute and the International Rice Research 
Institute say the main obstacles to rice suffi 
ciency are geographic and implacable. 

“The fundamental factors behind Philippine 
rice imports—relatively small amounts of land 
and lack of river deltas—can't be changed,” ac- 
cording to the book “Why Does the Philippines 
Import Rice?" released by the two institutes. 

Data from the agriculture department 
shows the country was able to raise its rice 
output over the last 10 years, except in 1998 
when the harvest was hit by drought caused 
by the El Niño weather pattern. 

The country’s unmilled rice output rose 38.5 
percent last year to 14.6 million tons from 
10.541 tons in 1995. Yet supply was not able to 
cope with demand, forcing imports. Panganiban 
said he expected rice output to level off with de- 
mand by expanding irrigation facilities and 
boosting production of white com, which is used 
asa rice alternative in some parts of the country. 

“Whether we are going to be self-sufficient 
or not, the National Food Authority will al- 
ways have а buffer stock of at least 350,000 
tons,” he told a recent news conference. 

“Production and consumption can level off 
but you still have to import because of the so- 
called buffer stocking position, and that will 
always be a function of the National Food Au- 
thority.” The NFA, a state agency, buys rice for 
its buffer in the third quarter, usually the lean 
months in local rice production. 

The Philippines is banking on a repeat of 
the so-called Green Revolution of the late 
1970s when irrigation facilities were im- 
proved, better-yielding rice varieties were de- 
veloped and more fertilizers were used by 
farmers to boost harvests. 

During this time, the Philippines was able 
m fed sif and even exported small quanti- 
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BIR urged to plug excise tax leaks 
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By Michelle V. Remo 


THE BUREAU OF INTERNAL 
Revenue is urged to conduct an 
ocular inspection of major estab- 
lishments selling cigarettes and 
liquor in line with efforts to plug 
excise tax leakages that cost the 
government billions of pesos 
yearly. 

The National Tax Research 
Center (NTRC), an attached 
agency of the Department of Fi- 
nance tasked with conducting 
tax-related studies, said revenue 
personnel had to conduct regular 
Visits of large business establish- 
‘ments, particularly those selling 
so-called sin products. They 
should not rely heavily on income 
declarations of these firms in de- 
termining their tax liabilities. 

In its list of recommendations 


to enhance tax collection, the 
NTRC said duty-free shops 
should be among the first ones to 
be inspected. Not only will ocular 
inspection detect tax delinquency 
but also smuggling, the NTRC 
said. 

Through ocular inspection, the 


BIR would be able to determine 
the volume of cigarettes and alco- 
hol sold in these establishments, 
as well as their selling prices. 
‘These types of information could 
be matched with the income and 
tax declarations submitted by 
these firms to the BIR. 

Some quarters suspect that 
there may be several cases of ex- 
cise tax evasion in recent months 
given the failure of the BIR to 
meet its April target despite the 
recent increase in excise tax rates 
following the implementation of 
the sin tax law last year. 

‘The BIR and the Bureau of Cus- 
toms (BOC) were expected to 
have delivered a combined P15 
billion in additional excise tax 
collection last year with the im- 
plementation of the sin tax law. 
However, the two agencies 


turned in only about half of the 
target. 

Revenue Commissioner Jose 
Mario Bunag said the relatively 
low excise tax collection from 
cigarettes and alcohol might be 
due to the "tactics employed b 
firms to reduce their tax liabil 
ties.” 

Опе strategy, aside from under 
declaration, is the front-loading 
of the cigarettes and liquor stocks 
withdrawn from factories. Since 
excise tax is imposed upon re- 
lease of products from manufac- 
turing sites, the companies in- 
volved could release huge vol- 
umes in advance to avoid higher 
taxrates. 

Under the Sin Tax Law, excise 
tax rates slapped on cigarettes 
and alcohol increase every two 
years. 
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Relax, focus and breathe 


Part2 


MOST MIND-BODY EXERCISE FORMS HAVE 
three similar characteristics to achieve a 
healthy balance between mind, body and 
spirit. These are mindfulness, correct physical 
form and breathing, according to Michele 
Hebert, media spokesperson for mind-body 
integration for the American Council on Exer- 
cise. 

Each component affects the other: When 
you are under stress, your breathing becomes 
rapid and shallow and your muscles tense up. 
Conversely, if you purposely slow breathing 
and movement, you relieve a stressful mind, 

Mara Carrico, author of Yoga Journal's Yo- 
ga Basics, gives a simple guideline to remem- 
ber while doing mind-body exercises. Relax 


Equipment: 
None 


shelf. 


position. 


your toes. 
Repetitions: 
10-15 repetitions 


‚ WELL AND 
Соор 


Tina Juan 


r—— EXERCISE OF THE WEEK—_ 
Reaching squat 


STRENGTHENS the legs, 
buttocks and core muscles. 


Exercise technique: 

1. Stand with legs hip- 

Pm width apart and arms by 
your side. 


2, Squat by taking your but- 
tocks backward and arms for- 
ward as if reaching into a low 


3. Straighten up to starting 


Performance tips: 

1. Keep spine neutral—nei- 
ther arching nor rounding. 

2. Avoid bringing knees past. 


(for the body), focus (for the mind) and 
breathe (for the spirit). "Body, mind, spir- 
it relax, focus and breathe.” 

Beyond these three common characteris- 
tics, each mind-body format has different 
techniques, emphasis and health benefits. 
Here is a brief overview of the four most com- 
mon programs available in the country. 


Yoga 

Hatha yoga is the physical side of a 6,000- 
year-old philosophy. The exercises were origi- 
nally invented so yoga practitioners could 
hold their bodies in static positions for long 
periods while they were meditating. 

Yoga exercises or asanas are usually held 
for 30-60 seconds while you concentrate on 
specific breathing patterns. Exercises are 
done sitting, lying down or standing. 

Tris not true that yoga is only “stretching” be- 
cause it requires both strength and flexibility to 
stay in the pose. It is also not true that yoga is 
completely safe, You can be injured if you do a 
pose that is too advanced for you. Yoga poses 
should be modified to fit physical limitations 
like a tight lower back or weak leg muscles. 

There are many different types of yoga, 
ranging from relaxed and gentle (Viniyoga 
and Kripalu) to moderately intense (Sivanan- 
da and Iyengar) to extremely vigorous and 
aerobic (Ashtanga). 

Yoga is good for developing flexibility, 
strength in static positions, stress manage- 
ment, awareness of the breath and focus. 


QiGong 

Qi Gong or Chi Kung is an umbrella term 
that encompasses all Chinese exercises for 
spirituality, health and martial arts. The Chi- 
mese government has determined there are 
5,000 Qi Gong styles. Wushu, Kung Fu and Tai 
Chi are formats that evolved from Qi Gong. 

Movements can range from very simple 
and uncomplicated to detailed and demand- 
ing. Simple Qi Gong exercises are a good way 
for sedentary people to begin exercise. People 
with chronic medical conditions can also ben- 
efit from the practice of Qi Gong because it fo- 
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What is prostate gland and what diseases 
commonly affect it? 


"The prostate is а walnut sized gland that forms рап of the male. 
reproductive system, H surrounds the urethra just below the 
urinary bladder, 1t is located in front of the rectum and can be 
felt during rectal exam. Its main function is to secrete fid that 
makes up one third of the volume of semen, Diseases afMicting 
the prostate are роз, benign prostatic hyperplasia and 
prostate cancer 


Iis common for the prostate gland to become enlarged asa man 
‘ages. Doctors call the condition Benign Prostatic Hyperplasia 
(BPH), or Benign Prostatic Hypertrophy. BPI rarely causes 
symptoms before age 40, but more than half of men in their 
sixties and as many as 90 percent in their seventies and vighties 
have some symptoms of BPH. The symptoms of BPH vary. but 
ihe most common ones involve changes problems with 
urination such ах а hesitant, inlerupted, weak stream urgency 
and lenking or dribbling, If ibe condition begins to pose a danger 
to the patient's health or causes а mejor inconvenience lo him, 
treatment is usually recommended, 
This week's answer to our feature question was 
provided by our aeereditel Urolagit im Metro 
Manilo, Dr. Cristopher F. Perez He finished his 
medicine degree at the ттеу of Sto Tomas 
in 1992 and took his specialty trem for 
Urology at St. Luke's Medical Center in 3000. He is been n practicing 
Urologist for 5 year табу Dr Perez wa diplomate and fllow of 
the Phlippine. Urological Assocation and Philippine Board of 
Urology, He eurrenly holds hus chute at St. Luke's Medieal Center 
during Mondays & Fridays 2pm а Spm. Tuesdays & Thursdays Ipm- 
Spm, Wednesdays Зри-бри & Saturdays Von-lLm. dnd at the 
Philippine Heart Center, Wednesdays Ipm-3pm and Saturdays 
12noon to 2pm. MEDICand members may seek his comuliatm 
services on thase mentioned hospitals 


ес Gagan Brg H V date генө 


Take 


Ch 
D 


 MEDICard's Medical Director, Dr. Nicky Menta ansveers quesos on hel though the asstnce 
scr MEDI tok fared velit. Vio De уот аңа i а 


MEDICARO, 


‘Wiehe. wo akc ardor com. 


Bron бако) 


arge 


oc! 


ay 27 


mage, 
а vend jo 544 (Oloba Touch 


uses on breathing to increase energy path- 
ways. 

Basically, Qi Gong involves paying atten- 
tion to the body and staying aware of the 
breath while doing a series of seated, stand- 
ing or supine movements. 


Tai Chi 

Tai chi chuan, the most popular form of tai 
chi, is a series of 108 slow-paced chore- 
ographed movements that resemble a dance. 
‘Though not easy to leam, they are effective for 
developing balance, coordination, gracefulness 
and focus. Tai chi has also been shown to im- 
prove blood pressure and relieve stress. There 
are modified versions that use simpler move- 
ments to avoid intimidating beginners. 


Pilates 

Pilates exercises were invented by German 
Joseph Pilates to strengthen his sickly body 
and later, to rehabilitate injured soldiers dur- 
ing World War I. Pilates introduced the tech- 
nique to the dance world when he immigrat- 
ed to the US. George Balanchine and Martha 
Graham were some of his disciples. 

Pilates is a combination of yoga, Zen, an- 
cient Greek and Roman exercises with the 
grace and fluidity of tai chi. The flowing 
movements strengthen and stretch the whole 
body but place particular emphasis on the ab- 
dominal and lower back or "core" muscles. 

‘The exercises are done on a mat using the. 
body's weight as resistance or on specially de- 
signed equipment called the “Reformer” and 
the “Cadillac” that resemble a sled or hospital 
bed with springs, bars and cables. There are 
also many types of “small equipment” like 
bands, balls, circles, and rollers to add varia- 
tion to matwork Pilates. 

Improved posture and strong “abs” are 
some of the benefits you can expect from Pi- 
lates. Although not as esoteric as yoga and tai 
chi, Pilates’ emphasis on coordinating the 
breath with movement can also relieve stress 
and promote a state of relaxation. 


Visit www.tinajuanfitness.info 


Father knows best 


FOR AN UPCOMING STORY 
in the Sunday Lifestyle 
section, tell us in 150 words 
or less what's the best piece of 
advice your father has given 
you, or what’s the most 
important lesson you've 
learned from your father. 
Deadline is June 14. 

E-mail to dad2reader@ 
inquirer. com.ph. Or mail to 
PDI-Lifestyle Section, PO Box 
2353, Makati Central Post 
Office, 1263 Makati City, attn: 
Dad to Reader. Or text 
09183824061. 

Include your full name, 
address and phone numbers. 
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Simply fill out the BILLS2PAY 
enrollment form from any Metrobank branch 
and fax to 8-700-927. 


= p 


PLDT 


Touching Lives 


2 
Mf 


rego iem oin 


For inquiries, call our 24-hour Customer Service Hotline at 8-700-700. 


HO UEM NENNT 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


[ө "m Comickelie — P4 TUESDAY, JUNE 13,2006 


‘FOXTROT BYBILLAMEND A. LIPIN BY JESS ABRERA 


^ SQuRT IMEAR НАНА. JUST 
me К сазва мше ДАУ SHORTAGE 
Saur Мын  BACTNE. PA POL 

Econ iA 

E ec 


BABY BLUES BY JERRY SCOTT 
wur Y Just CHECKING. ï] WROSMAMMA'S GIRL? HUH? 
o pea) y 


- WHOSMAMAAAS GL? vira vO 
помо? Бро сосе, conet A MGA IKINIKILOS 
d 


BYPATRICKMcDONNELL LOVEKNOTS 


VE PIRO, Ыт TR) 
mel Ж. 


ATOMO AND WEBOY 


Weso4, I'M Ts TiMe to LEAD 
STAGING AN You BACK To THE ORNI. Loops 
integvention! J| PATH оғ RiGHTeouS- UPE SANES 
^ NeepS great 
MINTS 


JKIKO MACHINE BYMANIXABRERA MIKROKOSMOS BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 


V" р.реко БИТ GANON DIBA? EUMAKAIN дк 
эма ко pe тает та то DALIRI me SA WEALTHY Foo? 
“YUNG USAPAN NYONG TUNG- | BUHOK MO KUNG DEADMA”, PARA MAGANDA 
KASA "HAIR LANGUAGE” NA  , O: O. баан mo Buhok rho Ж ER 
‘YAN EW hehe. TULAD NGA i gosigUe ‘Yon! 


MALAY мо, MAGING 


ppe ма 
Мор. PA ‘Ko PAGLAHI M 


Tee відс 


TTNEVER ENDS! HE JUST KEEPS 
NBII ISO ISI, LOSING MORE AND MORE HAR! 


BLKOL O PIGSA HH 


ACROSS 


MANN. DAILY CROSSWORD Maa Mi HOROSCOPE 194 Us 
YOU BORN TODAY: You et ot passion and a sense of adventure. You by Dave Green 
E on On Toa trea mayo You ser lo pt more ou ol Me aby De 


тиле you Deneve fs posstle You admire ero deeds: in turn, people 
6 Steer flesh Ы u often admire you! Be generous in the year ahead. You re etg о of 7 1 
10 Braided sting = thangs п order to create space for something пен ю ente Timeo move 


14 Perceptive E. 

15 Glamour rival Birthdate ot: Dorothy L. Sayers, detective story writer Tim Allen, actor; 
16 Chuckle Malcolm McDowell, actor. 

17 Place to sign 


19 Tolling away ARIES (March 21 to LIBRA (Sept. 23 to 
20 Covering 


ч eas 6 
КАР QN = SES 
a ES тош 


you ive. Do some- -— 
Machine" race bosses, parents and thing 10 make your 1 


22 Actress Dunne. teachers, especally nome more attractive. Simiary 
23 Conductor on a later in the day. In faci if you 00 you can improve family relations 
steeple ош of your way to do so. your ef- this evening. Innte someone over, 
26 Island near forts wil be noticed. (Great) 
Aruba 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 

TAURUS (April 20 to Nov. 21): Later in the 
29 Back then May 20}: Travel day. ts a good time to 
30 Mimic and matters connect Sign agreements or 
31 Sunday night ed win publishing 


form contracts with 
NFL outlet J and the meda look others. Your abiity to negotate є. 

33 Steel-gray ‘promising today. You could make  sirong and sensible now. You will 
metal pr 2 new Inend trom another culture, protect yout best meres. 

37 "Sixteen _* : ‘country ога derent background 


E атлана mor 

5 КЕ d == 22 to Dec. 21): if 

A etes RYAN Donia жишш тми нь TIC 

ELI MET @ жыз: EE 
з 


pers vorscancometoyou “~Ù іса, useful пета that 

PE DECIES Today. Somehow you last along ume. You ee! very sen- 
predecessor author 

49 Confess в Расйс weather 

51 Гай goes well ^ — phenomenon 

53 Stately dance? о Fixed charge 

57 Garbage 10 San Diego 
‘emanations team 

58 Nothing in 11 Formula 
Granada Western 

59 Church recess 12 Tenklke animal 

63 Kind of duck? 13 Went steady 

64 Closed sign 18 "Woman Drying 
with an Her Feet” 
explanation parier 

66 Quaker 22 Ruler fraction 
pronoun 24 Curling зиїасе 

вт Shuts down 25 Bus abbr 

ба Refine ore 26 Blanchett of 

89 Any day now. "Бизбен" 

70 Lost inthought 27 On top of Des 

71 Peddies 28 Tear to pieces жип a friend, probably 

32 Puta colar on 44 Ely or Howard 56 Grocery store Ties iie wate 

DOWN 34 Great Plains 46 Wheat bundie cham Gene ix Mah ol you ck 

1 Lose watty үре 47 Ue pogy боСюесш fora win-win stuation ш whatever 

2 ЕРА соет 35 Large group БО Actress Ryder соттегі Chidren today Or you're dong. 

3 The Babe 36 Gas fromthe 52 Blood bank 61 Web makeup malong pians connected wh 

4 the Hun ast Supply 62 Tolkien trees сапопв or artst projects You're 

5 Director Spike 38 Marine shade 53 Electrical units in the mood to got something 

6 Some hotel 40 Most eerie 54 Potato type donet 
employees 43 Rara 55 Juliet’ lover : 


g 
i 


stand to benela trom sible; you want to get good value 
the wealth ana holdings of others. for your money 


кзы capricorn шее? Difficulty Level Ж Ж = 


CANCER (June 21 to R) ioan. 19): The Moon 
duly 22) Your гөз: ® n your sign today, 
hons win partners and it makes a favor. 
and close fiends m- 


ЕЕ 


mem ше жип юш HOW TO PLAY to previous puzzle 
prove эз lenus This heps you to get along 
wears on. Enjoy socalung wih win everyone People are cimed SUDOKU 8 
Олоор and organizations this ta go along with what you want 


eoe AQUARIUS (Jan.20t0 — Fillthe grid so that every 


[entries МА Fs. 78); Work lone column, every row and every 
dustrious at work to- GF? ток от зое 3x3 box contains the digits 


Say yu mae Sa Thsisasoagooddy 1109. 
estos, they ий De todo research 

таки Tips and program at 

(Bosses. are impressed by you А wawaua com 


EJEXCIGI EXISTE] S2 
o 
© 


hi 


Je x |o c рой 


580558 


ооа oleje 
[еее 


Па 
Í 
| 
Li 


oo onio |. 


o also л|ю o 


m etr i t e PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


TUESDAY, JUNE 13, 2006 LIFESTYLE 


GORGEOUS lookers Cristina 
Villanueva and Lisa Rossiter 
with Rustan's new guard 

Joel Tantoco 


RE 
VINCE Consolacion and Bea 
Tantoco 


5 
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AFTER two years, it’s a go for the miss-with-the-four-Bs Angelique 


JIGGER Antonio with sister-in-law Jackie 
Villaraza and top young architect Chut Cuerva. 


‘Cohen and her husband Marco Antonio 


SUPER pals: 
Hotung 


Elusive singles are engaged to be married 


ЕТ ANOTHER POPULAR 

Y couple-about-town is offi- 

cial off the market, 
palanggas. 

After а trés controversial start, 
two hot years on the dating roller 
coaster and one brief but dramatic 
breakup, renowned young archi- 
tect Chut Cuerva suddenly an- 
nounced that he was tying the knot 
with “the woman I've finally lost 
my heart to.” She is the brilliant 
miss with the four Bs, Angelique 
Villaraza, ĽOreal Professional 
Products division public relations 
manager. 

‘This came as a shock to many 
(including moi who has been mon- 
itoring this love affair since day 
one!), as Chut is known to be a 
stubborn, anti-marriage bachelor 
who loves to fly solo, as much as he 
loves all-night partying. 

‘Their engagement party was su- 
perbly co-hosted by Tim Yap and 
stylish southem beauty Celine 
Lopez at the cool and chic Em- worlds biggest 3D movie screens, 
bassy Cuisine at The Fort over free- ап awesome eight-story high! 
flowing champagne and Absolut А spectacular  laser-light 
Vodka. Tons of party favors from show welcomed the hot name- 
Essenses were given away, care of droppable guests of honor, in- 
Joel Tantoco, natch, who was trés cluding SM Prime Holdings Rie 
visible with his own love, gorgeous Camaligan, Coca-Cola and San 
and super nice Lisa Rossiter. Miguel's Bobby Huang, Canadi- 

Present in full force were ће an Ambassador Peter Suther- 
couples dearest pals Marco and land, and Imax’s Jim Patterson 
Jackie Antonio, ShuUemuzsdy- and Don Savant. 
namo gals Tina Tinio and Xeng Believe moi, palanggas, we defi- 
Zulueta; Wendy Puyat-Hotung, nitely had an unparalleled cine- 
who jetted in from Hong Kong; tal- matic experience, with the premier 
ented designer Hindy Tantoco of of prehistoric spectacular “Rex” 
Rustan's; international business- followed by the fantastic award- 
man Marcel Crespo; in-demand winning film “Everest!” 
architect and interior designer An- ^ — With upcoming 3D Hollywood 
ton Mendoza; three young achiev- films like “Poseidon,” "Deep Blue 
ers Jenni Epperson, DJ Montana Sea,” "Polar Express,” "Happy 
and Miguel Rosales; fab couple Feet,” and the wow “Superman Re- 
‘Astrud and Norman Crisologo tums,” which is scheduled on June 
and man-on-the-loose Manny del 
Rosario, plus a handful more. 

Tm proud to admit, dahlings, 
that 1 prodded the groom-to-be to 
seal the deal in two years or bust! 

1 was told that in typical reverse- 

snobbery style, this super nice two- 
some plans to hold the wedding re- 
ception in their own backyard. 
Which means, palanggas, that we 
can expecta trés exclusive wedding 
party in nine months at the Cuer- 
vas’ sprawling residence in posh 
‘South Forbes. 

Ahh, (а amour toujou la amour, 
dahlings. 


¥ ies 
ATTRACTIVE Michelle 

Pamintuan and Embassy and 
‘Temple's main man Eric Kua 


28, all roads will be heading to the 
Mall of Asia for an amazing Imax 
experience. 


Eggshibit 

When moi got an invitation to 
the opening ofthe fab exhibition of 
the super talented artist pat excel- 
lence Lina Llaguno Cianis, inter- 
esingy named "One Hundred 
Forty Eggs," just had to rush to the 
popular Galleria Duemila despite. 
the horrendous traffic because of 
the rain. 

The opening was so different. 
Instead of the usual ribbon, they 
had strings tied to several eggs. 
Cutting the strings were el simpati- 
co Italian Ambassador Rubens An- 
па Fedele and popular Pasay May- 
or Wenceslao “Pewee” ‘Trinidad. 
Fashion plate. Emily Relucio 
Lopez, former governor of 
Guimaras and art lover, made sure 
she had one of Lina C's works for 
her collection, palanggas. 

Also, there were actor Robin Da 
Roza; Bacolod Rep. Charlie Co- 
juangco on a rare outing; art critic 
Cid Reyes; well-known architect 
Chito Antonio; ADB social devel- 
opment specialist Barbara 
Lochmann; Johannes Leodige of 
Don Bosco Agro-Mechanical Tech- 
nology Center; lawyer Ramon 
Quisumbing, plus many other art 
enthusiasts like them. 

Naturellement, la simpatica Sil- 
vana A. Diaz, the energetic wom- 
an behind the success of Galleria 
Duemila, beamed with happiness 
from having been able to support 
sucha talented artist, 

What was so interesting was the 
“A Riddle—One Hundred Forty 
Eggs.” Check it ош! You'll definite- 
Iy look at the egg in a totally differ- 


WirHour & 
{BATTING 5. 
LAN EYELASH 


Maurice 
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RESPECTED gourmand DJ 


Montano and ex-New Yorker. 
Jaime Tantoco 


Photos by Alex Van Hagen 
using Kodak EasyShare 


the sprawling SM Mall of Asia last 
week. 

A massive snowcapped man- 
made mountain complete with 
synthetic snow welcomed us from. 
the humongous parking lot into 
the fabulous lobby as we were 
weated to cocktails and yummy 
finger food with live music for ex- 
tras, dahlings. 

From there, we all went into the 
cavernous theater with 600 posh 
recliner seats and one of the 


VENESSA Jison and world- 
traveler Alvaro Pertierra 


BEAUTY runs in the famille: 
isters two Angela Montenegro- 
Arroyo and Rose Montenegro 


IMAX'S hotshot [im Patterson 7 
promises the best of the best at the 
Imax theater in SM Mall of Asia. 


JON Naval and Shu Uemura's 
Xeng Zulueta 


CHERIE Gil with husband Rony Rogoff, 
daughter Bianca and Raquel Villavicencio 


x «1... т 
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TIN Arnaldo 


MARCEL Crespo and Norman 
Crisologo 


Unparalled cinema 

The fabulous Imax experience 
has finally landed on our shores, 
palanggas. SM Prime Holdings and 
the brilliant Sy famille formally 
launched the trés impressive San 
Miguel-Coca-Cola Imax theater at 


IN THE caption for this photograph which appeared in this column on. 
June 6, one name was inadvertently omitted. The caption should have 
read: Roman Romulo, Carla Sibal, Rainier Eubra, Anna Regalado, 
Mons Romulo Tantoco and Philip Abadicio; (seated) Sarah Samonte 
and Penny Sibal-Balbi 


CUTTING THE STRING: Maya Ciani; 

City Mayor Pewee Trinidad; Italian Ambassador Rubens Anna Fedele; 
former governor of Guimaras Emily Lopez; and top lady of Galleria 
Duemila Silvana A. Diaz 


TOP stylist Miguel Rosales and. 
Australian D] Kristian Hernandez 


More wonder cures 


Part 2 


THERE ARE AS MANY COMMON 
ingredients or substances one can use 
for medicinal, beauty and practical pur- 
poses as there are days on the calendar, 
Here are more common health-friendly 
items: 


ke 

In its liquid state, water has its limit 
less uses, But in its solid state, it із con- 
sidered an emergency treatment for skin 
flare-ups/allergies/insect bites and 
bruises. 

Apply in the affected area (wrapped in 
a towelette or hanky) for 30 seconds ev- 
ery minute for five minutes until the 
swelling or itch goes away. 

For puffy eyes, apply on closed eyes 
for 10 seconds, resting another 10 sec- 


onds and reapplying every 10 seconds. 
Repeat three times. ‘This is an instant 
face saver. 


Honey 

Having antibacterial properties, this 
golden liquid can be used internally and. 
externally. 

‘As morning tonic, mix one teaspoon 
in a cup of warm water. Add two tea- 
spoons of apple-cider vinegar (also an 
antiseptic), Makes for a great tummy- 
cleansing flush. Safe to take on an empty 
stomach. 

As a skin healer, apply directly on 
sores/bedsores. Cover up affected area 
with bandage. For bruises, apply directly 
as often as possible, 

То raise blood sugar or ease exhaus- 
tion, simply place a small amount in your 
mouth. Prevents fainting spells and 


INSIDE 

Out 
Cory 
Quirino 


seizures, 
As a sunburn soother, rub on the skin 
until pain and heat go away. 


Salt 

A beauty and health aid. As a toxin 
fighter, should one need to induce vomit 
ing, take one tablespoon in a cup of 
warm water. 

If you're suffering from sleeplessness 
or insomnia, you may have too little or 
too much salt intake. 


Sodium enhances adrenalin, a hor- 
mone that causes excitement, зо гоо 
much of it close to bedtime may make 
you restless at night. If you feel that your 
salt intake is too low, add three to four 
pinches of salt to your diet every day. 


Lemongrass (tanglad) 

Nervousness/restlessness сап Бе 
eased by this herb. Make tea by steeping 
two blades of leaves in a pot of boiling 
water. Sip slowly. Also good for dizzi- 
ness, headaches and stress. 

Should you feel feverish or like you're 
coming down with a cold, sip the tea 
slowly, Take it as often as you can until 
symptoms are cased. 

Аз a relaxing bath, place some leaves 
ог pour five cups of the tea in a bath tub 
of hot water, Soak for seven minutes, 


Coffee 

‘This is called an old Italian secret. As d 
drink, strong coffee can fight indigestion 
and acidity. А 

‘As а beauty regimen, use natural cófe 
fee as a body scrub to enhance exfoliation 
and detoxification, Mix five tablespoons 
with two teaspoons of oil (any kind will 
do). Rub the skin gently but firmly. 

Mind set: Throughout the rituals óf 
using natural substances, remember it 
isn't only the ingredient as it is your state 
of mind that counts, These are just aids, 
but the biggest helper of all i$ yourself 
and your openness towards healing... 

Your affirmation: "May Тре well!" 

Love and lightl! 


Reference: ‘A Treasury of Natural First 
Aid Remedies From A-Z,” by James Kusick? 
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ENDED corFEE 


Sumptuous chocolatey morsels. 


Roasty-sweet measure of coffee. 


| 


Java Chip 
Frappuccino® 
blended coffee 8 


ALSO AVAILABLE 
IN FRAPPUCCINO® 


